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The in ten t of th is  ed ition  is  to  e x p o se  to  
the stu d en ts  long sta n d in g  c r it ic is m s  of th e  
p resen t stru ctu re  of stu d en t g o v er m en t.  
The S en tin e l ed ito rs  b e lie v e  th a t th e se  
c r it ic ism s  are  v a lid : th e  s tru ctu re  of the  
ASFC g o v er n m e n t n e e d s  to be ch a n g ed .

W hat w e h op e to  in it ia te  is  a n ew  con cern  
for ch a n g in g  th a t s tru ctu re  and  w e in tend  to  
provide in  th e  S en tin e l a foru m  for furth er  
d iscu ssio n  of th e n e e d s  of F ooth ill stu d en ts  
and th e  p o ss ib le  fo rm s th a t g o v ern m en t  
m igh t ta k e  in  o rd er to  m e e t th e se  n eed s .

We n e ith er  su pp ort nor op p ose  any  
can d id a te  or s la te  of ca n d id a tes  for th e  
p resen t e lec tio n . W e do re co m m en d  th a t  
you vo te  y e s  on th e  p rop osition  th a t a sk s:  
“ Is th ere  a n eed  for ch a n g e  in th e  
organ ization  and stru ctu re  of th e  p resen t  
ASFC stu d en t g o v e r n m e n t? ”

A fu n ction  of a n ew sp a p er , b eyond  
rep ortin g  th e  n e w s , is  to  a tte m p t to  in form  
th e p u b lic  of is s u e s  and s itu a tio n s w h ich , in  
th e ed ito rs op in ion , a re  im p ortan t to  th e  
re a d e rs . T h is is  p a rticu la r ly  th e  c a s e  in
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a r e a s  w h ich  con cern  the e s ta b lish ed  in 
stitu tion s th a t e x e r c is e  a con trol o v er  our 
liv e s . It is  in th is  ca p a c ity  that w e p resen t  
th e cr it ic a l e s s a y s  th a t w ill be found on  
p a g e s  on e and four of th is  sp e c ia l report.

We reco g n ize  th a t full c o v e r a g e  of the  
op in ions in vo lved  in th e co n tro v ersy  of 
stu d en t g o v ern m en t h a v e  not b een  in clu d ed  
in th is  ed ition , it is  our h ope that w e  w ill 
cr e a te  a re sp o n se  by reop en in g  th e  
ex a m in a tio n  of w h at is  w ron g w ith  our 
go v ern m en t and th a t from  th is  resp o n se  an  
a ffir m a tiv e  and m u lti-d im en sio n a l p er
sp e c tiv e  w ill d evelop .

The S en tin el is  d ed ica ted  to  con tinu in g  
and b road en in g  th e co m m u n ica tio n  of id eas  
n e c e ssa r y  to th e furth er d ev e lo p m en t of 
stu d en t a w a r e n e ss  and th e grow th  of 
resp o n siv e  in stitu tion s. W e so lic it  your  
v ie w s on th e co n tro v ersy  su rroun din g the  
need  for ch a n g e  and p led g e  o u r se lv e s  to  
p rovid ing fu ll co v e r a g e  of a ll op in ions.

K enn eth  W ilson

M any m oon s ag o , stu d en t g o v ern m en t  
w a s an in flu en tia l force  on th is  ca m p u s, 
w hen  th e m ea n  a g e  of s tu d en ts  w a s  19 y ea r s  
old . The fu n ction s of the A SFC  m et th e  
n eed s of 19-year-old  peop le w ho ap p aren tly  
w an ted  th e a u sp ic e s  of a g o v ern m en t  
w ithout h av in g  to  b ear th e re sp o n sib ilitie s  
that a cco m p a n ied  it.

And so  it w a s  w ritten  in th e  A SFC  Con
stitu tion  th a t “ th is  body w a s to  be su b ject to  
a d m in istra tiv e  ap p rova l and co n tro l.” T his  
v er y  c la u se , w h ile  con so lin g  stu d en ts  of 
y e s te r d a y ’s n eed s , m a k e s  th e ASFC in  
to d a y ’s  ligh t n oth ing m ore  than  a fraud. 
T he a v e r a g e  F ooth ill stu d en t in  1974 is  26- 
y ea rs-o ld , and th e fa r c ic a l g o v ern m en t  
body “r e p r e se n tin g ” h im  is  an  in su lt ev e n  
to th e in te llig en ce  of to d a y ’s  19-year-old .

T h ere is  ta lk  of re v ita liz in g  th is  a rch a ic  
s t r u c t u r e .  H ow  c a n  y o u  r e v i t a l i z e  
so m eth in g  th a t re ek s  w ith  th e  sten ch  of 
h av in g  d ied  lon g  ago?  The b est th in g  to  do  
w ith  a d eca y in g  co rp se  is  to  bury it.

B ob bie P h illip s

A Critique of the Body Politic
 Analysis--------

View from within
By TOM SPIRES

Here we are again at election  
time on the Foothill campus. A new 
group of energetic, politically- 
minded students are voicing their 
aspirations for the vacated offices 
of ASFC. Their energy is directed 
and for som e reason their eyes are 
closed. This unseeing attachment 
to the present structure of student 
government is not a new or unique 
attitude for ASFC aspirants.

I remember early Spring of 1973 
when another group of energetic, 
politically-minded students made 
their m ove for the ASFC council 
seats. Buried som ewhere deep in 
the rhetoric of the Affirmative 
Action Coalition party was I, 
charging blindly ahead on the 
surrealistic platform of 9th grade 
civics cliches, I sincerely believed 
that a change could come from

within. I blamed the retiring 
m em b ersh ip  of ASFC for its 
consistent failure to act. And they, 
though I paid little or no heed, 
blamed the structure and the 
A d m in istra tion . The rea listic , 
experiential im pact of their words 
was overwhelmed; by the support 
I solicited from others as ignorant 
as I, and, from the administrators 
who were as enthusiastic as I to 
rebuild from within the failing 
Constitutional structure. Onwards 
and upwards I rushed until finally, 
after generating the necessary  
votes from my personal group of 
friends, the title was won. I was 
Senior Senator of Foothill College. 
Oh, the good I would do, the suc
cesses I would collect. My name 
was prime for the annals of

Continued on page 4

The 
Process

By BOB DeGRASSE 
As Student Body elections ap

proach, we begin to hear the 
rhetoric associated with “free 
elections.” The words and symbols 
of the “democratic process” are 
used indiscriminately to attract 
votes. This rhetoric would not be as 
repulsive if it were true; but after 
a few doses of student politics one 
begins to w onder how 
“dem ocratic” the process really 
is. We, the Students of Foothill 
College haye a Constitution, a 
tigh tly  con tro lled  constitu tion , 
subject to the approval of the 
A dm in istration , the G overning  
Board of Foothill College and 
anyone else in sight. We hold

Continued on page 4

W h at is  good
By JEFFR EY  PATTY

Campaign rhetoric, the slogan- 
plan-promises, fades away before 
the last ballot is counted. All the 
candidates, winners and losers, 
dutifully rem ove their colorful 
literature from the walls and doors 
according to the provisions of the 
elections code.

The students who voted relax for 
two quarters, secure in the belief 
that by voting for the candidates of 
their choice they have fulfilled the

sym bolic exercise of participation 
in the governmental process. The 
students who did not vote relax 
too; they won’t hear accusations of 
“apathy” until the next election.

The newly elected ASFC officers 
glow with energy as they assum e 
their positions on the campus 
council. Those people who ran for 
office and lost most likely disap
pear from the scene, their plans 
and id eas sca ttered  and 
unavailable to the group called the

Campus Council.
The cycle of student government 

returns to the election phase every 
two quarters. Unfortunately, the 
student government defined by the 
ASFC Constitution is without the 
power to govern. The Campus 
Council is “subject to the control 
and regulations of the governing 
board of the Foothill Junior College 
D istrict.”

The ASFC C onstitution , by 
Continued on page 4

What's it mean?
By ANNETTE CLAMPITTE

Our campus is a background for changes. One change that can be seen  
is an appearance of a new group of people every six months or so who 
want to get involved in student government.

They come together fired with urgent m essages about “student needs, 
our right to self-determination, student control of funds, and power to 
the people!” Some have designs for action, som e have questions, “How 
could this be better? Why isn’t this working?” So they campaign, get 
elected, and become representatives in Associated Students Foothill 
College (ASFC). Each group of people attempts change. The platform 
statements and what happens in their period of involvement makes me 
ask, “What is it?”

+  +  +
In Spring, 1972, one of many cycles began with Frank Pretty, running 

for President of ASFC on a slate saying, “With energy, will, and drive, 
things could be changed for the better. Student funds are being misused. 
Priorities have changed. We need to help the people.”

The struggle of priorities took the student government and the ad
ministration to court. The conflict was about redistribution of funds 
from the Athletic department activities towards child care, legal aid, 
and the Multi-Cultural Program. Co-Curricular Council was formed and 
two student body cards resulted for sale in Fall, 1972.

We hear Frank Pretty’s November 7, 1972 final resignation, “People 
that think that the ASFC has any real power are near-sighted. The only 
time we have power is when the administration approves of what w e’re 
doing. When they disagree with us, they find ways to work around us or 
they ignore us altogether.”

H- +  H~
November, 1972. A new group of students campaign to “bring the 

students of Foothill back together with one card sale. The ASFC should 
set up a book loan fund, and fund publications such as a Black student 
newspaper, a wom en’s publication, Chicano and Asian publications.” 
(Doc Goodman) “If student government is going to exist, it should be 
for the students, not despite them .” (Carl Wesley) “The last council did 
as they said they would, they acquired a legal aid and child care, 
however, they did not m eet the needs of the whole student body. Without 
change, the ASFC will d ie.” (Steve Block) “We must re-orient the 
priorities to include and incorporate both councils for the interests of the 
predominate ideals of the entire student body.” (Dave Rogers) “In the 
past, student government has had more trouble deciding what action 

Continued on page 4
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N A SFC  E L E C T IO N S W ILL B E  H E L D  F E B R U A R Y  25, 26 

A N D  27. ALL S T U D E N T S  R E G IS T E R E D  FO R  W IN
T E R  Q U A R T E R  A R E  E L IG IB L E  TO V O TE AT TH E  
C A M PU S C E N T E R .

Constitutional
Party

We are for a revitalized, strong student government.
We believe total involvement in Student Government is an asset to 

Foothill College.
We believe that Student Government is useful to the student com 

munity.
We believe there should be more cooperation between student clubs to 

avoid conflict in activities.
We believe in true democratic expression on campus.
We believe in a m eans of communication between students and ad

ministration.
Mary Hamilton for President
Paul Haje for Vice President of Activities
Rick Vitrano for Vice President of Administration
Michael Taylor for Senior Senator
Juan Ramirez for Senator
Kate Minott for Senator
Dale Kinoshita for Senator
Cyril L. Fabio III for Senator
Teri Black for Senator

Which of these campus issues would you like to see the Con
stitutional Party work on for ASFC?

1. Campus Center prices and qualify of food
2. Scheduling of classes
3. Extension of Health Care
4. Student Credit Union-extend Student Services
5. Better club oordination
6. Student activity card system  (one or two cards)
7. Your suggestion

We believe government should be truly representative. This brief 
survey will give us an idea of what you the students are concerned 
about on campus. A comprehensive survey will be run by our 
government, when elected, in the Spring Quarter.

Presidential Candidates
M ary Hamilton

campus. I have already begun by 
organ izin g  a hard w orking, 
problem solving campaign team, 
the Constitutional Party.

I have begun a complete analysis 
of student needs all the way from 
the constitution to the everyday 
complaints of students. I strongly 
feel that positive action can solve 
prob lem s and ben efit all the 
students.

I am running to represent all the 
students and I will put together a 
campus government organization 
that is an excellent as the rest of 
the programs at Foothill College, 
and try to add one more reason 
why we have one of the best 
colleges in the country.

To do an effective job I seek  
support and participation of in
dividuals from organized groups 
on campus such as BSU, Asian 
Students, MECHA, Handicapped 
Students and others in the party 
and as candidates. All students are 
welcom e to voice their opinions 
and concerns to our party; and 
after the elections, to our govern
ment. Then we can organize our 
energies to research, educate, gain 
support and initiate intelegent 
action.

I am available for more specific 
information every morning from 
8:30 to 9:30 a.m . in the Con
stitutional Party headquarters in 
the campus center.

Revitalize! 
Mary Hamilton

Mary Hamilton Constitutional Party

1 am  running an action cam
paign and plan to run an action 
government as President of the 
A.S.F.C.

I believe government should be 
an active force on campus and it is 
not enough to wait for someone 
else to get things done. In running 
my campaign I have looked for and 
brought together action people that 
think positive to improve quality of 
life on campus.

II is time to get things done on

E L E C T I O N  * * *

Robin R oberts

Young Socialists
John Kenney

The Young Socialists is con
ducting its campaign for positions 
of the ASFC Campus Council as 
part of the fight against attacks on 
the youth and the working class. 
This struggle will not be resolved 
in the narrow confines of student 
p o litics, but is being fought 
through the mobilization of the 
working class to take political 
power.

John Kenney

As a result of Nixon’s conscious 
policy of m ass unemployment, 
combined with the drive to cut 
wages and the continuous rise in 
the cost of living, many students 
are forced to discontinue their 
educaiion.

First of all, WE DEMAND THE 
RIGHT TO A JOB. To provide jobs 
for all, the work week must be 
reduced to 30 hours at 40 hours’ 
pay. To fight the closures, basic 
industry m u st be nationalized  
under the workers’ control.

We re jec t ex p lo itive  w ages  
which most youth are forced to 
accept. We demand union wages.

We demand grants to cover the 
living expenses for students unable 
to find employment. With each i lse 
in the cost of living, there must be 
a corresponding increase in the 
amount of the grant.

All form s of racial 
d iscrim in ation  m ust be 
eliminated. Our answer to racism  
and other attem pts to split the 
working class of students is a 
united fight of students, staff, and 
m em bers of the A m erican  
Federation of Teachers for our 
basic rights.

.The Young Socialists intends to 
make this electoral campaign a 
vehicle in which to fight for this 
program among m asses of youth. 
This is the program we fight for, 
not only in d iscu ssion s and 
debates, but also in the organizing 
of our statewide march for jobs. 
This is a call to action for the 
unions to use their power to drive 
N ixon out and construct the 
a ltern a tiv e  of a labor party  
committed to Socialist policies. In 
the course of this we see con
structing a new, revolutionary 
leadership.

VOTE YOUNG SOCIALIST 
JOHN KENNEY FOR 

ASFC PRESIDENT  
GIANMARA MUSSIO 

FOR SENIOR SENATOR

V.P. Admin.

Rick V itrano
I am Rick Vitrano and I’m 

running for A .S .F .C . Vice- 
P resid en t of A dm inistration  
because I believe in a strong 
student oriented government. We 
in the Constitutional Party believe

majority. If more students were 
anxious and interested they would 
show this interest by voting in each 
election. But they don’t -- care or 
vote.

So I, as a non-hungry, non- 
agressive person am willing to 
lend m yself to the government to 
represent that great mass of the 
student population, the apathetic 
students, who get walked over 
every quarter by the aggressive 
student governm ent and its 
representatives.

We need a casual government, 
one which can deal with and for the 
majority not yet represented. A 
government that is relaxed and 
effective rather than anxious and 
incompetent. I can’t make any real 
promises, of course, but at least 
you know that I won’t break them 
later.

Robin Roberts 
ASFC Presidential Candidate

Rick Vitrano
this the first step toward solving 
problems such as high prices in the 
campus center and the issue of a 
one student body card. Myself and 
the party firmly believe that 
greater student involvement is the 
key to making Foothill govern
ment work.

If student government works you 
will see more concerts, dances, 
sp eak ers, se r v ic e s  and club 
cooperation. This can work, and I 
promise, and my party promises, 
to work toward this goal with 
action and new ideas.

My involvement, in the car pool, 
the Foothill Political Forum, and 
student government has added 
much to my understanding of 
students wants and needs. We in 
the Constitutional Party are in-

Continued on page 3 
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SPECIAL REPORT STAFF BOX

Due to the holidays the Sentinel was not scheduled to be published 
this week. However, due to the elections and the related con
troversies, we feel it was in the best interests of the students to 
publish this special report.
The Editors for this edition are, in alphabetical order:
WENDY GREENE BOBBIE PHILLIPS
JEFFREY PATTY TOM STIENSTRA

KENNETH WILSON
v  ■>*—

Robin Roberts

continue going and getting or sit 
back and admire them selves. Most 
of the student body at this school 
are not go-getters and hustlers, 
however. They are the apathetic

Ron Rdams

Ron Adams

My name is Ron Adams. I'm 
running for Vice President of 
Administration under the Con
stitutional Party.

My primary objective is the 
restoration of student involvement 
and reunification of the system.

T r a d it io n a lly , c a n d id a te s  
elected to office are the hungry, go- 
getters who are willing to yell, 
scream , debate, and flaunt 
them selves before the public. Once 
in office these go-getters either
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All students and other interested persons are invited to an open- 
mike discussion sponsored by the Constitutional Party Thursday, 
February 21 at 1 p.m. in Library 8.

ASFC candidates from the Constitutional Party will discuss their 
plans for student government.

Senatorial CandidatesContinued from page 2

terested in the problems of han
dicapped stu d en ts, the black  
students and students who are 

j- alienated from Foothill. If elected I 
will devote my full attention and 
energy toward making student 
government work for the students. 
If you want to discuss a more 

. detailed outline of my ideas, I will 
‘ behaving office hours from 8:30 to 

9:30 everyday in the campus 
center.

V.P. Activities

T eri Black
I was born in Kansas City, 

Kansas. I left Kansas at the age of 
5, to com e to California with my 
family. We first lived in Menlo 
Park and then E ast Palo Alto and 
finally Sunnyvale.

I’ve lived in Sunnyvale since I 
was in the third grade attending

Paul Haje
Energize, excite, involve, create. 
As do think, in-Act and talk.
Be as you are.
INVOLVE EXPRESS.

Paul K. Haje 
Candidate for Vice President of 

Activities

Teri Black
gram m ar sch oo l, junior high  
school, and high school there. This 
is my second quarter here at 
Foothill and I intend to transfer 
next year  to the C larem ont 
Colleges.

My hobbies and interests lie in

the area of reading, dance, travel 
and swimming. My major here at 
Foothill is communications. As you 
might have guessed I enjoy talking 
to people and helping them out in 
the best way I can.

When I first cam e to Foothill I 
knew nothing about the student 
government, except that it was 
disorganized. That’s why I am 
running for senator, to straighten 
the whole m ess out.

When in high school I was the 
President of the B.S.U. for one 
year; I learned a lot and I am 
willing to continue learning and I 
also held a seat on the student 
council. Though there was only 
eleven of us (B .S .U .), we were 
very effective. Everyone did their 
part and we were successful. We 
received a lot of money, did a lot of 
things, and went a lot of places.

I would really be interested in 
anything you would have to say 
about Foothill, good or bad. So if 
you see me, feel free, I mean really 
free to stop me and comment.

By the way, I’m running with the 
Constitutional Party. No student 
govern m en t can partic ip ate  
without students, so feel free to 
participate.

★

Cyril L. Fabio III

Paul llaje

Senior Senator 
Candidates

Michael 
t Taylor

I hope to inform the student of 
1 .the issues affecting them. This 

includes ex tra  cu rricu lar  ac- 
i tivities, financing, and other im

portant issues. I will attempt to 
learn more of the needs of the 
individual students, and do my 

i ■ best to help them m eet them.
I will be working with Mary 

Hamilton and others to affect these 
L much needed changes as Senior 
e Senator of A.S.F.C.

The C onstitu tional P arty  is 
concerned  w ith ad m in istra tive , 
academ ic, and curriculum design, 
and with social and monetary 
policies affecting the lives and 
destinies of the Foothill College 
student body. The development of 
the Child Care Center and the 
energy  con serva tion  a ttem p ts  
through the car pools are examples 
of student activity on campus.

Our intentions are to build a 
stronger union and m eet the 
sp e c ific  n eed s of ex is tin g  
organizations and the student body 
at large.

Don’t expect your represen
tatives to com e from the ad
ministration.

Vote for us, the Constitutional 
Party. We’re for YOU.

Cyril L. Fabio 
Candidate for Senator 

Constitutional Party

□ale Kinoshita
Student Government does exist 

and I want to make it more real to 
more students. My name is Dale 
Kinoshita and I am running for 
Senator. The less communication 
between students and the govern
ment the more distant government 
seem s.

I want better communication 
and everyone actively participated 
and represented in the Student 
Government. I will work for better 
communication and a more active 
representation for students, clubs 
and multicultural organizations.

K ate M inott
My nam e is Kate Minott and I 

am a candidate for Junior Senator. 
The continu ation  of F o o th ill’s 
stu dent governm ent is being  
challenged, the question centering 
on whether or not to abolish it. 
That attitude purportedly reflects

Kate Minott 
the prevailing mood of student 
apathy which I believe to be an 
incorrect assumption. For the 
m ost part, students are am 
bivalent and not negative towards 
the Campus Council.

The Campus Council is a viable 
force not to be discounted. But we 
need to hear from it and this does 
not solely mean an appeal to the 
students to attend meetings. Many 
cannot or don’t care to, so the 
subjects discussed and any con

clusions shall be publicized via the 
newspaper or the bulletin boards.

For those who want to par
ticipate or observe, we propose to 
have b i-w eek ly  m eetin gs on 
Mondays at 10 A.M. and Wed
nesdays at 1 P.M., with a posted 
format to be concluded by an open 
discussion period.

Campus issues tend to be seen in 
relevance to each individual and I 
know that financial security is a 
major concern. At this moment, I 
am uncertain as to exactly why the 
price of textbooks is so high or why 
the cafeteria food seem s relatively 
overpriced. But these are issues 
because they concern the financial 
and gastronomical well-being of 
many students and these matters 
should be in v estig a ted  and 
publicized.

We should unite the two student 
body social activities cards under 
one heading, with a set fee, and the 
discount applicable to all school 
a c tiv it ie s . No m ore of these  
bureaucratic squabblings on film 
nights when the cashier refuses 
agreem ent to a discount merely 
because the card you paid for did 
not cost enough.

We ought to make contacts with 
com m ercial . enterprises in the 
community to investigate possible 
discounts on merchandise with 
presentation of the student body 
card.

It seem s preferable that the 
student government be revitalized, 
and not dissolved. Our party, the 
C onstitu tional P arty , cam e  
together as concerned individuals 
to discuss and develop solutions to 
the v a ry in g  con cerns.

Juan Ram irez
John Ramirez is running for 

Junior Senate on the Constitutional 
Party slate. He is an ex-marine 
who fought in Vietnam; he is head 
of MECHA at Foothill; and he is 
helping with the farmworkers’ 
struggle.

Ramirez’ main concern is to 
esta b lish  and m aintain  a 
democracy at Foothill. “The idea 
of democracy is in danger on this 
cam pus. D em ocracy  and con
stitu tion a l govern m ent are  
practicable here. It is a small 
arena, but an important one.”.

R am irez sa y s  that “ student 
government is being threatened 
with abolishment. There is an all 
out effort by the administration to 
abolish it.”

R am irez s e e s  the student 
govern m en t of Frank Purdy, 
student body president, ’72-73, as 
the last one that had power to help 
students. That government made 
sure that student money was spent 
for making life easier for students, 
he sa y s . P u rd y’s governm ent 
started the child care center.

Ramirez sees many resources on 
campus not being utiliized. “There 
is a whole television studio not 
being used.” He sees T.V. and 
movies as the people’s media 
today. Ramirez would like to see a 
Communications major offered at 
Foothill, involving radio, T.V..

new spaper, and ev ery  other  
relevant communications skill.

Three other concerns of Ramirez 
are; (1) the high price and low 
quality of food in the Owl’s Nest; 
(2) the high price of books; and (3) 
the minimal health services that

Juan Ramirez

Foothill now is providing. He 
would like to see (a) a full-time 
doctor on campus, (b) a larger 
health department staff, and (c) 
v.d. tests at Foothill.

“The people in the Constitutional 
Party are truly concerned with 
providing basic need that many 
who go to school can’t afford.” 
Ramirez wants to see a govern
ment that students can go to for 
help. He wants students who are 
not p o litica lly  involved  with  
government to still be able to use 
government for practical pur
poses.

i t e k
Michael Taylor

Gianmara 
Mussio
Gianmara Mussio is a can
didate for Senior Senator, he 

t> was unavailable for statement 
;-V or photograph.

Scott Johnson
1. Help student w o rk ers-  

participated on wage hike recently 
(Principled Criticism)

2. Form ulate with other groups 
and d escr ib e  a gam e plan  
em erg in g  from the Foothill 
Academic Jungle.

3. Participation-the only way to 
achieve opinions about reality of 
student government.

4. To help save dying souls and 
join with those who emphasize 
student cu lture e x is te n c e - it s  
importance and improvement.
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More on constitution I From Within
Continued from page 1 

elections, but does that make the 
process “dem ocratic?”

D em ocracy and the democratic 
process are extrem ely effective 
political symbols. If one can be 
convinced that a given process is 
“dem ocratic” or subject to ap
proval of the people, he is more 
likely to accept it than if the 
process seem s to be “facist” or 
“autocratic.” The student con
stitution is a good exam ple of this 
phenomenon. By attaching the title 
“constitution” to a piece of paper 
with words on it, an effective 
symbol of authority is developed. 
Students think they have power 
and rep resen ta tio n ; yet their 
authority  a ll stem s from  a 
document which is totally subject

G o v t . ?
Continued from page 1

giving the final authority on all 
m atters to another governing  
board, apparently negates the 
possibility of government by and 
for students.

The constitution does, however, 
adequately insure the constitution 
of the system  of student non
governance by providing in its by
laws for semi-quarterly elections.

The question that remains after 
each election of a new Campus 
Council, is whether a “govern
m ent” that is controlled and 
regulated by another is a gover
ning body at all?

The organization that presently 
fills the space called student 
government does not continue 
because it fulfills the responsibility 
of providing for the welfare of the 
students; that is something it 
doesn’t have the authority to do. 
The organization continues only 
b ecau se  the stru ctu re  of the 
e lec to ra l p rocess is  se lf- 
perpetuating.

By voting for candidates to fill 
ASFC offices we fill the space 
called the Campus Council, and 
e ffe c tiv e ly  surrender our 
resp on sib ility  to m ake the 
decisions that affect our welfare as 
students.

By voting for the ballot measure 
proposing a change in the structure 
of the present student government 
we can begin to accept and to share 
with each other the responsibility 
of governing our activities on the 
Foothill Campus.

KFJC 
DEBRTE

KFJC will present a debate 
between all candidates run
ning for ASFC offices on 
Thurs., Feb. 21 between 3:30 
and 4:00 p.m.

Included will be a presen
tation of the platforms of all 
Parties and a 15 min. general 
debate of the issues.

to the “ ...lim itations of the policies 
and regulations established by the 
governing board of the Foothill 
Junior College D istrice...” (Article 
I, Section 2, Constitution of the 
Associated Students of Foothill 
C ollege .) M oreover, The Con
stitu tion  is estab lish ed  only 
“ ...with the approval and subject 
to the control and regulation of the 
governing board of the Foothill
Junior C ollege  D is tr ic t  ”
(Pream ble of the Constitution.)

Under the present constitution, 
students at Foothill College can 
only control their own government 
with the approval of the governing 
board. If such approval is revoked 
student government could not exist 
at Foothill College. Under the 
guise of “ dem ocracy” students 
have and will continue to be con
trolled  and lim ited  by non
students.

What is worse, students them
selves through apathy, ignorance 
and inaction have overlooked real 
opportunities to reorganize student 
government. Instead of attempting 
to take a hard look at the failure of 
the present system  a number of 
students feel it their “democratic 
duty” to continue to perpetrate the

What’s it mean?

failures of the present system  upon 
the student body. Caught up in the 
rhetoric of democracy, they fail to 
see student government for what it 
is. The rhetoric of democracy does 
not change the fact that students 
have no voice and are not being 
represented in the decision making 
process at Foothill College.

I becam e Elections Director in 
hopes that elections could become 
a forum  for d iscu ssin g  
reorganization of student govern
ment. For more than two quarters 
students have been struggling to 
reorganize student government, 
but because of disorganization and 
disinterest these attempts have 
failed. As such, you the students of 
Foothill College are the last resort, 
if no further interest is generated 
student govern m ent w ill slip  
slowly into oblivion, elections or no 
e lec tio n s. I urge you, p lease  
become involved, attend council 
m eetings, question the candidates, 
the present officers, myself, and 
anyone else involved in student 
govern m ent about the ef
fectiveness of the present system  
and their id eas concern ing  
reorganization. Vote intelligently, 
do not be fooled by symbols.

Continued from page 1 
F ooth ill C ollege G overnm ental 
History.

It’s really quite amazing how 
quickly my bubble was burst. 
Im mediately following my land
slide mandate victory I went to 
work on rebuilding the ailing 
ASFC. Through the sum m er 
months and into the fall quarter a 
few energetic students, some in
terested though less energetic 
faculty members, and of course 
the ev erp resen t adm in istrators  
worked on revitalizing the sick 
structure. The Student Govern
m ent R eorgan ization  Steering  
Committee was established. After 
two or three meetings and a 
Guerilla Theater, the Committee 
was disbanded.

My ideals and motivations were 
disbanded in the sam e stroke. I 
had placed, and somehow felt I had 
been directed to place, my entire 
energy in the Committee.

That was fall quarter 1973. In the 
few months between then and now 
I have passed through many 
stages. For awhile my political 
involvement ceased. I had become 
caught in the hypocrisy of my 
ideals versus the reality of the 
ASFC. I finally read the writing on

the wall. The very structure of 
ASFC denies change from within. 
B ecau se  ch an ge necessitates  
replacement, not rearrangement 
or revitalization. Then again, I 
becam e involved in the “body 
politic” of Foothill campus. This 
time we were working from the 
outside on a replacement, a new 
system  for the dead one. Energy 
was high, progress was evident 
and then cam e the elections, 1974. 
For the most part we are satisfied 
with the present structure of 
student governance of students. It 
has been my experience however, 
that taken in the context of present 
regulatory, administrative, and 
control qualifications intrinsic of 
the ASFC Constitution, student 
governance of students is not a 
viable satisfactory end on which to 
focus.

If we are seeking a realistic 
voice in the affairs, attitudes, and 
policies of this institution, we must 
redirect our emphasis towards 
Student Involvement in CAMPUS 
GOVERNANCE. Contrary to 
popular belief, this entails only 
that we assum e the responsibility 
of our membership in this In
stitution of Higher Learning - and 
progress from there.

A tradition of frustration
Continued from page 1
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they would take, then in taking action.” (Steve Bassin)
“ I’m running for the people. The current Campus Council feels 

powerless because it has isolated itself from students. The priorities 
should come from the students. We need to take polls to find out what 
they are.” (Mike Kelly) “I plan an era of hammering in potential 
benefits to the students, from politics, power, and participation to 
develop constructive attitudes, build confidence, and emphasize the 
democratic process.” (Jaim e Arias)

Another cycle begins. ,
New energies, Spring, 1973. “I feel that as young thinking adults, it is 

time for us to sit back and survey the situation we are getting ourselves 
into. We are sitting on our asses and letting a handful of people decide 
what they think is right for u s.” (Kenneth Shaw) “I believe we students 
who have returned to college should take an active part in student 
governm ent.” (Myrtie Conway) “The most most important thing to me 
is not the strength of lack of strength of student government, but the 
power of the student body.” (Pepper Wendorf)

“Changing Foothill from a community college to a college community 
is my primary reason and goal for running.” (Rod Helton) “I feel this 
school really needs activities in which all students may take part.” 
(Nancy Frykman)

“I will not concern m yself with supposed apathy. I believe this 
“apathy” is used as an excuse for the constant shortcomings and 
failures of the present council.” (Tom Spires) “I am running in order to 
alter many of the prevailing conditions on campus, such as student 
budget allocation, student housing, student transportation facilities to 
and from school.” (Raymond Wilson) “I believe that student govern
ment is only as ineffective as the administration wants it to be and only 
as ineffective as it lets itself be.” (Deem s Fishman)

“The Affirmative Action Coalition will return the long absent positive 
energy to the government. The formation of an independent student 
center is necessary to bring students and their energies together.” 
(Paul Draper) “Student government should protect student interests as 
a whole when need be, from the Administration and campus e lites.” 
(Albert Giles Dyer)

“Accepting these responsibilities means total representation, not just 
backing a single faction. It is being willing to listen to all sides ob
jectively, accepting and giving advice, making decisions to reflect the 
needs of the ASFC as a whole, not just placing one group at an ad
vantage, at the expense of the rest.” (Patrick Malone) “As President of 
the ASFC, I would strive for Involvement, Motivation, Enthusiasm, 
Innovation as required, and, above all, Accomplishment of Purpose.” 
(Al Hall)

“ I believe it is not the form of government which isn't working but the 
people who are the representatives.” (Doug Ellwood) “In the past and 
at the present time candidates have proposed and are proposing various 
types of student government. I plan to investigate all alternatives until I

find the one that' is the most productive for the students.” (Henry 
Spencer)

+  +  4 -

Many of these people started out in agreement that needs could be 
taken care of, projects actualized, and life on campus improved. Yet as 
they began to fulfill the responsibilities of their offices, something began 
to happen.

At the end of these cycles of involvement, the enthusiasm , the ideals, 
the willingness to communicate seem s to be overcome by a quiet 
despair, a barbed rage, a rigid rationalization — depending on what the 
demands of the times were. Voices can be heard, “I’m burned out!” , 
“The Administrators are pigs!” , “The constiution should be rewrit
ten.” , “We needed more time, more people, more money, a place to 
meet uninterrupted.” , “Students are apathetic.”

The important, meaningful aspects of this involvement in “student 
government” seem  to take the shape of finding a need that many share, 
mobilizing energies, and actually creating ways to efficiently take care 
of the need and enjoy the process. There is something exciting about 
discovering that you as an individual, in cooperation with others, can be 
responsible for your own decisions.

But something happens to people and to student government during 
these cycles. People moving into the scene will say that what is to be 
done to make Foothill a better place can be accomplished by more 
“progressive, positive action” ; “communications” ; “an alternative 
form of government.”

+  +  +
What are people doing when they prepare a statem ent of intent to act 

on the behalf of a lot of other people? What happens to the people who 
try? Is the system  you are working with putting you in competition w ith  
the sam e people who share similar and yet different needs — to a point 
of no longer respecting each other?

What burns people out? Maybe it’s the lack of information; too little  
time to discover how Foothill College really works. Maybe it’s the  
quality of communications available to people who are trying to e x 
change on what they are doing. Is it getting caught in wanting power 
instead of assuming we already have power? What about the way our 
meetings are organized? What does the structure of constitutional 
government do to burn people out?

It might be a resistance to change within the institution and positions 
held by som e faculty and administrators (“These students will all leave  
here soon. What do they want?” ). Possibly it is what we do to each other 
by not listening, and then by not understanding.

+  +  +
Elections, 1974, and another cycle begins. People are joining forces 

again to begin work on making Foothill a more meaningful, productive 
environment. What are these new groups of people saying? And what do  
they mean?

=X=

PREAMBLE
We, the students of Foothill College, with the approval and subject to the control and regulations of the governing hoard of (lie Foothill 
Junior College District, in order to promote the general welfare of students, to foster a spirit of democracy and unity in all student ac
tivities, to promote the growth and development of the college, and to better college-community relations hereby establish this ( 'in
stitution.
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