


MONDAY
LAST GUARANTEED CHANCE TO BUY TEXTBOOKS
MONDAY, MAY 12, BOOKStORE
Please purchase all needed textbooks by today, 
as the De Anza College Bookstore is preparing to 
return all textbooks and paperback novels to the 
publishers and used book wholesalers.

Poetry Writing Week
Monday, May 12, 4-5 P.M., WRC and
Thursday, May 15, 4-5 P.M., WRC
The second annual poetry writing week offers 
students, faculty and staff an opportunity to 
unleash their inner poet, discover new tricks to 
generate poems, write in the company of other 
poets or wannabes and create crazy, extraordi-
nary, puzzling and powerful poetry. Prizes will 
be awarded on Thursday, May 22 at 4 p.m. For 
information contact dickersonbob@fhda.edu.

DE ANZA VICE PRESIDENT FINALIST FORUM
MONDAY, May 12, 10-11 A.M., CAMPUS CENTER FIRESIDE RM
Finalist Irving Berkowitz speaks at the second 
Open Forum for finalists for the position of De 
Anza College vice president of Instruction. 

LESBIAN/GAY/BISEXUAL/TRANSEXUAL/
QUEER WORKSHOP
MONDAY, May 12, 3-5 P.M., CAMPUS CENTER RMS A&B
This workshop offers students an open, safe conver-
sation about sexuality. A session will focus on the im-
age, history and cultural presentation related to the 
Latina/o LGBTQ community. Join others in an effort 
to tackle homophobia, machismo and discrimina-
tion. For information contact edgarismc@aol.com. 

TUESDAY
DE ANZA VICE PRESIDENT FINALIST FORUM
TUESDAY, May 13, 10-11 A.M., CAMPUS CENTER FIRESIDE RM
Finalist Brian A. Spillane speaks at the third Open Fo-
rum for finalists for the position of De Anza College 
vice president of Instruction. 

ISRAEL @ SIXTY: CLIMBING WALL
TUESDAY, MAY 13, 11:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M., MAIN QUAD
Try a “Masada” climbing wall, falafel and music.

WEDNESDAY
VOTER EDUCATION FORUM
Thursday, May 15, 1:30-3:30 P.M., CALIFORNIA HISTORY CTR
This voter education forum focuses on the im-
pact of the elections on our everyday lives. Par-
ticipants will find out how they can get involved 

Happenings@LaVozDeAnza.com
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INFO 
Send event notices to Happenings@LaVozDeAnza.com by Wednesday noon 
preceding the week of publication. Please type “Happenings” in the subject 
line. La Voz does not guarantee publication. All events take place on the De 
Anza College campus and are free, unless stated otherwise.campusEvents

before the June ballot. For information contact 
communityengagement@deanza.edu.

De Anza College’s Spring Fling
Wednesday, May 14, 2-4 p.m., Campus Center A&B
This annual celebration reception is for De Anza 
administrators, faculty and classified staff.

ISRAEL @ SIXTY: CHOCOLATE TASTING
WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 11:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M., MAIN QUAD
Enjoy chocolate tasting, trivia, music with DJ-SPEK.

NEW STUDENT & PARENT COLLEGE NIGHT
WEDNESDAY, May 14, 6:30-8 P.M., GYMNASIUM - PE2
High school students are invited for an informa-
tional evening for new students and parents. Future 
students attending will receive a free T-shirt, free 
schedule, free parking and early fall registration. 
For information contact miesorob@deanza.edu.

THURSDAY
HEALTH SERVICES’ BLOOD DRIVE
THURSDAY, MAY 15, 9 A.m.-4 P.M.
STUDENT COUNCIL CHAMBERS

De Anza College Spring Job Fair
Thursday, May 15, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Campus Center A&B
Approximately 45 local employers will meet 
students and discuss employment opportunities. 
Students should bring resumes to the event. For 
more info contact Cindy Lister at 408-864-5716.

ISRAEL @ SIXTY: DO-IT-YOURSELF GIFTS
THURSDAY, MAY 15, 11:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M., MAIN QUAD
Visit Israel booths with do-it-yourself take home gifts.

Guitar Recital with Steve Lin
Thursday, May 15, 12:30 p.m. 
Guitarist Steve Lin performs. For information con-
tact Ron Dunn at dunnron@deanza.edu.

FRIDAY
SUMMER IN VIETNAM
APPLICATION DUE FRIDAY, May 16 
Students are invited to earn college credit travel-
ing in Vietnam from July 22-Aug. 20. Airfare, food 
and lodging cost $3,000. For information contact 
vuduc.vuong@gmail.com or 415-407-6282.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT VOLUNTEERS DANCE
FRIDAY, MAY 16, 8-midnight, Sunken gardens

SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY
FRIDAY, MAY 16, FLINT CENTER, 8 P.M.
The San Francisco Symphony performs Brahms. Tick-
ets are available from Ticketmaster for $38-$65.

SATURDAY
PENINSULA SYMPHONY
SATURDAY, MAY 17, 8 P.M., FLINT CENTER
The Peninsula Symphony performs Mahler’s 
Fifth, featuring Jing Wang, the 2007 Irving M. 
Klein International String Competition winner. 
Tickets are available for $35 for the public and 
$29 for students and seniors at Ticketmaster.

SUNDAY
‘DUEL AT DE ANZA’ AUTOCROSS
Sunday, May 18, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Parking Lots A&B
Watch drivers navigate the course in cars of all types 
in this event sponsored by the Auto Club.

‘RENT’
SUNDAY, MAY 18, 7 P.M., FLINT CENTER
Flint Center hosts Broadway’s “Rent”, the win-
ner of the Tony Award for Best Musical and the 
Pulitzer Prize. Tickets are available from Ticket-
master for $39-$59.

MAY 19-25
THEATER: ERIK FLATMO
Monday, May 19, 10:30 A.M., G3
Erik Flatmo is a San Francisco set designer who 
has worked with the San Francisco Opera Cen-
ter, Stanford Summer Theater, A.C.T. Conserva-
tory and Yale Repertory Theatre. This event is 
presented as part of the Visiting Artists Series. 
For information contact Todd Gutmann at 
gutmanns@hotmail.com.

FALL IN LONDON INFORMATIONAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MAY 21, 12:30-1:30 p.m., Don Bautista Room
This meeting explains Campus Abroad to London, 
where students will participate in a 12-unit British 
Life and Culture program focusing on historical, 
political, economic and cultural aspects of contem-
porary Britain. The approximate cost is $4,620 
plus airfare. Another meeting will be held on June 
16. For information call Art Turmelle at 650-949-
7614.

Student Athlete recognition
Wed, May 21, 1:30-3 P.M., Conference room b
Ice cream, cookies and drinks will be provided 
at the student athlete recognition program.

‘DREAM OF DOUBT’ SCREENING
WEDNESDAY, May 21, 1:30-3:30 p.m., MCC 16
This film follows post-9/11 hate crimes against 

Sikh immigrant communities. The film viewing 
will be followed by a moderated panel and com-
munity dialogue. For information contact 
communityengagement@deanza.edu.

FREE CHAIR MASSAGE
WEDNESDAY, May 21, 3:30 p.m., MAIN QUAD
Students in the Massage Therapy Program offer 
free 15 minute chair massages for students, staff 
and faculty. 

EXPRESS ART CONTEST 
FOR HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY
THURSDAY, MAY 22, 11 A.M.-2 P.M., MAIN QUAD STAGE
The winners of a performance art contest per-
form as part of national Asian & Pacific Islander 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day.

Carolyn Keen Literature Prize
ESSAYS DUE FRIDAY May 23
The Carolyn Keen Literature Prize grants annual 
awards to outstanding essays written by stu-
dents at De Anza College on works of literature. 
Prizes range from $100-300 and the winning es-
say will be published in Red Wheelbarrow. Sub-
mission information is at http://www.deanza.
edu/news/literaryprize0408.html.

MAY 26-31
FILM SCREENING: ‘Deportation across 
immigration communities’
WEDNESDAY, May 28, 1:30-3:30 p.m. CAL HISTORY CTR
This film will be followed by a panel discussion fo-
cusing on deportation amongst Southeast Asian, 
South Asian and Filipino communities. For informa-
tion contact communityengagement@deanza.edu.

RESOURCE FAIR
THURSDAY, MAY 29, 11:30-2:30 P.M., MAIN QUAD
Local community organizations demonstrate what 
they have to offer. The event will feature live per-
formances and music by a local DJ. For informa-
tion contact julianaB9@yahoo.com. 

DRUM FOR FUN!
THURSDAY, MAY 29, 12-1 P.M., MAIN QUAD
Join the Jews, Israelis and Friends Club for an inter-
active and entertaining drumming session with in-
ternationally renowned, award-winning percussion-
ist and community drumming leader Jim Greiner.

LATINO HERITAGE MONTH RESOURCE FAIR
THURSDAY, MAY 29, 11:30-2 P.M., MAIN QUAD

HIP HOP ARTIST RENNIE HARRIS TO APPEAR
Thursday, May 29, 1:30-2:30 p.m.,  A11 Choral Hall
Artistic Director and Choreographer Rennie Har-
ris gives a lecture and hip-hop demonstration. 

ACADEMIC SKILLS WORKSHOPS
Academic Skills Workshops are small, interactive presentations and discussions 
designed to help De Anza students succeed in their classes. Workshops are 
open and free to all students, based on available space. For more information, 
visit the Tutorial and Academic Skills Center in L 47.
DAY	 DATE	 TIME	 TOPIC			   WHERE
Monday  	 5/12/08	 9:30AM	 No-Freakin’-Speakin’ Speeches	 WRC/ATC309
		  10:30AM	 Critical Thinking Tips		  WRC/ATC309
		  11:30AM	 Goal Setting & Motivation	 L47 A
		  1:30PM	 Test Taking Tips		  L47 A
		  3:30PM	 Writing Thesis Statements*	 MCC 10
Tuesday 	 5/13/08	 9:30AM	 Note Taking Strategies	 L32
		  10:30AM	 Braingame: Concentration	 L47 A
		  11:30AM	 Spelling Strategies*		  L47 A
		  1:30PM	 Vocabulary in Context*	 WRC/ATC309
		  2:30PM	 Making Effective Decisions	 L47 A
Wednesday  5/14/08	 8:30AM	 Tests With Less Stress		  L47 A
		  9:30AM	 Textbook Reading		  MCC 12
		  11:30AM	 No-Freakin’-Speakin’ Speeches	 L47 A
		  1:30PM	 Memory Strategies		  L47 A
Thursday  	5/15/08	 9:30AM	 Engaging Ethics		  L47 A
		  11:30AM	 Editing Skills		  WRC/ATC309
		  1:30PM	 Note Taking Strategies	 L47 A
Monday 	 5/19/08	 10:30AM	 Test Taking Tips		  L47 A
		  11:30AM	 Critical Thinking Tips		  WRC/ATC309
		  1:30PM	 Goal Setting & Motivation	 L47 A
		  3:30PM	 Study Skills for Math & Science	 L47 A
Tuesday  	 5/20/08	 9:30AM	 Editing Skills		  L32
		  10:30AM	 Writing, Grammar Web Resources	 L47 A
		  1:30PM	 Sentence Skills*		  WRC/ATC309
		  4:30PM	 Tests With Less Stress		  L47 A
		  6:00PM	 Engaging Ethics		  L47 A
Wednesday  5/21/08	 10:30AM	 Textbook Reading		  WRC/ATC30
		  2:30PM	 Time Management Strategies	 L22
Thursday  	5/22/08	 10:30AM	 Communicating in Study Groups	 L47 A
		  2:30PM	 Sentence Skills*		  WRC/ATC309
		  3:30PM	 Engaging Ethics		  L47 A
*These workshops are recommended for students who have not yet completed EWRT1A or ESL5.
 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY TRANSFER EVENTS
UC Davis: Every Monday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Transfer Center
UC San Diego: Thursday, May 22, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Transfer Center
UC Santa Cruz: Wednesday, June 4, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Transfer Center
Cal State Northridge: Tuesday, May 20, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Campus Center Lobby
SFSU: Thursday, May 22 and June 5, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Transfer Center
SJSU: Thursday, May 15, 10 a.m.-1p.m., Transfer Center
Fashion Inst. of Design & Merch.: Thursday, May 29, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Main Quad
Notre Dame de Namur U: Thursday, June 3, 11 a.m-1 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

STUDENTS WANTED ...
Cross Cultural Partners: Cross-Cultural Partners is looking for 50 more ap-
plicants who speak fluent English. Apply by Thursday, May 15 to:  
http://www.deanza.edu/ccpartners/.
Red Wheelbarrow Literary Magazine: Get your poetry, plays, stories, comics, 
artwork and photographs published. Send your submissions or questions to 
weisnerken@fhda.edu. Summission deadline is Wednesday, May 21.





Even halfway around the 
world, Lauren Bryeans was 
staying involved.
Bryeans attended a party 

last year hosted by members 
of the De Anza College base-
ball team where she and two 
other De Anza soccer players 
allege a sexual assault took 
place against a 17-year-old 
girl. 
The three students claim 

to have interrupted the al-
leged assault, after which 
they rushed  the girl to the 
hospital. 
Subsequent to the incident, 

Bryeans flew to France to 
take part in a study abroad 
program. 
While the other two stu-

dents involved, April Grolle 
and Lauren Chief Elk, stayed 
in America, Bryeans gave her 
statement at the American 
embassy in Paris and also at-
tended a video conference as 
part of the investigation.
“The only thing I couldn’t 

do was be there physically,” 
she said.
Bryeans now attends Sad-

dleback College and studies 
psychology. Although she 
is not playing on the soccer 
team, she still keeps herself 
busy and works out, she said.
Bryeans said that being in-

volved in this case has been 
like a roller coaster for her-
self, Grolle and Chief Elk. 

“We’ve been trying to get 
our mind off the case,” she 
said. “We’ve tried not to let 
this affect us.” 
Despite that, she said that 

even when the three talk 
about something small and 
unrelated, the conversation 
often turns back to the inves-
tigation. 

Many people have reached 
out to the three students as 
a result of the case. She said 
that she is especially thank-
ful to the sheriff’s depart-
ment since, “They listened 
to us when nobody else was 
really listening.”
Bryeans said that De Anza’s 

reputation should not suffer 
as a result of the incident. 
“It shouldn’t be called the 

‘De Anza baseball case,’” 
she said. “It should be that 
several guys made a bad de-
cision, and it just happened 
that they were De Anza base-
ball players.”

Kelly Truong is a staff report-
er for La Voz. Contact her at 
kellytruong@lavozdeanza.
com. Tamara Hahn is a free-
lancer for La Voz.
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“We’ve tried not  
to let this affect us.”

Lauren Bryeans, one of the 
three women claiming to 

have witnessed an assault

Tamara Hahn and
Kelly Truong
LA VOZ NEWS

A witness tells 
her story

Timeline of events following the party
Lauren Bryeans discusses her involvement in 

De Anza alleged rape investigation March 3, 2007:
A party is held at the home of a 
De Anza College baseball player. A 
17-year-old girl, alleging she was 
raped at the party, is rushed to the 
hospital the next morning by three 
De Anza students.

March 7, 2007:
Eight members of the De Anza
baseball team are suspended under 
the college’s disciplinary policy while 
police investigate the charge of sexual 
assault. March 21, 2007:

DNA samples from men who
attended the party are obtained by 
Santa Clara County sheriff deputies to
help the investigation. 

April 9, 2007:
Another De Anza student reports 
being sexually assaulted by members 
of the De Anza baseball team at a 
party in the same home.

May 21, 2007:
After two months of investigation, 
Santa Clara District Attorney Dolores 
Carr decides to not press charges in
the case due to insufficient evidence.

June 6, 2007:
After public outcry, the case is turned 
over to Caifornia Attorney General
Jerry Brown for review. District 
Attorney Dolores Carr says Brown will 
arrive at the same conclusion.

Aug. 28, 2007:
Mayor Chuck Reed gives a plaque and 
a presentation of commendation to 
the three students who rushed the girl 
to the hospital for their assistance and 
willingness to come forward. 

May 3, 2008:
The state Attorney General’s Office
says it will not press charges due to 
lack of evidence found after more than 
1,000 hours of investigation. May 5, 2008:

Two of the witnesses said they could 
identify two of the men involved. 
However, the state Attorney General 
said none of the men involved could be 
identified.



After seeing plans cancelled for a 
Valley Transportation Authority tran-
sit center, De Anza College agreed to 
a new bus stop for bus line 23 to be 
built on its campus by fall quarter. 

VTA approached De Anza with a 
proposal for the bus stop in early April 
after the Foothill-De Anza District 
Board of Trustees denied a proposal of 
constructing a VTA transit center on 
the east side of the De Anza campus. 

The bus stop will be built in front 
of Staff Parking Lot A1 and will be 
smaller than the proposed VTA tran-
sit center, which could have taken 
up as many as 500 current parking 
spaces in lots B and C.

“We thought that this would work 
[better],” said Director of College 
Services Donna Jones-Dulin. 

The bus stop will cost the college 
11 staff parking stalls. “It should not 
affect student parking at all,” Jones-
Dulin said. “[Staff members] thought 
that it was well worth the loss in or-
der to provide something that is con-
venient for students.” 

The Campus Facilities Committee, 
College Council and the De Anza 
Associated Student Body senate ap-
proved of the proposed bus stop in 
the span of one month.

Unlike the VTA transit center, 
which would have served buses from 
nearly all routes near De Anza, in-
cluding lines 54 and 53, the new stop 
will only be for bus line 23. Accord-
ing to a college study, among the stu-
dents who commute to De Anza by 
bus, over 50 percent of them take bus 
line 23.

Bus 23 currently comes into the 
campus at the Mary Avenue entrance, 
passes through the De Anza College 
drive and exits to Stevens Creek 
Boulevard. 

The stop will be the bookend for line 

23’s westbound route, and the first 
stop for its eastbound route, and will 
stop for a maximum of five minutes.

“It also makes it convenient for 
disabled students who have been ask-
ing for a bus stop on campus,” said 
Jones-Dulin. 

Plans are in place for a special 
walkway to be made from the new 
bus stop to the Student and Com-
munity Services Building to clarify a 
designated space for pedestrians, and 
especially disabled students. Con-
struction will begin at the end of June 
and the costs will be paid by VTA. 

“VTA has one time federal funds 
that will disappear at the end of this 
year, so it has to be done as soon as 
possible,” said former Student Trust-
ee Jordan Eldridge.

Also, De Anza will take responsi-
bility for maintaining the landscape 
around the stop and collecting gar-
bage for recycling. 

“We have told [our concerns] to 
VTA and they will provide both trash 
and recycle containers, but because 
VTA does not recycle, the campus 
made the commitment that they will 
pick up the trash and recycling,” 
Jones-Dulin said. “It was our com-
mitment because we wanted to have 
recycling containers there.”

There will be no additional costs 
for De Anza because it already has 
a recycling program. Moreover, De 
Anza has requested that VTA use al-
ternative fuel vehicles for line 23 as 
soon as possible.

There is no plan at this point to con-
struct another bus stop for different 
lines. “They may suggest that maybe 
another bus route is coming … but 
this could never turn into a transit 
center,” Jones-Dulin said.  

Yujin Yoshimura is  a freelance 
reporter for La Voz. 

“We are trying to include the 
managers at [college] bookstores in 
on this project,” Baker said. “They 
could access the same online infor-
mation and sell a printed version 
to students at a marked up price. 
It would eliminate the need for the 
bookstore to send back books that 
aren’t purchased, consequently al-
leviating shipping costs.”  

Baker’s team is currently conduct-
ing a one year feasibility study to 
figure out what open-source text-
book program will work for the 
faculty and students, though “cer-

tain questions linger in their heads,” 
Baker said. 

“Will the faculty find the online 
textbooks awkward? Will the stu-
dents find the online textbooks awk-
ward? We don’t know yet. That is 
ultimately what this year is about, 
finding out what works.” 

The bookstore is planning to start a 
textbook rental program next quarter 
in which students would pay approx-
imately 30 percent of the retail price 
to rent a textbook for the quarter. 
Due to limited space, the initial for-
ay would be a limited pilot project 

based on available funds and space. 
The Academic Senate will flesh 

out guidelines to determine which 
books get chosen. Suggested books 
were those used often before being 
replaced with newer editions, expen-
sive books over cheaper ones and 
books for general education courses, 
because G.E. students are less likely 
to keep their books.”   

Audrey Barker is a staff reporter 
for La Voz. Contact her at 
audreybarker@lavozdeanza.com
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Free, open-source textbooks coming

Yujin Yoshimura
LA VOZ NEWS

The De Anza Associated Student 
Body Senate approved adding a 
Valley Transportation Authority 
Eco Pass initiative to the DASB 
elections ballot this week.  

If passed by students, the Eco 
Pass will allow De Anza College 
full time students to have unlimited, 
free access to VTA buses and light 
rail trains. According to the senate, 
the cost for the Eco Pass project will 
be covered by a quarterly fee of up 
to $5 for all full time De Anza stu-
dents. Full-time students would be 
required to pay the fee whether or 
not they plan to use the service.

Former De Anza Student Trustee 
Jordan Eldridge, who has no voting 
power in meetings, criticized the 
senate for prematurely pushing the 
Eco Pass project onto this week’s 
student election ballot before hav-
ing concrete plans for it despite 
nearly one year of planning.

“There’s no contract. You don’t 
have any proposal right now besides 

[that fact that] you want to have it,” 
Eldridge said. 

He also criticized the senate for 
asking the students to approve an un-
specific fee increase. “You are giving 
the students permission to increase 
their fees, so you have to have a spe-
cific amount,” Eldridge said.

The senate-approved version of 
the Eco Pass initiative to appear on 
this week’s ballot promises that the 
mandatory fee “would not exceed 
$5.” 

As of press time, the approved 
ballot questionnaire asks students to 
mark whether they are full time or 
part time students.  Only those who 
indicate that they are currently full 
time students are invited to vote on 
the Eco Pass project.  

There is no system in place to en-
sure that students will answer truth-
fully about their part time or full 
time student status.

Presidential hopeful Terell Chris-
topher Sterling, one of only three 
members of the public to attend the 
meeting, said he agreed that the Eco 

Pass ballot initiative is premature. 
Although he feels the kinks need to 
be worked out, Sterling said he still 
plans on voting yes to approve Eco 
Pass during this week’s elections.

He said that his friends who attend 
San Jose State University, where 
the Eco Pass program is in place, 
“love it.” Sterling also said that Eco 
Pass would be a good solution for 
students who are dealing with in-
creasingly soaring gas prices and 
are looking for alternative forms of 
low-cost transportation.

One of the most vocal senate pro-
ponents of the Eco Pass project has 
been Yujin Yoshimura, who has 
spearheaded the project since his 
June 2007 election to the senate.  
He said that he personally supports 
the Eco Pass project, but wants both 
supporters and opponents of Eco 
Pass to make their voices heard.  

Dan Sealana is  a freelance reporter 
for La Voz Weekly.

Eco Pass on ballot for students
Dan Sealana
LA VOZ NEWS

Bus stop planned for campus, 
VTA Transit Center scrapped Full-time students will pay extra fee
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SAN FRANCISCO STATE

n Study with leading faculty—cinema, 
business, biology and more 

n Meet a diverse range of people
(all 50 U.S. states, 90 countries) 

n Enjoy on-campus housing, or live in 
the heart of San Francisco

San Francisco State University enrolls 

more students from around the globe than 

any other master’s-level university in the 

United States:

Visit www.sfsu.edu/~gotosf         e-mail  gotosf@sfsu.edu   tel  415.405.4254

 “With the professional program 
I need and the most reasonable tuition,

SF State is my No. 1 choice.
—Maya, Taiwan, Counseling student”

International Workers’ Day was May 1, and 
while most De Anza College students went 
about their normal day, a coalition of clubs led 
by the Students For Justice spoke out on a wide 
range of issues such as oppression, immigration 
and global occupation.  

Approximately 50 members of SFJ and stu-
dents gathered in the L Quad at 11 a.m. with 
many participants choosing not to attend classes. 
They marched towards the Main Quad in a pa-
rade calling for an end to social injustice.   

The demonstrators chanted, in both English 
and Spanish, “The people united will never be 
defeated,” a quote made famous during opposi-
tion to the dictatorship of the Chilean President 
Augusto Pinochet in the 1970s and 80s.

In the Main Quad, Pericardium, a local band, 
set up for a performance at the steps of the Learn-
ing Center, but was later told to relocate in front 
of the Main Quad fountain. W.I.S.E. 37 and the 
World Peace Buddhist club set up booths by the 
fountain in support for the demonstration.  

The activists turned towards the S Quad and 
began to call for an end to occupation in differ-
ent regions of the world. SFJ activists entered 
classrooms and encouraged students to walk out 
despite the objections of instructors. 

The protestors then began to shout “F*** the 
police” as they advanced towards the Science 
Center. Several of the demonstrators swatted the 
windows in an attempt to get students’ attention, 
hoping they would be willing to sacrifice a day 
of class for their cause.

After passing the Science Center, they pro-
ceeded to the G Building, entering any room 

with students and an open door. They entered 
with a loudspeaker and the SFJ flag to get more 
students to join in their parade.

The march continued into the Hinson Cam-
pus Center, where dining students took a mo-
ment to look up at the demonstrators as they 
exited through the patio door. They passed the 
Sunken Garden with Foothill-De Anza police 
looking on.

They continued the march until they arrived 
back in the L Quad, then continued to the Main 
Quad and into the Learning Center with loud-
speakers. The march ended as the activists 
chanted their call to action on the steps of the 
Learning Center and Pericardium began to per-
form by the fountain.  

The remainder of the event was marked by 
music and spoken word performances as par-
ticipants in the march declared to a crowd of 
onlookers the issues that they were protesting 
against. 

Among the marchers was Yujin Yoshimura, a 
candidate for the position of vice president of 
administration in the De Anza Associated Stu-
dent Body, speaking out against budget cuts 
in education. 

Not all onlookers saw the demonstration as 
peaceful and productive. Some students viewed 
the event as disruptive to their learning environ-
ment and presenting a call to action in a threaten-
ing manner. 

“I support what they’re doing, but I think they’re 
going about it the wrong way,” said Britt Parker, a 
De Anza student. “Protests are peaceful but their 
signs and actions indicate otherwise.” 

Soheil Rezaee is the features editor for La Voz. 
Contact him at soheilrezaee@lavozdeanza.com.
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Protestors cry out, “The people united will never be defeated!”

mike Anderson (2) /la voz
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Soheil Rezaee
LA VOZ NEWS

De Anza students march for social causes

Above: De Anza student Bola Njinimbam addresses students through a bullhorn 
during International Workers’ Day at De Anza College on May 1, 2008. 
Below: The Students For Justice march before the rally in the main quad.
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I was a latchkey child who watched a 
lot of TV. Ironically, that’s how I stum-
bled upon my first art film. I was surf-
ing TV channels one day after school 
when I came upon a movie that looked 
and felt profoundly different from any 
movie I had ever seen before. 

The story was about a teenage girl 
and her young brother who were lost 
in the Australian outback and trying to 
find their way back to civilization and 
their big city home. The name of the 
movie was “Walkabout.”

The movie used a point of view I had 
never seen before. Often there would 
be a long close-up of a tree trunk or 
the stonewall of a mountain, then sud-
denly, as if by magic, the tree trunk or 
wall came alive revealing all its subtle 
nooks, crannies and nuances to the 
viewer. There would be a close-up of 
an ordinary stone, and somehow, the 
director made the stone look fascinat-
ingly hypnotic. 

Then there’s the scene where the 
beautiful teenage sister goes for an 
artsy, cinematic nude swim in the heart 
of the natural world, enjoying the free-
dom of the wild, exploring her sensual 
connection to nature, and discovering, 
even in the midst of tragedy and de-
spair, the unconquerable joy of living.

Indeed, the camera acts as the fourth 
character of the film. Like a wise old 
wizard with a long white beard and 
crystal staff, the camera in “Walk-
about” takes you by the hand and care-
fully reveals the mystical beauty and 
perfection of the natural world and our 
connection to it. 

The young brother sees and feels the 
beauty and perfection of the natural 
world immediately because he is still 
very young, but his teenage sister has a 
harder time of it. 

She has grown accustomed to life 
in the big city and at first sees only 
the danger and hostility of the natural 
world they are lost in. But as the sister’s 
cinematic journey unfolds, even she 
comes to see, feel, know and love the 
truth and beauty of the natural world, 
and what she first feared as her mortal 
enemy, she later comes to regard as the 
greatest friend and teacher of her life.

And when the children at long last 
find their way back to their big city life, 
it is not marked by joy and relief as you 
would expect, but is marked with a for-
lorn longing to return back to the natu-
ral world and the profound happiness 
and harmony they found there.

But like all great works of art, “Walk-
about” is an enigma and cannot be en-
tirely understood. The film ultimately 
raises more questions than it answers, 
forcing us to contemplate life in exis-
tential terms, something we rarely do 
in our modern materialistic age.

What made “Walkabout” different 
from any movie I had ever seen before 
was that it was not a movie – it was an 
art film – and my first experience of an 
art film. 

When I first watched “Walkabout” 
as a young boy, I certainly did not un-
derstand every bit of it, but somehow 
the central theme of the film was pro-
foundly clear to me even then: Modern 
society is insane and we need to find a 
more natural way to live.

One way we measure the impor-
tance of a film is to see how well it 
withstands the test of time. Not only 
has “Walkabout” withstood the test of 
time magnificently; the central theme 
is truer now more than ever. 

Paul De Amicis is a columnist for La 
Voz. Contact him at pauldeamicis@
lavozdeanza.com

This week: 
The art film from the 

land down under

Paul De Amicis

Cinema 
Cafe

Niko Bellic, a Serbian veteran 
of the Bosnian War, arrives in the 
United States in hopes of finding the 
American dream. 

When Bellic first steps foot on 
the docks of Liberty City, he’s ex-
cited to see his cousin Roman, who 
brags in his letters to Bellic of his 
success. 

Sadly though, Roman’s story of 
fortune is in fact a story of  debt.  

For Bellic, this is one of many 
moments of disappointment he will 
experience on his journey to find 
what he desires on the streets of 
Liberty City. 

But for the player, there are hardly 

any disappointing moments when 
they experience the world of “Grand 
Theft Auto IV” for the Xbox 360 and 
Playstation 3. 

“GTA IV” is more of a revolution 
in console gaming than just another 
video game. 

Thanks to the hardware of fourth 
generation consoles, this is not the 
Liberty City that players experi-
enced in “GTA III”.

The city has been redesigned to 
resemble New York City, and  Bel-
lic no longer drives around on his 
own; a Global Positioning System is 
available to navigate his rides. 

Furthermore, while most games 
just focus on showing off their shiny 
new graphics (and ignore elements 
such as plot and playability), “GTA 

IV” focuses on the smallest of de-
tails to provide the player with a 
spectacularly real adventure. Even 
Bellic’s bulletholes look genuine. 

Combat and action aren’t ignored 
either. Both have receive a complete 
overhaul that improves the gam-
ing experience, and the inclusion of 
rag doll physics and realistic blood 
splatter has made “GTA IV” the 
most violent game in the series yet. 

The depiction of the Liberty City 
Police has also received a complete 
make over as officers patrol the 
streets wearing a variety of uniforms   
and armed with traditional law en-
forcement weapons. 

The law is now more of a challenge 
than ever, as higher felonies will at-
tract more than two police cars, and 

if you’re lucky, a helicopter.
Finally, as if to complete an already 

perfect experience, for the first time 
ever in “GTA” history there is option 
for multi-player gaming. 

Up to a glorious 16 players can  
work together or fight it out in either 
a death match or a street race. 

Excited yet? Well, this is only the 
tip of the iceberg. 

Truly, this is an experience that 
words alone cannot explain. Try it 
for yourself and feel the amazing-
ness that is the new “GTA IV”.  

Soheil Rezaee is the features editor for 
La Voz. Contact him at soheilrezaee@
lavozdeanza.com.
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A virtual revolution
Video game review: Grand Theft Auto IV provides a new player experience
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