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Music-al oddities lure him 

Llis Altos man 
By JIM WOOD He talked Merne r into letting 

Roger Murray, 21, of Los Altos, him repair the organ . "Merner i 
prefers to ri~e elevators rather footing the l,ill ," he said ," and 
than walk st~ll's, but n~t becau_se far we've spent about $100. We'v 
of the, convenience. He likes to lis-
ten to elevators. spent $80 on glue alone." 

Murray said, "I make tape re- The instrwnent is six feet hig 
cordings of elevators because and about 15 feet long. It has 178 . 
I'm a perfectionfst when it comes orga n pipes, a bass drum , tw · · 
~o sound,_ ~nd I like to record mus- wooden blocks, s snar e drum and 
1cal odd1t1es. ' 

"I record elevators . Mainly a cymbal. 
Otis elevators . I call it my collec- Merner replaced wooden an 
tion of otis-ana. cardboard tubes with rubbe r an 

"I've collected 40 eleyators on copper tubing and sealed the 40 
tapes-they have fantastic sounds. to 500 valves, tubes, pipes , and bel­
It really m~kes me mad _when I lows to preserve the air pre ssuN 
see a movie and , they s~ulate required to run the organ. Except 
elevator s~unds. I m looking for for the tuning, the job is about 
the real thing. completed he said. 

"I take my recording equipment ' 
either to the motor room or the MANY OTHERS 
car of the elevator I listen to see Murray has r ecorded and re ­
if it would sound · good on tape. paire~ other ~usical. instrument , 
I specialize on elevators built be- mcludmg a v10lana VU'tuoso. Mur 
tween 1906 and 1920· they make ray said " it's a nickleodeon with 
more racket. But the new relay a real violin . inside which i 
control centers of modern eleva - played mechanically . 
tors make quite a zap. It sounds I've recorded Hooverlitzers 
like maybe your sitting in an too," he Sfid. "In Virginia City 
electric chair," he said . Nevada , there are half a doze 

MAKE RECORDING custom built Wurlitzer orchestra s 
"In the old ones I sit in the car They hact triangles, drums and pi• 

and take a ride for five or 10 ano~ on them, but when we go. 
minutes and make a recording. beh'.nd the boards we found th~ 
The process of riding the object every one of th~1;1 was run by 
recorded reminded Murray of an- vacuum cleaner. . .. 
th t It seems when the ongmal vac 

o er ape. h . b k d 
"I think I'm the only person who uum mec amsm ro e ~wn , 

has made a r ecording of the Santa vacu~m cleaner was substitut ed 
. 'd h and 1t was always a Hoover. "E v 

Cruz roller coaster from ms1 e t e t· I t • kl · I he 
11 te h.1 •t . ery lffie pu a me e m, ar 

ro er coas r w I e I was gomg. th f th H 
It took me eight trips around to le mo~? 0 e oover vacuu 

ke d t ,, c eaner. 
m~ a goo a~ed h' f t 1 "You know, I hate driving ," h 

urray recor e 1s ll'S e eva- 'd 'T f d t th t · 
tor on the Stanford campus. " It ~ai ·. ve oun ou now . a 1 

was built in 1912," he said . "I re- Is kind of necessary to drive t 

d d ·t J 1 3 1960 1 get around, but when I was 16 an 
cor e I on u y , . re- k'd aki h t d 1 member that date well. It was I s _were m ng O ~~ s, wa 
also the day I first recorded the making _tape recorders. He plan 
band organ at the Merner Lumber to sell h1s own _tape recorders soon 
and Hardware Co." and a recording of the Merne 

REASSEMBLED band organ. 
Murray read a story in the CO-FOUNDER 

Times about a band organ that Murray was one of the founder 
was brought to the United States of stati on KFRC at Foothill Junio r 
from Holland by Paul M. P. Mer- C_ollege. ~ -s progra~, entitled mu­
ner of 1545 Edgewood Drive, Palo sICal odd1ties, consisted of orga ns 
Alto. Murray recorded the organ , and elevators and ~n h_our pro­
and this week he finished putting gram of the Foothifi air cond1 
it back together after completely tion!ng system : ." !'d like t? ~o tha t 
taking it apart five weeks ago. agam after I fm1sh repam ng th(\ 

L === ;::-- --:;;:;;::--::::=::::- -:= band organ. On that program we 
just sort of let our hair down." 

Murray lives at 23 Arbuelo Driv 
in Los Altos. 

records elevators 

LOS ALTAN RECORDS BAND ORGAN 
Roger Murray re,corded band org an on his hi-fide \ y tape recorder. 

MUSIC BOOKS 
Roge r Murray, 2 1, feeds cc1rdboard sheet music into a Dutch 
band organ he reb uilt. The cardboa rd music works in +he same 

manne r as player piano rolls. 
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