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DE ANZA TOWN HALL MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2-3:30pm,  Campus Center Rooms A&B
District budget updates will  be presented by Vice 
Chancellor of Business Services Andy Dunn, Director of 
Budget Operations Bernata Slater and Vice President 
of Finance and College Services Jeanine Hawk.

WELCOME FUTURE STUDENTS TO CAMPUS
TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 8:30-1:30, Campus Center Rooms A&B
More than 400 high school students are expected to at-
tend this month’s second Latino/a Student Conference 
for prospective students. The keynote speaker is Edgar 
“ShoBoy” Sotelo, who can be heard weekdays on 
Univision Radio San Francisco La Kalle 100.7/105.7 
FM from 2 to 7pm. Volunteers are needed to help 
with registration from 8:30-9:30am and to lead cam-
pus tours from 11am-12:30pm. Contact Rob Mieso at 
MiesoRob@deanza.edu to volunteer, or just drop by 
during the conference.

FILM: ‘IRON LADIES OF LIBERIA’
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 7-8pm, ATC 120
The film “Iron Ladies of Liberia” follows Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf through her first year in office as the first woman 
ever elected president in Africa. For more information 
call 408-864-8349.

FILM EDITOR, SUE MI KO, TO VISIT
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 7-8pm, ATC 120
As part of De Anza’s Women’s History Month, Sue Mi 
Ko will speak about how editing can be used to create 
a powerful narrative and the artist’s point of view. A 
video and film editor, Ko has edited music videos for 
Keren Ann, Lenny Kravitz and John Mayer as well as 
documentary projects for the ACLU. She is currently 
working on a documentary about the unconventional 
lives of the free-diver women of Jejudo, Korea. 

DE ANZA WIND ENSEMBLE CONCERT
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 7:30-11pm,  A-11 Choral Hall
De Anza students will perform. Cost is $5 for students/

seniors, $8 for general admission. For information con-
tact John Russell at 408-864-8999 x3525.

EQUITY CONFERENCE PROPOSAL DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19 
The De Anza College Office of Diversity is sponsoring 
a statewide conference on May 1 and 2 at the Santa 
Clara Hyatt Regency Hotel. “Equity = Excellence: Cali-
fornia Community Colleges in the Vanguard of Change,” 
has a goal of sharing effective educational practices to 
serve diverse community college populations. The pro-
posal deadline is March 19; see http://www.deanza.
edu/diversity/conference/index.html for details. 

DE ANZA CHAMBER ORCHESTRA TO PERFORM
FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 7:15-11pm,  A-11 Choral Hall
De Anza students will perform. Cost is $5 for students/
seniors, $8 for general admission. Tickets only avail-
able at the door. For information contact tayeleloren@
fhda.edu.

DANCESTRY
FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 8pm, Smithwick Theater, Foothill College
De Anza dance students will perform. Cost is $12 for 
students, $15 for general admission. Tickets available 
from Vernon Gallegos in PE 11U or at 408-864-8506.

CIRQUE DREAMS: JUNGLE FANTASY
FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 8pm
SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 2pm & 8pm, Flint Center
Cirque Dreams Jungle Fantasy is an adventure by 
Cirque Productions taking audiences soaring into a 
magical forest through air and on stage. Tickets ranging 
from $40-$60 ($5 less for 14 and under) are available 
at Ticketmaster.

INTERVIEW AUTHOR BRIAN TURNER
FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 12:30 p,, Writing & Reading Center - ATC 309
De Anza students are invited to meet and interview 
Iraq War veteran and poet Brian Turner, author of the 
prizewinning “Here, Bullet.” The student interview will 

be included in the spring issue of the De Anza liter-
ary magazine Red Wheelbarrow. Interested students 
should sign up for EWRT 65 in the spring and con-
tact instructor Ken Weisner at 408-864-5797 or weis-
nerken@fhda.edu as soon as convenient.

100 YEARS OF BROADWAY
TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 8pm,, Flint Center
Neil Berg’s “100 Years of Broadway” recreates the 
biggest moments from the biggest shows of the century 
featuring tracks from “The Phantom of the Opera,” 
“Les Miserables,” “CATS,” and more. Tickets ranging 
from $25-$47 are available at Ticketmaster.

WHAT DO WOMEN WANT?
“Reading Women: Women in Literature” (ELIT 21) 
will be offered in spring quarter on Mondays through 
Thursdays from 11:30am to 12:20pm in S-41. The class 
will explore questions such as “What do Jane Austen 
and ‘Sex in the City’ have in common?” and “What do 
women want?” For information contact instructor Azin 
Arefi at AzinArefi@yahoo.com.

JOURNALISM GOES TO THE MOVIES
How real are the images of journalists in popular culture? 
JOUR 66W will examine the genre of journalism movies 
as students watch and study films about journalism within 
cultural and historical contexts. The class meets spring 
quarter on Mondays from 12:30-1:20 pm in L-42.

CULTURAL HISTORY SEMINAR IN GHANA
De Anza students are invited to participate in a Cam-
pus Abroad trip to Ghana from Aug. 29 through Sept. 
13. This program will provide an opportunity for stu-
dents from all academic disciplines to learn, firsthand, 
about Ghana and its people through integrated study 
with Ghanaian residents and an immersion into the cul-
tural and social life of the community. Also available is 
a campus abroad trip to Ecuador during summer, and 
a trip to London in the fall. For information contact Art 
Turmelle at turmelle@foothill.edu or 650-949-7614.

BANNED, CHALLENGED BOOK EXHIBIT
The De Anza College library is featuring a display of 
banned and challenged books. The exhibit is inside the 
library to the right just past the copy machines. Library 
hours are Mondays-Thursdays 8am-9pm, Fridays 8am-
4pm, Saturdays 10am-4pm, Sundays noon-6pm.

PLANETARIUM, LASER SHOWS
EVERY SATURDAY THROUGH MARCH 29, 6-11:30pm
Family astronomy and laser light shows are featured 
once a week. Ticket sales start at 5pm at the door. 
Astronomy show admission is $7 for adults, $6 for 

students w/ID and children 12 and under. Laser show 
admission is $9 for adults and $8 for children 12 and 
under. For information go to http://www.deanza.edu/
planetarium or call 408-864-5791.

‘BURDEN & BONUS’ ART EXHIBIT
TUESDAYS-THURSDAYS, 8:30-noon & 1-4:30pm, through April
The California History Center (Le Petit Trianon)
This exhibit on preservation and demolition on the De 
Anza Campus responds to the questions, “What are 
the burdens of maintaining and utilizing 19th century 
buildings and landscapes for a modern California col-
lege? What bonuses are won by preservation efforts?” 
For information, call 408-864-8986. 

GRAPHIC STORYTELLING AS ACTIVISM EXHIBIT
NOW THROUGH APRIL 17 (closed March 31-April 4 for spring break), 
Mondays-Thrusdays 10am-4pm, Euphrat Museum of Art
The exhibit “Graphic Storytelling as Activism” pres-
ents a variety of art forms including cartoons, political 
posters, digital art and book art to explore a range of 
imagery with an activist bent. In this exhibition, artists 
build communities through community-based arts, ad-
dress local and global issues and tell personal stories.

LIBRARY NEEDS DONATIONS
The De Anza library needs donations of books and DVDs 
for their annual sale. Bring donations to the library’s 
Technical Services Department or the Reference Desk. A 
receipt will be supplied to donors for tax purposes.

DISCOUNTS ON AMC MOVIE TICKETS
The De Anza’s Student Accounts Office offers discount-
ed AMC tickets to students with DASB cards. Tickets 
range from $6-$7.50 depending on how recent the 
movie is and when the movie will be seen.

Happenings@LaVozDeAnza.com
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INFO 
Send event notices to Happenings@LaVozDeAnza.com by Wednesday noon 
preceding the week of publication. Please type “Happenings” in the subject 
line. La Voz does not guarantee publication. All events take place on the De 
Anza College campus and are free, unless stated otherwise.campusEvents

March 18: Registration for new/former students begins
March 25 - March 28: Final exams
March 28: Last day to file for winter quarter degree
March 29-April 6: Spring break
April 5: Flea Market
April 7: First day of spring quarter
April 18: Last day to add; last day to drop w/refund
April 21 - May 9: Alkaline Battery Drive
April 25: Last day to drop with no record of grade
May 2: Last day to request P/NP grade
May 8: Spring Carnival
May 20: Last day to drop with “W”
May 24-26: College closed for  Memorial Day
June 28: Graduation

Important Dates

Plan ahead for Literary Arts Festival
The De Anza Literary Arts Festival will take place on May 5-8 and feature:
• Al Young, Bay Area poet and novelist with bassist Dan Robbins on Tuesday, May 6 at 12:30 p.m.
• Marilyn Chin, award winning  poet from San Diego State on Wednesday, May 7 at 12:30 p.m.
• Regie Cabico, performance poet on Wednesday & Thursday, May 7-8 at 2:30 p.m.
• Francisco Jimenez, prize winning memoirist and oral historian on Thursday, May 8 at 12:30 p.m.

Apply all of
your qualifying

Associate Degree
credits to a 

Bachelor’s Degree.

Apply your qualifying associate degree
credits  and earn a bachelor’s degree at
DeVry University. We offer bachelor’s degree
programs that can lead to rewarding careers
in Business, Information Systems, Healthcare
Technology and more.

Students who have completed their associate
degree can earn their bachelor’s degree in
as few as 1 1/2 years. So think about
completing your education in an accelerated
degree program that’s just right for you.

To get started, visit
DeVryCompletion.com/DeAnza

DeVry University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central
Association, www.ncahlc.org.

Program availability varies by location.

© 2008 DeVry University. All rights reserved.

Three convenient
locations in the Bay Area:

San Jose
Fremont
San Francisco

wants you!
We are accepting applications for spring quarter for

Editor in Chief
Managing Editor
Section Editors

(news, features, opinions, sports, arts & entertainment, technology, campus)

Coordinating Editors
(Web, photo, graphics, layout, copy, broadcast/media)

To apply, write a 300 word (or less) letter of intent, listing your qualifications
and send it to: Beth Grobman, La Voz Adviser at grobman@fhda.edu

Application deadline is noon, Friday, March 21
Interviews will take place during finals week

Want to be on staff, but not interested in an editor position?
Sign up for JOUR 61 (Newspaper Staff) to be a 

reporter, photographer, graphic artist or media producer
No experience needed

Qualification: willing to work hard and to learn a lot



Student security officers at De 
Anza College believe that they 
have been unjustly passed over 
for a raise this year and are now 
pressing the district for an in-
crease in their wages.

In a letter that was signed  by 
all the student officers and sent 
out to members of the De Anza 
faculty and staff, the officers 
allege that while all other stu-
dent employees at De Anza and 
Foothill Colleges received an in-
crease in pay for 2008, they were 
unfairly left out.  

“We are formally requesting 
that our hourly wages be in-
creased (by) $2.00 in conjunc-
tion with the raises received by 
(the) Foothill College Police 
Student Aides, and the district- 
wide increase policy,” the offi-
cers’ letter reads.

On Feb. 28, the officers met 
with District Director of Safety 
and Security Ron Levine to out-
line their position and discuss 
possible solutions. Levine has 
not yet come forth with a deci-

sion regarding the issue. 
Due to the sensitivity of the sit-

uation and related circumstances 
that make it difficult for security 
officers to discuss departmental 
matters, none of the student offi-
cers has chosen to speak publicly 
about the wage conflict.

There is, however, a sense of 
confusion and disappointment 
among the officers in those 
responsible for the decisions 
regarding their salaries, as evi-
denced by their correspondence 
with school officials. 

“After asking many student 
workers from several different 
departments around De Anza 
College and [the Foothill-De 
Anza District Police],” the letter 
reads. “We discovered that Foot-
hill and De Anza student work-
ers did receive the raise on Jan. 
1, 2008 … leaving us puzzled as 
to why we were left out.”

The letter alleges that the pay 
discrepancy is just one of the 
problems facing student offi-
cers, the others being ineffective 
equipment and unsanitary work-
ing conditions. The letter also 

contends that the lack of funds 
explanation offered by school 
officials is unacceptable.  

Many of the student secu-
rity officers at De Anza see the 
pay discrepancy as an effective 
demotion and argue that they 
should have received a pay in-
crease along with other district 
employees. 

“All that we’re asking for is 
that we be given the tools to per-
form our jobs more effectively 
and that our wages reflect the 
services that we provide,” the 
letter states.

Cindy Castillo, director of Fi-
nancial Aid and Scholarships at 
De Anza, said that the officers 
are not being passed over for a 
raise, and that, in fact, they are 
already being paid close to what 
other student employees are 
making due to an earlier increase 
in officer wages.

The system in place for decid-
ing student employees’ wages 
puts each employee into one of 
four tiers, each tier receiving 
progressively higher pay, she 
said. There is an “entry level,”  

an “intermediate level,” a “spe-
cialist level” and a “technical 
level.”  

If a manager was to hire a new 
employee knowing that a raise 
in pay would later be necessary 
in order to meet minimum wage 
requirements, he might simply 
start that employee at a higher 
wage level than usual in order to 
forego the later pay increase.

As the employee would already 
be earning more than most other 
employees in his tier, situations 
could arise where it would seem 
as if he were being passed over 
for a raise when, in fact, he was 
not. 

At the moment, the student of-
ficers are not satisfied with this 
explanation, and they remain  
convinced that the issue is all 
about money and the college’s 
unwillingness to part with it.  

Shawn McGann is a staff 
reporter for La Voz. Contact him 
at shawnmcgann@lavozdeanza.
com.
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Multiple collisions on Stevens Creek 
March 12

What happened: ICC Chair of Finance 
Jonathan Yeung and ICC Chair Elaine 
Smith’s terms ended with laughter and 
applause last Wednesday. “Hopefully 
we’ll never see you again because 
you’ll have moved on to bigger and 
better things,” said Administrative As-
sistant Dennis Shannakian. Chocolate 
cake was served after Bo Yin, George 
Smith, and Kobe Gong were sworn in 
as ICC Chair of Programs, ICC Chair 
of Finance and ICC Chair, respectively.

Also: ICC representatives approved 
Disabled Students Union’s $578 
request to fund their visits to disabled 
rights workshops and seminars in Sac-
ramento from April 10 to 13. The funds 
will provide for six students and two 
advisers’ transportation and lodging.

  Ehssan Barkeshli

INTER CLUB COUNCIL

March 12

What happened: The DASB Senate 
chose three of its members to repre-
sent De Anza students at the Student 
Senate for California Community Col-
leges conference taking place in April. 
Senators Esha Menon, Eden Su and 
June Yuan were selected.

Why this matters: The SSCCC allows 
members of California Community 
College student governments to meet 
with one another and discuss ideas 
regarding how they can improve 
their organizations and the California 
Community College system in general.  
Representatives from over 100 schools 
participate in the SSCCC.
     
     Shawn McGann

DASB SENATE
The De Anza College Associated Student Body senate is the govern-
ing body of De Anza College. It meets every week on Wednesday 
afternoons in the Student Council Chambers in the basement of the 
Campus Hinson Center.

The Inter Club Council is the governing body which allocates funds 
to De Anza College’s 67 active clubs. The ICC meets Wednesdays 
at 1:30 p.m. in the Student Council Chambers in the basement of the 
Hinson Campus Center.

»MEETING NOTES«Officers demand higher wages  

March 10

What happened: The Academic Senate 
heard a presentation last Monday by 
Karen Chow and Diana Alves de Lima 
of the Writing and Reading Center and 
the Tutorial Center, respectively, on the 
two centers’ functions and how faculty 
can better utilize them. Chow and 
Alves de Lima explained the similari-
ties and differences between the WRC 
and the Tutorial Center, and also cited 
funding and overcrowding as the two 
main challenges they face.

Why this matters: The WRC provides 
drop-in tutoring and resources for 
students, while the Tutorial Center 
matches students with a peer tutor that 
they stay with throughout the quarter. 
The WRC serves up to 150 students 
per day, and the Tutorial Center 
serves approximately 1,300 students 
per quarter.
             
            Jay Donde

ACADEMIC SENATE
The De Anza College Academic Senate is the representative body 
for all full and part time faculty of De Anza College and deals with 
college and district policies. The Academic Senate meets Mondays at 
2:30 p.m. in Admin 109 in the administration building.

JOSH BAYS/LA VOZ

Shawn McGann
LA VOZ NEWS

Not one, not two, but three cars 
collided next to De Anza College 
on Stevens Creek Boulevard last 
Wednesday, holding up traffic 
and drawing an array of emer-
gency personnel to the scene.

The accident began at 10:28 
a.m. when Earin Aao, driving a 
white Acura MDX, failed to stop 
her vehicle when traffic backed 
up and crashed straight into a 
white Mercedes Benz CZ30. The 
Mercedes then drove into the 
back of a black BMW 740 IL, 
driven by Pete Palmer, whose 
mother was in the passenger 
seat. The driver of the Mercedes 
Benz, Linda, did not provide her 
last name.

Foothill-De Anza Police offi-
cers were the first to respond to 
the accident. By 10:35 a.m. the 
Santa Clara Fire Department, 
Santa Clara Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, California Highway Patrol 
and paramedics had arrived to 
assess the damage.

Aao was the only driver with 
injuries; she asked for an ice 
pack for her sprained hand. The 
other two drivers and the pas-
senger had no injuries but were 
startled by the crash, they said.

Both the Acura and the Mer-

cedes sustained major frontal 
damage at the impact point and 
were leaking fluid from their 
engines. The BMW, by contrast, 
experienced only minor rear-end 
damage. Palmer estimated that it 
will cost him $10,000 to repair 
his car. 

At 10:40 a.m., the cars were 
moved to the side of the road in 
order to clear room for traffic, 
and campus police, paramedics 
and fire department personnel 
were dismissed from the scene 
so that sheriff’s deputies could 
conduct a short investigation led 
by Deputy Leo Gonzales. 

According to one of the  depu-
ties,  Aao was driving at an 
unsafe speed, so when traffic 
backed up, she could not slow 
down fast enough to avoid the 
car in front of her,.

“Anticipate that there is a lot 
of traffic and you need to be 
prepared to stop,” said Sherrif’s 
Deputy Steve Grisent, as advice 
to drivers on how to avoid acci-
dents.

While the BMW remained in 
driving condition, a tow truck 
and a flatbed arrived at 11:05 
a.m. for the Acura and Mer-
cedes. 

Traffic violations and accidents 
have been on the rise recently in 
the area surrounding the De Anza 
College campus, and the city of 
Cupertino has requested that the 
Santa Clara Sheriff’s Depart-
ment crack down on violators. 

Since Feb. 18, sheriff’s deputies 
have been stationed at random 
intersections near campus where 
they have been ticketing drivers 
who violate traffic laws. 

Soheil Rezaee is a staff reporter 
for La Voz. Contact him at 
soheilrezaee@lavozdeanza.com.

The Kirsch Center at De Anza College opened in September, 2005. According to members of De Anza’s Environmental 
Studies Program, the Kirsch Center is the lead demonstration building for energy innovation and sustainability in the 
California Community College System.

CAMPUS SNAPSHOT

Firefighters inspect a white Mercedes Benz CZ30 for fire hazards. A tow truck arrived later 
at the scene to remove first the Mercedes and then a white Acura MDX.

SOHEiL REZAEE/LA VOZ

Soheil Rezaee
LA VOZ NEWS
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serbia
There have been internal disagreements in Serbia’s gov-

ernment since Kosovo’s declaration of independence on 
Feb. 17. These disagreements have led to the dissolution 
of the parliament and early elections to be held on May 
11, as declared by Serbian President Boris Tadic. Ser-
bia must also now decide whether to continue pursuing 
a membership in the European Union as several nations 
in the EU have recognized Kosovo as an independent 
country. The proposal for early elections was accepted by 
the Serbian government last week following frustrations 
regarding the dispute between the pro-western Tadic and 
nationalist Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica, who threat-
ened to resign if elections were not held. “The Serbian 
government no longer has a united and common policy, 
which ... prevents the government from performing its ba-
sic constitutional function and conducting the policies of 
the Republic of Serbia,” the proposal said.

bahrain
A bank in Bahrain has been accused of contributing to 

Iran’s alleged nuclear activities, resulting in punitive ac-
tions being taken against it by the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment. The department believes that Future Bank B.S.C is 
being controlled by Iran’s Bank Melli. Bank Melli has al-
ready been sanctioned for “for facilitating Iran’s prolifera-
tion activities,” according to CNN. “Bank Melli goes to 
extraordinary lengths to assist Iran’s pursuit of a nuclear 
capability and ballistic missiles, while also helping other 
designated entities to dodge sanctions,” said Stuart Levey, 
undersecretary for terrorism and financial intelligence. 
American citizens won’t be allowed to do business with 
Future Bank, and all of the bank’s accounts and financial 
assets in United States will be frozen. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWShonors working with UCLa
After six years of deliberation, the 

De Anza College Honors Program 
is currently working on a finalized 
agreement with the UCLA adminis-
tration to offer a “Transfer Alliance 
Program” to De Anza honor students. 

Unlike most UC and CSU schools, 
UCLA does not provide transfer ad-
mission agreements or transfer ad-
mission guarantees to community 
colleges, but it does offer priority as-
sessment to students who are partici-
pate in a certified TAP.

Coordinator of Articulation and 
Transfer Services Renee Augenstein 
said, “It’s not the guarantee that ev-
eryone wants to hear. What it really 
means is you are going to be con-
sidered. [TAP] really increases your 
chances of being admitted.” 

Under the proposed agreement, 
only honors students will qualify for 
TAP status, in contrast to the TAAs 
and TAGs that De Anza currently has 
with four-year universities, which are 
available to the general student popu-
lace.  

In addition, UCLA’s final decision 
regarding whether or not to establish 
the program at De Anza will be based 
exclusively upon the strength and util-
ity of De Anza’s honors program.

A student’s TAP status is considered 
when UCLA makes admission deci-
sions, but international students are 
not considered in the same way as do-
mestic students. Significantly fewer 
international students are admitted 
to UCLA overall than domestic stu-
dents.

Honors Program Coordinator Alex 
Giardino said, “UCLA has probably 
the most strict transfer agreement 
program I have ever seen, so when we 
started this process a few years ago, 
there were other colleges that we al-

ready had agreements with, like UC 
Irvine, but UCLA requires a lot more 
[work on our part].” 

The criteria for TAP eligibility in-
clude evidence of De Anza College’s 
support for its honors program, an 
organized honors advisory or policy-
making group on campus, a desig-
nated counselor/adviser for honors 
students, the full breadth of honors 
course offerings with syllabi and evi-
dence that honors courses transferable 
to UCLA will be offered regularly. 

While UCLA’s evaluation of a com-
munity college’s honors program 
is usually based on the program’s 
breadth over a five-year period, the 
De Anza honors program is trying to 
put together a proposal for UCLA dis-
playing its breadth over the past three 
years, since prior to this the program 
was not substantial enough for con-
sideration.

“What we’re finding this year is that 
for the first time we have little bit of 
history showing that we have a strong 
honors program and that we can offer 
the breadth that UCLA is expecting,” 
said Augenstein. 

The honors program first looked into 
TAP in 2001, but wasn’t as strong as it 
is today, and could not meet UCLA’s 
requirements. 

In 2001 the honors program did not 
offer students a complete spectrum of 
honors classes, Augenstein said. “We 
had no math and sciences courses that 
were considered honors and therefore 
a student really couldn’t get a broad 
GE-based [courseload] completed 
within this program.”

“We only had six honors classes per 
quarter [at that time]. We’re up to 60 
this quarter,” said Giardino.

The change happened in 2005, when 
current Dean of Language Arts Lydia 
Hearn became the honors coordina-
tor. 

“Lydia Hearn really pulled up the 
program to where it is now. She not 
only increased the type of courses we 
offer but the sheer number of them,” 
said Augenstein. “Back then the hon-
ors program didn’t have the cohort 
concept.” 

Honors cohort classes allow students 
enrolled in a regular class to obtain an 
honors designation by signing a con-
tract, completing additional assign-
ments and attending cohort meetings 
with other honors students in the same 
class. This system drastically increas-
es the amount of classes at De Anza 
that can be taken with an honors label 
while still forcing honors students to 
strive academic excellence.

Giardino said Hearn has worked 
very hard to develop the honors pro-
gram because she genuinely cares 
about the students. 

“We’ve got a lounge and we’ve got 
the classes. We have to do one thing 
at a time. I feel like this school is the 
closest it’s ever been. We’ve come 
very far with this program,” said 
Giardino. 

A tremendous amount of work still 
needs to be done in order for the col-
lege to be eligible for TAP member-
ship. “I can’t imagine the college 
being in a position to submit a TAP 
proposal to UCLA this academic 
year,” Augenstein said.

The TAP agreement for UCLA will 
only be applicable to majors in the 
College of Letters and Science, ex-
cept for communication studies.   

Aiselle De Vera is a staff reporter for 
La Voz. Contact her at aiselledevera@
lavozdeanza.com.

Aiselle De Vera
LA VOZ NEWS
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The De Anza College women’s 
basketball team was defeated by the 
San Joaquin Delta College Mustangs, 
59-82, in the Northern California 
regional finals on March 8 at Delta 
College. The teams competed for a 
spot in the state championships, the 
Elite Eight Tournament, at University 
of Pacific from March 13-16.

“I felt we could’ve won this game, 
but it just wasn’t our night,” said Lisa 
Rhett.

The Dons previously competed in the 
regional semifinal playoffs against City 
College of San Francisco on Feb. 29, 
proving victorious in a neck and neck 
game with a score of 56-55. De Anza 
had lost against CCSF in the quarter 
regional finals on Feb. 22 by 36-47.

Delta College took an early lead, 
with Rhett making a three pointer to 
bring the score to 11-33 with eight 
minutes left in the first half. The first 
period ended with 19-50.

“We came out cold in the first half,” 
said Cleveland Prince, the Dons’ 
assistant coach. “[The first half] was 
the difference in the game.”

Six minutes into the second half, 
Derisa Taleni stole the ball from the 
opposing team and scored, adding to 
the 26-55 score. Taleni later kept the 
momentum going by successfully 
making a three point shot. With a 
score of 37-59 after ten minutes 
of the second half had passed, the 
competition heated up as the Dons 
stepped up their game.

With eight minutes left on the clock, 
tensions increased. As members of 
both teams rushed across the court, 
a member of the opposing team was 
unintentionally pushed down and 
Taleni accidentally fell over her, 

causing uproar in the audience as the 
opposing Mustang took a seat for the 
remainder of the game.

Eventually, the game reached a 
close score of 68-51. Unfortunately, 
the three minutes left had not been a 
sufficient amount of time for the Dons 
to triumph over Delta College.

“I think we were just half asleep, 
and that all just really came into play,” 
said Mia Sanchez. “[Delta] wanted it 
more, and it showed.”

Regardless of the loss, the Dons have 
an entire season of accomplishments  
of which to be proud. Taleni, the 
team’s all-state player, scored over 
twenty-five of the game’s points and 
has set a record at De Anza for total 
season points.

“In the beginning, I thought we were 
just a very young team,” Sanchez said. 
“We only had two returners coming 
back, so we just had a lot of growing 
up to do in the season.”

However, the team excelled in spite 
of the obstacles in front of them. The 
Dons went undefeated in their twelve 
conference games, crushing their 
opponents. De Anza stands at 23-8 
overall for the 2007-2008 season.

“Everyone didn’t think we were 
going to be a good team, but we came 
out conference champs,” Sherina 
Summers said, “and we earned 
respect.” 

Antoinette Luzano is a staff reporter 
for La Voz. 
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Women’s basketball team 
defeated in NorCal finals

Bad weather kills Dons’ game
On March 8, the De Anza College  

Dons traveled to the hills of San 
Bruno to face conference rival 
the Skyline Trojans. The weather 
conditions were less than ideal, 
with heavy fog surrounding the 
diamond throughout the duration of 
the game, which proved to influence 
the outcome. De Anza aimed to earn 
their first conference win of the 
season, but the second place Trojans 
had different plans.

De Anza came out swinging, as first 
batter Danny Hall jump started the 
Dons’ offense with a double, putting 
himself in scoring position. However, 
he was left stranded at third base, 
setting the tone for offensive struggles 
throughout the day for De Anza. 

“We didn’t capitalize on our 
opportunities,” said Assistant Coach 
Junior Rivera. After Hall’s double, 
the Dons went hitless in the next 
five innings. Rivera attributed the 
lack of offensive productivity to 
undisciplined at-bats by his players.

Jamie Wagner took the hill for De 
Anza, facing a potent Trojan lineup. 
Despite their reputation, Wagner said 
that he treated it just like any other 
game. 

“I told myself to just go right after 
them, and don’t be intimidated,” said 
Wagner. His approach worked well, 
pitching 6.1 innings, while allowing 
only four runs off of seven hits. 

“I was just trying to keep us in the 

game, and shut them down.” 
His counterpart, Skyline’s Marcus 

Pointer, pitched an excellent game, 
going eight strong innings, while 
allowing three runs off of five hits, 
racking up six strikeouts. He was so 
effective that during a portion of the 
game he retired eleven consecutive 
De Anza batters.

The unusual weather circumstances 
took effect in the bottom of the first 
inning, when Skyline’s Jeff Ramirez 
hit what would have normally been a 
routine fly ball to the outfield, which 
fell for a double because none of De 
Anza’s defenders could identify the 
ball through the thick fog. This bizarre 
play set the table for Dan McCarthy’s 
sacrifice fly later in the inning, scoring 
Ramirez from third base. 

Skyline’s single run in the first 
inning was enough to have the lead 
up until the top of the seventh, when 
De Anza’s Brian Roby sparked a 
rally for the Dons, striking a well-
placed ball into shallow left field, 
which popped out of the glove of the 
diving shortstop. Roby was hustling 
the whole way out of the batter’s 
box, ending up at second base. 

Later in the inning, Steve Harlow 
broke the Dons’ hitless streak with 
a line drive single into right field, 
driving in Roby for the first run of 
the day. Tommy Erlin was the runner 
trailing Roby on the base path, and 
he was waved toward home by the 
third base coach as well. 

Unfortunately for the Dons, the 

centerfielder made a perfect throw to 
home plate, and Erlin was called out 
on a bang-bang play. Nevertheless, 
De Anza managed to tie the game 
at one all. The Trojans wasted no 
time answering back with three runs 
of their own in the bottom of the 
seventh inning. After three doubles, 
and three runs surrendered, Wagner 
was removed from the mound. 

“I think I was getting tired. They 
started to figure me out, and they 
had some pretty good players,” said 
Wagner. 

Kazuya Matsumoto was summoned 
from the bullpen in relief, getting the 
next two batters out to end the inning, 
but the damage had already been 
done. The Dons were able to scrap 
together an additional two runs in 
the eighth frame, but in the end their 
efforts came too little too late, adding 
one more tally under the frustrating 
loss column this season. 

“We had our opportunities, but 
couldn’t get that clutch hit,” said 
Wagner. 

The Dons overall record now 
stands at 2-13, while they have yet 
to manage a single win within their 
Coast North Conference through five 
games. “We’re a better team than a 
lot of the teams we’ve lost to, and I 
think we’re coming around,” added 
Wagner.” 

Luis Cardenas is a staff reporter for La 
Voz. Contact Luis at luiscardenas@
lavozdeanza.com.

Men’s Baseball v. Skyline College:  De Anza @ 2 p.m.

Men’s Tennis v. Mission College:  De Anza @ 2 p.m.

Women’s Softball v. Chabot College:  De Anza @ 3 p.m.

Find more games at http://www.deanza.edu/athletics

Luis Cardenas 
LA VOZ NEWS

“I think we were all just half 
asleep, and that all came into 
play.”

Mia Sanchez, De Anza  Dons

UpCoMiNg AThleTiCS

Antoinette Luzano
LA VOZ NEWS

Despite Jamie Wagner’s (no. 12) effective pitching, the De Anza Dons baseball team lost the March 8 
game against the Skyline Trojans.
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Into the heartland
Illegal immigrants are moving into many areas that are not 
traditionally considered centers of immigration, like North 
Carolina, Iowa, Georgia and Ohio.

Estimated illegal 
immigrant population 
(2004)

less than 25,000

25,000-99,999

100,000-249,999

250,000-1million

Over 1 million

SOURCE: PEW HISPANIC CENTER LA VOZ

D.C.

About one in three immigrants illegal
More than 11 million immigrants are illegal in the United States, based on a 2005 study. Most of 
those 11 million are from Mexico or other Latin American countries.

Legal status Origin of illegal 
immigrants

Different jobs held by 
illegal immigrantsNaturalized 

Citizens (31%) 
11.5 million

Illegal
immigrants (30%) 
11.1 million

Legal
permanent 
residents (28%) 
10.5 million Refugees (7%) 

2.6 million

Temporary legal residents 
(3%) 1.3 million

Other 
Latin
America 
(22%)
2.5
million

Mexico (56%) 
6.2 million

Asia
(13%) 
1.5 
million

Europe & 
Canada
(6%) 0.6 
million

Africa & 
other (3%) 
0.4 million

Cooks (20%)

Construction laborers (25%)

Maids, housekeeping cleaners (22%)

Grounds maintenance workers (25%)

Agricultural workers (29%)

Total workers 
(thousands)

436

400

342

299

247

2,218

1,614

1,531

1,204

839

SOURCE: PEW HISPANIC CENTER LA VOZ
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At his first time on De Anza College 
campus, Richard Walter, one of the 
world’s most famous screenwriting 
teachers and author of three book, 
taught an exceptional, dynamic and 
passionate screenwriting class.

“[As the Japanese filmmaker Akira 
Kurosawa said,] ‘If the movie is 

really successful, credit the director, 
if it’s lousy, blame the scriptwriter,’” 
said Richard Walter, in front of a 
captivated audience of students at De 
Anza on March 6.

The Wall Street Journal has called 
Richard Walter, “The prime broker 
for one of Hollywood’s hottest 
commodities: student writers,” 
and also the prime reason for the 
impressive success record of UCLA’s 
film program over the last 40 years.

Indeed, Walter has a list on his wall 
with all the screenplays written by his 
former students, and the list is in the 
hundreds.

In 1998, the top five biggest 
blockbusters were all from writers 

in Walter’s list, said Barak Goldman, 
screenwriting teacher at De Anza, 
and Walter’s former teaching and 
academic assistant between 2004 and 
2005. 

Whether it is for writing, teaching, 
or business advices, “there is always 
Richard’s voice in my mind,” 
Goldman said. 

“He is like my second father, my 
screenwriting father, he is a genius.”

Not surprisingly, Walter has 
Hollywood’s attention, and when 
he gives a high grade to a script, he 
knows whom to call. 

“People send me scripts all the time, 
I’m just easy to find,” he said. “I never 
turn anybody down.”

As a trained actor and an experienced 
public speaker, Walter knows how to 
keep his audience, students or not, 
on the edge of their seats for ninety 
minutes.

“What could be greater than 
trafficking with your own imagination 
and literally swapping your day dreams 
for dollars. I can’t imagine anything 
more human, more humane; I can’t 
imagine anything of greater fun than 
that; I can’t imagine anything that’s 
more worth fighting and struggling to 
achieve in a life time,” Walter said.

“No one is exactly sure how he 
teaches but everybody says they 
wrote their best script in his class,” 

Goldman said.  

Delphine Maugars\ is a freelance 
reporter for La Voz. Contact her at 
delphinemaugars@lavoz.fhda.edu

william wilson/la voz

“What could be greater 
than trafficking with your 
own imagination and 
literally swapping your 
day dreams for dollars? 
I can’t imagine anything 
more humane.”

Richard Walters, reknowned 
screenwriting instructor

At the Altar band members are Tito Linhsamout, Charles Aquino, Paul Ponti, Cris Inong and Carlos de la Cruz (from left to 
right) incorporate both education and music into their lives. 

World famous screenwriter
visits De Anza students

homegrown sounds:

You might say “At the 
Altar,” a local rock band 

based in San Jose, is 
on a roll. This brand 
spanking new band 

came together last 
January. Oddly enough, 

all the band members 
grew up as neighbors, 

and all came to share a 
passion for music. 

In an interview with 
William Wilson, they 
tell us of their goals for 

the future and where 
their music is going.

“At the Altar” played at San Jose Skate on 
March 8, and are still booking more shows.

Paul Ponti, 23, is an English major at De Anza 
College, and plays guitar. Charles Aquino, 21, is 
also a De Anza student, and drummer for “At the 
Altar.” Carlos Dela Cruz, 23, plays the bass, and 
Tito Linhsamout, 22, plays the guitar. Vocalist 
Cris Inong is a De Anza alum and San Jose State 
University transfer student.

“At the Altar” leaves an impression on people 
as the kind of band that really loves what they 
do. 

With high morals and clear heads, they under-
stand the importance of their futures and don’t 
leave their educations on the back-burner. But 
have no doubt, music is their passion and their 

art.
William Wilson: Who inspires you musi-

cally?
Paul Ponti: “Coheed and Cambria,” (They 

have) a level of technical skill that a lot of other 
bands don’t have.

Charles Aquino: “Taking Back Sunday,” 
“The Used”, and “Story of the Year.” It reminds 
me of (my) late high school years, hanging out 
with my friends, driving around in cars listening 
to music, and just having fun, without any wor-
ries of bills, life and your future.

Wilson: What is “At the Altar” all about?
Ponti: We’re about being drama free.
Tito Linhsamout: It’s just about having fun 

and creating music that’s not influenced by any-

body else but the people that are in the band.
Wilson: The band has only been around since 

January and you’re already booking shows. As a 
band, what advice would you give to others?

Linhsamout: Just stick with it. No matter 
what happens, just stick with it; don’t give up. 
Make sure it’s all about what you really like do-
ing; you’ve got to enjoy doing it. If it starts to 
feel like a job, then you’re not doing the right 
thing. If it starts to feel like that, it’s probably 
not going to work out in the long run.

Chris Inong: Outside of this band, we’re all 
striving to become other things. We’re pursuing 
on with our careers. We aren’t depending on our 
band for life. Hopefully, some day we’ll make 
money. Getting into the music business is tough. 

It’s a really tough industry.
Linhsamout: It’s something we all love to do 

as a group; we share the same passion.
Wilson: Any final words?
Ponti: Hey, if you recognize us, say hello. 

Check out our music on Myspace, and if you 
like us, add us.

Linhsamout: Don’t be strangers. Come to 
some shows. Definitely check out our MySpace 
page.  

See and hear more “At the Altar,” at http://www.
myspace.com/atthealtarband. William Wilson is 
a freelance reporter for La Voz. 

At The Altar rocks SJ

Delphine Maugars
la voz nEws
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