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IMPORTANT DATES
Dec. 3-Jan. 6
Continuing Student Registration 
Dec. 10-Jan. 6
New/Former Student Registration
Monday, Jan. 7
First Day of Winter Quarter
Friday, Jan. 18
Last Day to add Quarter-Length Classes

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Tuesday, Dec. 4, 6pm
Merritt @ De Anza
Wednesday, Dec. 19, 7pm
College of Redwoods @ Eureka
Saturday, Dec. 22, 6pm
Sacramento City @ De Anza
Sunday, Dec. 30, 7pm
Ohlone @ De Anza

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Wednesday, Dec. 12, 7pm
Las Positas @ De Anza
Saturday, Dec. 15, 2pm
American River College @ De Anza
Saturday, Jan. 5, 6pm
Solano College @ Fairfield 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, 7pm
San Jose City College @ De Anza 

LIST OF INTER CLUB COUNCIL DRIVES
The Inter Club Council, ICC, is sponsoring 
two drives during the winter quarter. Start 
saving up and donate. All items donated 
will be given to a good cause or aid in 
saving the environment. 

WINTER 2008
Eyeglass Drive- 
Monday Jan. 14-Friday Feb. 1 
Donate unwanted eyeglasses for people in 
need in other countries.
Cell Phone Drive
Monday Feb. 11-Friday Feb. 29
Donate your unwanted cell phone(s) for 
victims of domestic violence. 
Drop off donations at the following loca-
tions:
     -Student Activities, 
      lower level of Campus Center
     -Administration Building Lobby
     -Learning Center Lobby
     -Advanced Technology Center Lobby
     -Wellness Center

WINTER 2008 SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 
The online Schedule of classes for the Win-
ter 2008 quarter is available online. Find it 
at www.deanza.edu/schedule. 

NON-FICTION TO FILM WORKSHOP
Tuesday, Dec. 4, 12:30-1:30pm
The Writing and Reading Center is hosting 
an event with author/screenwritter Javed 
Mohammed in ATC 109. 

POET/ACTIVIST EDDY ZHENG 
Tuesday, Dec. 4, 4:30-6pm
After serving 20 years in prison for rob-
bery, Eddy Zheng has committed his life to  
crime prevention with at-risk youth. Zheng 
has written and published articles on his 
experience as an Asian-American inmate. 
Zheng will talk about his first anthology of 
writings called “Other: An API Prisoner’s 
Anthology.” The event will take place in the 
Writing and Reading Center in the upper 
level of the Advanced Technology Center.  

EVENING OF CONTEMPORARY BIG 
BAND JAZZ
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 7pm
The De Anza College “Daddios” Evening 
Jazz Ensembles, directed by Steve Tyler, 
will present a program of contemporary 
big band jazz. The “Six O’Clock” and 
“Eight O’Clock” jazz bands will perform, 
along with the Lynbrook High School jazz 
ensemble and the Miller Middle School 
jazz band. The event will take place at 
Lynbrook High School Theater, 128 John-
son Ave, San Jose. Tickets are $5 general 
admission. 

DE ANZA COLLEGE BOOKSTORE SALE
Thursday, Dec. 6, All Day
The De Anza College bookstore will be 
offering 25 percent off on all logo items for 
the whole day. Items include shirts, sweat-
ers, hats and backpacks.

STUDY IN FLORENCE, ITALY 
SPRING 2008
Thursday, Dec. 6, 12:30-1:30pm 
Students interested in studying in Florence, 
Italy during the Spring 2008 quarter can 
attend an informational meeting. In Italy, 
students will study the language, literature, 
history and humanities of the country. 
Hosted by the Campus Abroad Program, 

the meeting will take place in Admin 103.

PETER AND THE WOLF, A MUSICAL TALE 
BY SERGE PROKOFIEV
Thursday, Dec. 6, 8pm
The De Anza Chamber Orchestra will per-
form the classic musical Peter and the Wolf 
conducted by Lauren Tayerle. The event 
will be held at the Choral Hall in A-11. The 
cost of admission is $5 for students/seniors 
and $8 for general admission.
 

PLANETARIUM SHOW
Saturdays, Dec. 8 and 15, 
Closed Dec. 22 and 29 
Celebrate the newly opened Planetarium 
by going to one of the shows. Shows are 
every Saturday and are projected from a 
state-of-the-art star projector.  
Dec. 8
Astronomy Shows
6pm The Planets
7pm Infinity Express
8pm Infinity Express
Laser Shows
9:30pm Holiday Magic
10:30pm Pink Floyd: Darkside of the Moon
Dec. 15
Astronomy Shows
6pm The Secret of the Cardboard Rocket
7pm Astronaut
8pm Infinity Express
Laser Shows
9:30pm Holiday Magic
10:30pm Pink Floyd: Darkside of the Mood
For future shows or more information visit 
www.planetarium.deanza.edu/

GUITAR SOCIETY PRESENTS 
PHUNG TUAN VU
Sunday, Dec. 9, 7pm
The guitar society presents Vietnamese solo 
classical guitar artist Phung Tuan Vu. Vu will 
play in room A11 in the Coral Hall at De 
Anza College. Tickets range from $15-$20 
and can be ordered through www.sbgs.org 
or 408-292-0704. 

LUNCHEON AND FASHION SHOW
Tuesday, December 11, 12pm
The Latina/o Recognition Ceremony Com-
mittee will host an event featuring tradition-
al Mexican food and Guatemalan fashions 
modeled by Puente students. Tickets are 

$20 and all proceeds go to a scholarship 
that is given out at the end of the year. The 
event will take place in the Hinson Campus 
Center. For more information on the event 
or purchasing tickets contact Marc Coro-
nado at 408-864-8409.

CLUB DAY
Thursday, Jan. 24, 11am-1pm
The Inter Club Council will be hosting their 
quarterly Club Day. Club day is an event 
that showcases the diversity and interests 
of over 60 clubs that De Anza has to offer. 
Meet new people and get free stuff. The 
event will take place in the Main Quad, in 
front of the De Anza library. For inquires 
about clubs or starting a club visit www.
deanza.edu/clubs or contact La Donna 
Yumori-Kaku at 408-864-8692.   

BURDEN & BONUS EXHIBIT
The California History Center is exploring 
the history of the preservation and demo-
lition of the De Anza campus. The exhibit 
will continue until April 2008. For more 
information, contact 408-864-8986.

SCHOLARSHIPS AT DE ANZA 07-08
Apply to more than a hundred avail-
able scholarships provided by various 
organizations. Applicants must meet the 
requirements for each scholarship and get 
a recommendation from a professor. Most 
applications are due on February 14. To 
get the forms to apply or for more informa-
tion check out  http://www.deanza
.edu/financialaid/scholarship.html or visit 
the Financial Aid office. 

OUTREACH JOBS AVAILABLE 
The De Anza Outreach program is hiring 
five Student Ambassadors for winter and 
spring quarters at $10/hr. They are looking 
for students who have a good understand-
ing of the high school populations De Anza 
serves and have good communication and 
interpersonal skills. For more information 
about the job contact Rob Mieso at 
miesorob@deanza.edu.

BOOKS FOR WOMEN IN THE 
ELMWOOD JAIL
The Santa Clara County Commission on the 
Status of Women launched a book drive 
for women in the Elmwood jail in Milpitas. 

Easy-to-read paperbacks on women’s 
health, parenting, self-help and fiction can 
be dropped off at the Administration Office 
through Jan. 3.

FINANCIAL AID 
Receive money for classes by filling out 
a Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA). Students may qualify for a 
governor’s fee waiver or receive money 
for books. Offices are located downstairs 
in the Campus Center and the north side 
of the Patio. 

FREE LEGAL ADVICE
Sign up for a 15 minute appointment with 
lawyer Ron Goularte to discuss a legal 
question. Goularte can be found in the 
Student Activities Office in the lower level 
of the Hinson Campus Center. Students 
are asked to make an appointment and 
show a current DASB card. For questions 
or to make an appointment visit or call the 
Student Activities Office at 408-864-8756.

DISCOUNTED AMC MOVIE TICKETS
De Anza’s Student Accounts Office is offer-
ing discounted AMC tickets. Tickets range 
from $6-$7.50 depending on when the 
movie will be watched. 

VOCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP - The Rotary 
Club of Palo Alto announces the availability 
of vocational scholarships for the 2008-
2009 school year. Visit  www.rotarypalo-
alto.org under the Scholarships Menu for 
more information or for application forms.

FACULTY AND STAFF EVENTS
FACULTY AND STAFF HOLIDAY 
LUNCHEON
Monday, Dec. 3, 11:30am-1pm
In the Hinson Campus Center Conference 
Rooms A & B

HOLIDAY BOX TO IRAQ 
Donate by  Friday, Dec. 7
Johnny McCartt, the De Anza Veterans’ 
Coordinator, is coordinating efforts to send 
a holiday box to a battalion in Iraq with a 
soldier who is planning to attend De Anza 
when discharged. The battalion has access 
to a microwave, stove and cooking pots. 
Items can be dropped off at Admissions 
and Records.
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INFO 
Send event notices to Happenings@LaVozDeAnza.com by Wednesday noon 
preceding the week of publication with “Happenings” in the subject line. La 
Voz does not guarantee publication. All events take place on the De Anza 
College campus and are free, unless stated otherwise.campusEvents



NewsDECEMBER 3, 2007 PAGE 3

News in 
Brief

Inter Club Council 
approves travel 
budget

Ehssan Barkeshli
LA VOZ NEWS

At the Nov. 21 Inter Club 
Council meeting, the travel 
budget for the De Anza club 
Christians on Campus’ trip to 
Anaheim for Dec. 24-29 was 
approved. They requested 
$1,950 to cover registration 
and lodging fees for four 
students and an adviser at the 
2007 Christian Winter Training 
Conference. The conference will 
include a strict daily schedule 
of Bible study seminars in 
the morning and listening to 
speakers at night. The approval 
passed by consensus putting the 
ICC travel balance at $7,300.

Student enrollment 
increases

Anna Rendall
LA VOZ NEWS

Student retention increased at 
De Anza College fall quarter. 
The number of students who 
enrolled in fall quarter on-
campus classes increased by 
approximately 2 percent from 
fall quarter, 2006, according 
to an e-mail De Anza President 
Brian Murphy sent to De Anza 
faculty. Student retention refers 
to the number of students who 
remain enrolled in classes for 
a full quarter and students who 
enroll again for the following 
quarter. Murphy said that he 
credits faculty and staff for 
increasing enrollment because 
they implemented strategies dis-
cussed on opening day, such as 
providing students with financial 
aid guidance, giving directions 
on campus and other “myriad 
small gestures.” 

Students advocate for Propostion 92 on campus
Tara O’Sullivan, a De Anza College student 

majoring in social science, is promoting propo-
sition 92, which will be on the ballot Feb. 5. 

“Proposition 92 is going to lower student fees, 
so it is important that we vote yes on the propo-
sition,” said O’Sullivan. “It also puts a cap on 
how much they can raise student fees and they 
have to inform us before they do it.” 

The proposition consists of three parts, one of 
which is lowering student fees from $20 to $15 
per semester and limiting future fee increases so 
that fees cannot exceed the cost of living. De 
Anza’s fees would be lowered from $13 to $10 
per quarter.

O’Sullivan and Jessica Smith are two of many 
students who are canvassing and handing out 
flyers promoting the proposition. “We’ve been 
doing it every day, Monday through Thursday 
since last Monday,” said O’Sullivan. They say 

they will continue until finals week. 
They are doing this as a Civic Engagement 

project for their political science class taught 
by Nicky Gonzalez Yuen. Students are putting 
flyers under faculty office doors and conducting 
three to five minute presentations in class.

A second part of the proposition would adjust 
government funding. De Anza instructor Rich-
ard Hansen, as the president of the Faculty As-
sociation for the Foothill–De Anza Community 
College District, was involved with creating the 
proposition. He said the proposition will cre-
ate stable funding for community colleges. Al-
though  another proposition, 98, protects com-
munity colleges, it caused fees to increase in 
bad economic times, he said. The most recent 
fee increase was in 2003 when fees increased 
to $26.

The third component of the proposition guar-
antees that the governing structure of communi-
ty colleges consists of a board of trustees. Gon-

zalez Yuen, who is also on the board of trustees 
for the Peralta Community College District, 
said that when Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger was elected, he proposed elimination of all 
community college boards of trustees. 

“It would have established a board in Sacra-
mento that was completely out of touch with 
local conditions of community colleges,” said 
Gonzalez Yuen. “Well, Cupertino is very differ-

ent than Oakland. Local student populations are 
so, so different, it’s really important to have a 
local board. They know what makes sense for 
their local schools in a way that people in Sac-
ramento don’t quite nearly get (because they are 
in Sacramento).”

Opponents of the proposition say that Prop 
92 “will cause more problems than it claims to 
solve,” despite their general support for com-
munity colleges. “It’s just not the right funding 
mechanism. There’s nothing to help low income 
students with costs at all,” said said Theresa 
Wheeler, a campaign manager on No on Prop 
92.   

The No On Prop 92 Web site states the propo-
sition may reduce fees supporting health care 
and K-12 public education funding. The Cali-
fornia Teachers Association, California Faculty 
Association, UCs and CSUs are groups that op-
pose the propositon. 

Library offers access to LexisNexis database

Nitzan Beck
LA VOZ NEWS

According to the letter sent out to 
Perkins Loan borrowers, since July 
07, repayments are down 43 percent.

Cindy Castillo, the director of Fi-
nancial Aid and Scholarships at De 
Anza College, said “The Perkins 
Loan is a sort of revolving account.  
The government does not give us any 
money for the Perkins Program. The 
money that is being repaid from for-
mer borrowers revolves back to the 
new borrowers. I’ve been here thirty 
years and what we do is look at the 
collections from last year, take a con-
servative estimate of the total repay-
ment for this year, and then project 
how much we’ll have. Then we award 
based on that projection.”  

Castillo said that previous borrow-
ers were attempting to pay. She said 
that many checks received could not 
be used, because the account hold-
ers simply did not have the money in 
their checking accounts.  

Huynh said that students had con-
tacted the Financial Aid Department 
worried that they were not on the 
wait list for disbursements and seek-
ing further explanation of the circum-
stances. 

Castillo said that there is no way to 
know why a group of borrowers are 
acting a certain way at a particular 
time.  

She said that she could only specu-
late why borrowers were not repaying.  
“People go into repayment at different 
times,” said Castillo.  

Perkins Loans do not accrue interest 
until after the student exits college for 
six months. Because borrowers went 

into repayment at different times, 
it was impossible to know for sure 
whether the recent housing bust was 
the reason borrowers weren’t repay-
ing.

Financial Aid officers are telling 
students relying on Perkins money to 
apply for Stafford loans, or if they al-
ready have Stafford Loans, to increase 
the amount they are borrowing.  

Concerning a student facing finan-
cial hardship, Huynh said, “I replied 
to her and urged her that if it’s not 
enough for her, to keep her in school, 
that she must go ahead and see Joe 
Ngo, for a Stafford Loan. If she al-
ready applied for a Stafford then she 
should consider an alternative loan.”

Perkins loan money runs dry 

Instructor alerts counselor over poem
After turning in a poem with an oral 

disclaimer that it was an experimental 
piece and to “not take it seriously,” 
Yao Fa Lu, a De Anza College stu-
dent, was escorted to the Admissions 
and Records Office to discuss what 
prompted him to write the poem. 

The poem said the Virginia Tech 
shootings were blown out of propor-
tion by the U.S. media. Lu also wrote 
about personal ailments such as an-
orexia and post-traumatic stress syn-
drome from fighting an unjust war. 
Dean of Counseling Howard Irvin, 
a counselor and a campus security 
guard escorted Lu.

“The counselor who spoke to me 
kept shaking her head, and at one 
point said ‘I blame hip-hop for this’,” 
said Lu.

Irvin said that pulling students out 
of class does not happen often. “Since 
I’ve been here, it hasn’t been a regular 
occurrence,” he said. “We don’t just 

go to classrooms and take students out 
because we do not prohibit students 
from learning. A student has a right to 
learn and pursue their education. We 
will not do anything unless there are 
extenuating circumstances.”  

Since turning in the poem, Lu is re-
quired to include a written disclaimer 
and a letter of intent every time he 
submits a poem to his instructor, Rain 
Jordan. 

Jordan said she was not able to speak 
about Lu’s situation due to confidenti-
ality issues. But said, as an analogy, 
that if someone was having a heart at-
tack you would help them.

“I feel that one of the great things 
about De Anza is freedom of speech, 
and I think this impinges on that 
right,” he said.

Lu placed third in the annual “Red 
Wheelbarrow” poetry competition last 
spring for his piece about cocaine use 
and other social problems, for which 
he also won a cash prize.

A student in Lu’s class who wishes 

to remain anonymous said, “What I 
can tell you about Yao Fa Lu is that 
he’s a student who has been through a 
lot, and his work is edgier than most 
people’s, but if you understand where 
he’s coming from and what he’s been 
through, you’ll understand his writ-
ing. Let me give you some context. 
He grew up in Burma, which, if you 
know anything about Burma, is one 
of the harshest environments you can 
come from. On top of that he served 
in the army in Singapore, for which 
the traumatic drills training is infa-
mous.”

“Let’s say you were a teacher and 
you received some of this offensive 
material and you’re aware of some of 
the things that happened at Virginia 
Tech and some other schools,” said 
Irvin. “What you would want to do is 
have someone else look at it.”

Irvin said it is policy to make contact 
with a student based on an instructor’s 
feelings or concerns. He said campus 
security is also made aware. 

“It’s a protective measure, and we 
try not to be imposing,” said Irvin. 
The security officer who escorted Lu 
would have taken action if Lu was 
considered to be a hostile element, 
said Irvin. 

Lu said his teacher singles him out 
on a regular basis. 

“She told me that if I whisper to 
my friends during class once more 
without being called on, or even ut-
ter a laugh, she’ll drop me from her 
course without discussion. Others are 
not treated the same way, even though 
they are being far more disruptive 
than me,” he said. 

“If [the instructor] was really con-
cerned about my well-being, I expect 
that she would come and talk to me 
first, rather than giving my personal 
poem to somebody outside of class, 
which I never would have anticipated, 
and then having me pulled out of class 
without so much as saying a word to 
me,” he said. 

Ehssan Barkeshli
LA VOZ NEWS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT “Students could 
go into repayment 
years from now if 

they stay in school, 
get their Ph.D. We 

could not see a 
repayment for up to 

ten years.”
Cindy Castillo, Director of          

Financial Aid and Scholarships

“It will give people 
the impression that         

community colleges are 
taken care of.”

Theresa Wheeler, a campaign manager on 
No on Prop 92

Access to LexisNexis Academic is 
now available to De Anza College 
students through any computer with 
Internet access using their student 
IDs. 

LexisNexis Academic is a collection 
of public records, unpublished opin-
ions, forms, legal, news and business 
information. It includes all current 
United States statutes, laws and pub-
lished legal case opinions that date 
back to the 1770s.

“We have really good reasons for 
going for LexisNexis,” said Interim 
Dean of Library Services Judy Mow-
rey. “One is our large paralegal pro-
gram, which will benefit from what is 
probably the strongest research data-
base for legal issues around. We also 

have a great business program, and 
business students should be familiar 
with how to use LexisNexis in doing 
business and market research.”

Students need to use the library Web 
site www.deanza.edu/library/ to enter 
into the archive system. The De Anza 
College Library was able to order 
a subscription to this archive due to 
falling prices in the marketplace and 
recent boosts in the library budget. 

The cost of a LexisNexis Academic 
subscription for De Anza is $7,875.12 
annually. De Anza pays less than the 
regular rate because of the member-
ship it shares with a consortium of 
California Community Colleges. 

The consortium receives discount 
rates because it purchases databases 
as a group. “What we used to get for 
$10,000 or $15,000 per year in terms 

of subscriptions, we’re now getting 
exponentially more,” said librarian 
Lena Chang.

“We’re trying to get a broad range 
of specialized programs, and we have 
ample funding this year. We expect to 
have ample funding next year,” Mow-
rey said. 

After next year, however, access to 
the databases may be affected. De 
Anza is on a three year cycle for sub-
scriptions and funding. Mowrey said 
she expects subscriptions to diminish 
once funds run out. “I think we’re one 
of the few community colleges that 
have the full bundle of databases, in-
cluding EBSCOhost, Info Trac, Pro-
Quest and now LexisNexis. We may 
not have all of these forever. One of 
things we’re trying to get a feel for is 
which ones we’re really going to use, 

which ones are stronger so that when 
we reach the next time when we have 
to cut back, which will happen, we’ll 
be in good shape.”

Other subscriptions that have been 
added to De Anza’s inventory are 
Automotive Technology, Nursing da-
tabases and another database called 
“The Vault,” which has career infor-
mation for students. 

“We have had requests for MLA, 
which gives us access to the scholarly 
journal JSTOR, and that’s probably 
the next one down to get when that 
time comes,” said Mowrey. “PsychLit, 
which is a major player in the field of 
psychology, is the other database with 
information that students have wanted 
access to, but the company that owns 
it has everything locked up into their 
product, and it’s really expensive.”

The library is pursuing a format 
change in the way students can access 
archives of the New York Times. “We 
have just sent out the order to pur-
chase rights for the New York Times 
historical database, which contains 
every issue [of the paper] digitally 
from 1850 onward,” Mowrey said. 
“That’s something we’re doing as a 
legacy for the future. “We have the 
microfilm from 1950 on, which we 
spend $7,000 every year to expand, 
but nobody wants to come down to 
the library and look at that. This actu-
ally comes out more cost-efficient for 
De Anza in the long run.” 

The New York Times database will 
be available in the winter quarter. 

Ehssan Barkeshli
LA VOZ NEWS









Manju Jaidka visited De 
Anza College to discuss gen-
der roles in Bollywood and 
Jhumpa Lahiri’s Pulitzer Prize 
winning book “The Name-
sake” in the Writing and Read-
ing Center on Nov. 20. 

Jaidka, who lives in India, is 
a professor of English and was 
the former chairperson at Pan-
ja University in Chandigarh, 
India. She has published eight 
books and organizes interna-
tional conferences for Society 
for the Study of Multi-Ethnic 
Literatures of the World. 

Jaidka is also on the Inter-
national Advisory Panel of 
the International American 
Studies Association. She has 
traveled to many universities 
around the world conducting 
discussions to raise awareness 
about gender issues, specifi-
cally in India, as well as dias-
pora matters.

At her visit to De Anza, 
Jaidka discussed the woman’s 
commonly accepted roles as 
being daughter, wife or moth-
er, instead of having her own 

identity. In India, arranged 
marriages and the dowry sys-
tem still exists, and women are 
expected to be docile home-
loving virgins when taken for 
brides. 

Even in current times, there 
is still significant discrimina-
tion around the globe against 
women. Problems include do-
mestic violence, unreported 
rape, infanticide, selective 
abortion, limited or unfair edu-
cation and work opportunities, 
and honor killings.

“Among educated working 
women, they still have house-
work and their salary goes to 
their husband and in-laws. It is 
said that only if she is wicked, 
will a woman spend on her-
self,” said Jaidka. 

When women do get op-
portunities, equal pay is not a 
common practice and women 
at the top are accused of com-
promising themselves, Jaidka 
said. 

She also reflected upon the 
film “Fire,” a controversial 
English film dubbed in Hindi 
about two lesbians. At the time 
it was released, it had received 

so much angry feedback from 
Indian conservatives, that the 
producer went into hiding.

Jaidka answered questions 
about another controversial 
event regarding the topic, 
which was when Richard Gere 
kissed Bollywood actress Shil-
pa Shetty at an AIDS aware-
ness event. Conservatives 
were  outraged and demanded 
an apology. Jaidka said sexu-
ality is not to be expressed by 
women because they are pre-
dominantly expected to be shy 
and quiet.

Some legal action has been 
made in India to improve op-
pression of women, like the 
Domestic Violence Act, but 
progress can be slow because 
most women don’t want to dis-
honor their family by reporting 
crimes, she said

“Are we unhappy about it? 
Well there is so much to be un-
happy about, but then there is 
so much going on in the world 
we forget about it,” she said. 
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International author visits De Anza
Katie O’Hara

la voz news

katie o’hara/la voz

Do you Speak ManDarin? 
Seeking fluent Mandarin speaker who can practice 
it with young children on weekends for a few hours. 
MP area. (650) 854-2504
 
CHiLD Care STaFF neeDeD! 
yMCa CHiLD Care - Directors, Assistant Direc-
tors, Teachers and Teacher Aides needed! Looking for 
a fun rewarding career working with children? The 
YMCA of Santa Clara Valley is hiring for Licensed 
School-Age Child Care Centers TODAY! Programs 
located throughout San Jose, Cupertino, Saratoga, 
Campbell and Evergreen. Full & part-time positions 
available – hours flexible around school. Fun staff 
teams, great experience working with children, career 
advancement, excellent FT/ PT benefits and training 
opportunities. Teachers require minimum 12 semester 
units (16 quarter units) in ECE, education, recreation, 
psychology, sociology, physical education and/ or 
other related fields. For more information, locations 
and pay ranges, check out our website at http:// www.
scvymca.org/ jobs/ index.php (408) 351-6434
 
 
LiFeguarD & SwiM inSTruCTorS yMCa 
LiFeguarD & SwiM 
inSTruCTorS neeDeD! 
If you enjoy being around the water and want to be 
paid for it then the YMCA of Santa Clara Valley has 
the job for you! You must be at least 16 years of age, 
enjoy working with people, and the have passion to 
make a difference! Please visit our website at http://
www.scvymca.org/jobs/index.php for more details 
(408) 351-6434 

Free CLaSSiFieDS For STuDenTS

please contact reza kazempour at 
(408) 864-5626 or visit www.lavozdeanza.com 

for more information

classifieds

Manju Jaidka, an English professor, author and member of the Society for the Study 
of the Multi-Ethnic Literatures of the World, visited De Anza College on Nov. 20 to 
discuss gender equality and women’s rights.







A couple of weeks ago, a group of 
animal rights activists came to De Anza 
College and distributed brochures pro-
moting a novel idea. Instead of trying to 
move heaven and earth to get everyone 
to become a vegan, this idea implored 
people to do something far more rea-
sonable: if you have to eat meat, go 
ahead –  just eat less.

This is a good idea for many reasons, 
the most important of which is that eat-
ing less meat not only means less ani-
mal cruelty, but also less waste.

According to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Americans waste 96 bil-
lion pounds of food each year. Timothy 
Jones, an anthropologist at the Univer-
sity of Arizona, estimates that “40 to 50 
percent of all food ready for harvest in 
the United States never gets eaten.” 

On the household level, this figure in-
dicates that every American family of 
four throws $590 worth of food into the 
trash per year. 

Before we consider the impact that 
our consumption habits have on ani-
mals, perhaps we should consider their 
impact on the millions of people starv-
ing around the world.

Buying food and then throwing it out 
literally takes meals out of the hands 
of the poor, as the action of purchas-
ing this wasted food needlessly drives 
up prices. Just how bad is the problem? 
Every year U.S. households perform 
the equivalent of burning $43 billion for 
naught. Think of the many other uses to 
which we could put that money.

While many of us view meat as an 
irreplaceable component of our daily 
diet, we can certainly consume less of 
it by simply reducing our waste. This 
approach can even be incorporated into 
our favorite cuisines. 

Ramen, for instance, is a type of 
Japanese noodle that, when profes-
sionally prepared, is served in a soup 
called Torigara. This soup, in turn, is 
made from the broth of boiled chicken 
ribs. According to the Chinese tradition 
book “Collected Wisdoms,” chicken 
ribs are “inedible things, but useful in 
some ways,” and so we can see that one 
method of reducing waste is to simply 
branch out our tastes.

Real cruelty comes from an ignorance 
of our own impact, not just on animals and 
the environment, but on each other.  

On Nov. 20, the United States Su-
preme Court announced that it would 
hear a case involving the Second 
Amendment to the Constitution for the 
first time in nearly 70 years. This case 
may very well yield the most significant 
decision handed down by the Supreme 
Court since the 1976 Roe vs. Wade rul-
ing on the legality of abortion.

 At the heart of this case, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s ban on handguns 
from which it emerged, is the vague 
wording of the Second Amendment. It 
states: “A well regulated militia, being 
necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms, shall not be infringed.” 

What does this mean? Does every 
U.S. citizen have the right to keep guns 
at home, or only members of the afore-
mentioned “well regulated militia”? 
And even if one side is proven “more 
legal,” does that necessarily make it 
“more right”?

The central basis of the argument for 
gun control is gun violence. If guns are 
harder to buy – or outlawed outright 
– there should then be a subsequent de-
crease in crimes committed with guns. 

Unfortunately, there are several flaws 
in this hypothesis.

Anyone who uses or plans to use a 
firearm in an act of violence is already 
a criminal, so there really exists no de-
terrent to obtaining a gun illegally. In 
fact, there are significant benefits for 
criminals who obtain their guns outside 
the law. 

When a firearm is obtained legally 
through a licensed dealer, there are 
background checks, paperwork, per-
mits and waiting periods. All of these 
processes are designed to link a gun to 
its owner, so it would be advantageous 
for a criminal to bypass all of these 
steps to buy an untraceable gun on the 
black market. 

The result would be that law-abid-
ing people are left unprotected in their 
homes while armed criminals roam the 
streets. Gun bans and strict gun control 
often only hurt the people who follow 
the laws, not the ones who will actually 
commit violent crimes.

Certainly, not just anyone who comes 
in off the street should be able to throw 
down some cash and walk away with a 
Glock. There can be a middle ground. 
American citizens should be able to 
purchase and keep guns to protect 
themselves and their families, but there 
also should be some control, so not just 
anyone can buy a firearm. 

The Supreme Court is scheduled to 
hear this case in March 2008, and truth-
fully, the verdict is, at this moment, un-
predictable. The only question you need 
to ask yourself is, “Do I feel lucky?” 

Well, do ya, punk? 

OPINION 
ONLINE

      
“Love & sex” 
by Shabnam Mahmoudkhan 
at lavozdeanza.com
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opinion& Editorial

Every family, regardless of race, reli-
gion or creed, has to deal with annoy-
ing relatives. We’ve all got them and 
we all have to see them year after year 
at every single emotionally hazardous 
gathering. 

Maybe seeing your mother-in-law 
makes you want to pull your hair out. 
Maybe your uncle hits the eggnog 
punch a little too hard. Whatever is 
ailing your holiday festivities, rest as-
sured that there’s a solution to your 
problem. 

Problem #1: Grandma never approved 
of Mom marrying Dad, or Harry, or 
Richard, or Tom. 

Odds are nobody even likes your 
mom, especially by the time she’s 
brought around hubby number four. 
She has emotional needs nobody can 
fill at this point, and maybe Grandma 
blames herself or is upset that her 

daughter doesn’t spend time with her 
anymore. 

Comfort dear old Grammy by re-
minding her that while divorce rates 
in America are at an all time high of 
50 percent, that figure only applies to 
first marriages. Second marriages have 
a divorce rate of 67 percent and third 
marriages a divorce rate of 74 per-
cent, so marriage number four must be 
doomed. She’ll be seeing her little girl 
more often very soon.

Problem #2: Uncle John goes all Mr. 
Hyde after hitting the holiday punch 
bowl too hard – a.k.a. The Return of 
Mr. Grabby-Hands. 

There’s a fine line between touchy-
feely and manhandling. And when a 

snaggle-toothed hillbilly uncle is in-
volved, it’s definitely the latter. 

You might try polite warnings or just 
walking to the other side of the room 
when you see the town idiot of the 
party stumbling towards you, but if 
that’s all you’ve got the “cajones” for, 
you need to learn how to man up and 
try something new. Next time, hit the 
fire alarm. Once the sprinklers go off 
and everyone is distracted, whip out 
your mini bottle of mace and squirt 
old Grabby right in the eyes. Later, af-
ter he wakes up, tell him that in all the 
commotion, he obviously must have 
spilled vodka all over his face. 

Problem #3: Your big sister/brother 
loves you, but finds it hilarious to dis-

cuss your most embarrassing moment 
at the dinner table. 

This one takes some planning ahead. 
What you need to do here is complete-
ly bypass mature confrontation and go 
straight to underhanded cruelty. For 
the few days before the dreaded gath-
ering, start leaving anonymous notes 
in your sibling’s car or backpack about 
how generally disliked he or she is. 

You could go with the ugly angle, or 
even throw the stupid person insults in 
there. The point is to get them weak. 
At said family gathering, bust out your 
carefully collected arsenal of every 
photo of him/her when they were fat 
with braces. 

Pretend that you put it together be-
cause it’s “just so cute!” Not only will 
your irritating sibling probably never 
get on your case again, but also might 
spend a few years in therapy to boot! 
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Letters
We know, we know! 
Now help us quit

In “After decline, smoking rates 
remain dormant” (11/19) Patricia 
McLaughlin is quoted as saying: 
“We want teens making decisions 
on their own, but we also want 
them to be armed with appropri-
ate knowledge.” 

As noted in the story, this year 
alone there is a combined $107 
million budget for tobacco edu-
cation from California tax money 
and the Truth campaign. 

Although the Truth campaign’s 
intentions of educating teens about 
the propaganda the tobacco indus-
try uses to get people addicted to 
their product is good, I believe the 
campaign is ineffective. The last 
Truth campaign commercial I saw 
on television was based on tactics 
used decades ago involving peo-
ple dressed up as cartoon charac-
ters to target young children. 

But when was the last time you 

saw a dinosaur roaming the streets 
promoting smoking? 

The fact of the matter is, “smok-
ing is bad” is something that has 
been embedded in our brains since 
we were in elementary school. It is 
time to stop shaming smokers and 
show them that they can cut the 
habit. Being an ex-smoker myself, 
I know it is much easier to light a 
cigarette up than to put one out.
	 																	
	 													Anh-Thy	Nguyen
			 	 										San	Jose

It’s the season of giving, 
but keep illness to yourself

Winter is coming; it is the season 
of illnesses. In response to “Sick 
at school? A little courtesy goes a 
long way” (11/26), I think students 
coming to school sick is a serious 
problem without an easy solution. 
I feel bad when someone next to 
me sneezes and coughs the whole 
class period. 

What can I say? I cannot be 
mean and tell him to move away. 
What can I do? I don’t want to hurt 

someone who already feels bad. It 
is scary, especially during finals. 

On the other hand, do people 
who get really sick want to stay 
home and rest? Most people would 
say they have to go to school. Dur-
ing finals last quarter, I suffered 
internal gland inflammation inside 
one of my eyes. I couldn’t even 
open my eye, and of course it re-
ally hurt. 

I know you want to say, “Why 
didn’t you stay home?” I wanted 
to. But what if my grade dropped 
to a B? I had to go to school em-
barrassed, knowing people would 
look at me weirdly. We do have 
sick days, but some students use 
them just to hang out with friends 
and skip class; eventually the 
teacher doesn’t believe students 
anymore. 

Having a healthy body is the 
best, but if your condition is really 
bad, think about your classmates. 
If you don’t give your illness to 
them, they will hope you feel bet-
ter and come to school soon.
	 	 	 				
	 	 	 		Lu	Li
	 	 										San	Jose

Corrections
RE: “Gobble Gobble” 
11/19, page 6
The Turkey Trot Race in Downtown 
San Jose was run on five and ten 
kilometer courses, not five and ten
mile courses, as printed. 
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ters more than 300 words may be ed-
ited for length. Letter content must not 
be libelous or intended to air personal 
grievances. La	Voz does not guarantee 
that submissions and letters to the editor 
will be printed, nor does it guarantee 
coverage of events for which it receives 
press releases. La	Voz	reserves the right 
to edit letters and submissions for clar-
ity in accordance with Associated Press 
writing style.

America’s fortunate problem  
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