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· Buhfty and· Luke SkYwalkef,l 
~ the busy life of an a;rtisC 
By Gay Mortis 

1 
• , Immediate· problems like getting a t~n-· 

Times Tribune staff ·· ills ball out of the top of a hedge. . . · 
I • .:~ • • , ·, ! ,., Carter was born lri Philadelphta :8nd . 

Bulln:Y Carter" says sh~ never feels grew up In the surrounding area. ''It · 
guilty. for being a working mothet. Both .was the usual artists' life. My paren'ts 

. Her parents were artiste; and. s~e has both wanted to do fine ,art, but they had 
memories of occasionally eatmg cake two kids and a mortgage, so they did 
and, Ice cream for bre~fJl$t because ·commercial art work as well." . ·,. , 
her ,mother had forgotteftl to shop. Life ' ; ,· I • Her father taught at the Pllliadefph'i8,· 
was unpredlc~ble and ~~~Ulng because College or Art for 40 yeats and also did ·. 
of her pa~ents work. , . l ·. . .. , , . · ~overs ~nd cartoons for national maga-

Carter IS a ~retty blond ~oman Who . zlnes such' as Saturday Review;' Her 
looks m.ore· l1ke the ·sweetheart of · mother also taught and drew cartoons, : 

. S,lgma Chi than a f Omtnerclal artist . , along \lflth writing and Illustrating a 

@~};'f.~~~~iii;~t~ii;ti,t~~;;~i;~·:,,:;· l:Ojl l whose hlgh-poweree~ ,tareer Is handled · successful children 's book ~ Today/ ii;j by ·f~ur agents- Het\'Work Is Included In ·' Carter's parents can afford to be exclu·' 
· the . ~~':f;ent exhlb~!oli_. "Design: Ill us• · · slvely ,fine artist$. Her inother sp~dal-· : 
~aUon at .the ;f5uphrat .Gallery, D~ l~e~ In watercolor portraits and her ra- . 
. nz.a College lP Cupertino. ~he also · ther paints primarily In oils. · ·· ~~-~~:) ·, . 
~e~ches full ttnf! at San Jose State Unl- · "MY parents always itad so m'uch ·tU·n, 
en;lty. Her h~sba~d , Dennis, Is an en- · there never was much question abouf . 

glneerlng profesSQr at Stanf~rd ,Unlver- . what we were going to do," Carter said. !. 
slty,_With his .o.wn ·diverse obligations Her sister, now a professional artist' 

. , . , . , Times Tribune staff photo by Ken Yimm ·. and commltrhents.:~'l'hey have two chli· made the mistake Of attending· the Phi: 
Arllst Bunny Carter's work Is Included In the exhibition "Design· '. dren, Amanda, 9• an expert equestrl- . ladephla College of Art and taking 
lllus.tratlon," on view through March .. a In the Euphra.t a' allery at· . enne who keeps a show pony at Stan-· · classes from her PB"rents. Carter said . 0 A c ford Stables, and ... TOdd, enveloped In i , · . , . · 

e nza ollege, Cupertino. · · ' .. · ---· . the complexities Of kindergarten and ,. 1 Please see ARnSt ; t -8 

: r ·,~ ,l)iryli!S Tr,ibu~e ~toll phot~s b-.; Ken Yimm· 
• ,. ~ f ; • 

Paio j Ait~~.pommeh::lai . 
artrst, Bunny parter's II· · 
lusfratlor\,:Of herolt; ·in­
n o p e n t· ~ eye d L u k ~ 
Skywalker. ; (above) was 

, used by Parker Brothers 
otln lt':s .. , ',JStar Wars" 
\1 game. Another lllustra-
. ·.Mn (lett). was used for a .. 
'Cjilendar. It ,Includes hu- . 
hw.rous references both · 
to traditional calendar 
art (the woman In a­
gow~:~) a11d to the life ofii\ 
corrim~f~(ar artlsL (nottf ' 
the·l' -M~flareAhe woman· . 
holds 'in he'r hand and 
the draftl:f,''g ~Ools In the 

· backgro~nd).{. ·. . • • 
. , r '-t~·'lf i . . .· 

·····:· ;J.-'r ~. 

A.' ,_·RT. JST. ·I.~ · , Today, she does J lot of work tot':~ 
Lucas Films, as well' as magazine Ill us-· · 

__......., _________ .....;:.··· ..... ·:.;;,.: _;... tratlons, calendars; book covetS and' all " 

Cbntlnued from c-1 sorts of adverUslrtg work. . · : , ; 
· · . . Not everything she does Is stict essrut.fj 
the. poor girl would ask her mother how '_. Stle was on.ce . asked to do a · sort ot. hiS:: i 
ht.r,_picture looked and: her mother . _tory of man · ~q roller skates, begh1n.lng , 
.wouli:l tell tier to put on lipstick, or !!BY , a series of figures with .a cave man and : 
sh~ . ~ould tell her later at home .be- working up to what tb,e advertisers said /· 
cpus~. she was busy with students. :, :,.~ . shouid be a gorgeous 20til c~nt~r;r 
; ~lien Carter reached college age, ~.~ I . blonde. Carter enthusiastically drew a_'! 

w.a,nt~d to go someplace where there ., gorgeous yourtg man. An Icy note In~ ;, 
. vi~r.e frat parties ahd ski weekends but r formed her that. wasn't the cllent!s idea·, 

·~y. parents insisted I go to an art sc'hooLt of a blonde. .· ' . . · , .. .· · .. . 
because they wanted me to meet a nice- • · Recently, too, she was ssked ·to do 'a : 
artist and settle down." , .. ; double-page magazine spread for a ne-(v 
,,A;; .with most parental wishes, that" TV series .. The cl.lent want;d. 12 1igures ~ 

W$t by the board. Bunny went to art l: with all the women sexy. 'After work• :, 
scho~ l but she marited Dennis Carter, . ~ lng around the clock trying to get It fln­
an engineering student at the Urtlversl· , !shed in three days," Carter said; 'J · 
ty of Michigan. . . . · sent off the Illustration express. They 1 

· Of~ t~ey , went to Ann Arbor and · ~ said 1.~ was ab?ut as sexy as the HardY·{ 
B,u:tt:Ti,Y ~ot a job cutting mats In De- · Boys. • · . . · . · · ~ .;.· 1 
trott: "lhe reason they hired me was , In a funk, Carter went out and got· a. 
that' all the mats In my portfolio were so · job With Lucas Films. She had done an·.; 
br.~u,tlfully cut. .Thatwas betause my · lllustratlon - o~ Luke Skywal~er tor: . 
daa llad cut them'" ·· · . Patker Brothers and decided to stick · 
:· Nevertheless, .It was' a foot in the with him: "Everything I do with him Is 

d6or,' and sh'e did welt ' great," she said. "He always turns -out ; 
··: After a while, there was a promotion · looking so dewy eyed and Innocent.;' .•. ~..J 

opportunity to Illustrator with Carter 13ecause . ot . her heavy )Vorklo~d, ; 
artd; ·a male colleague the obvious com· Carter squeezes all her teaching at San •.. 
petltors. . . · · Jose State Into two days, leaving early 

:. "l assumed ·y was going to get the · In the morning and finishing her las( 
promotion because I was better" she class at 10 p.m. "A lot of artists don't:i 
said: "But then he got 1U Those w~re the · like teaching, but I love It." she 'Said. · · 
ctayS:·before. women's lib and people Many 'of her students are talented, , 
ct>uld say things, so when I asked bow and she likes serving as a successfut1 
came I hadn't gotten the job they said It rol~ model for them. Students ·ofteo ' 
was because when my husband gra- don t realize the kind of commitment It 
duated I would leave, which was true. takes to be successful In tbe commer· · 
Well; three days later the guy was draft· clal art world, she noted. There's no 

1 

e'd ,'s6 I got the .job after all. . ' problem with being a woman. "They'd · 
. ->~ntt . when J)e'rl_nl~ grad~ated, the . hire .~hlmp~nzees If they did . the job 
carters did m(jve', to Los Angeles ···;, well. But It sa highly competlt)ve pro­
_\(lifer'e Dennis 'w6fk:ed on tiH~ spiic~ J; .. fessldn. ,Ws tim~ . consuming and ws~ 
. s.~if,ftle. Bunrty···tcnin<t ·' ·a joB, ~1t studtd' .. ~• hat~. t~ &eC<>me.: ~s~~bVshed , ,. .. :;:_:;r }it" O":j 
A'rt!Sls as an Illustrator, m.'!lklng good ( . . ITlie ·onl~ . answer I!J ,liard W'qrl(r "l've\1 

,· ·. (on~cts and having In her words "Sdme f.l, b~ en .. v..orklng night .and day .. t6r 14 ; 
~ sti~c~." · .. ,,_. . : ;.J,: : ·,,:, ;: ·.;, .. ; ; ' ,years,'\Carter sat d. . .. ..... ..< '' . 

. : :" 't\Vo years ·1Mer: rienriis l!C6h'thi'dei:lk;-:\);, Th~ ~omf>en,sauons lie ih the t~cnfiat; 
Ui€ s~ace shuttle wasn ;t for him and d~~ the work Is satisfying and fun.· ''Artd · al( ! 
ci'di d to go to Stanfot d for a Ptr.O. '. though she works hard, Carter .hilS hef~ 

: ,-· Tl:lere followed teaching positions at file studio at home and doesn,'t tnlnd the 
· u:niVersHy of ·washington tor thi'ee chlldten's ~cca.slonal lnterruptloh:s . . In.' 

· ,Years and then Harvard. for three ;,: .faS~· her,.vourtgsters o_fte11, s~n~:~. as,, 
year& . . · . , . . · .: models, · their pictures appearfrlg ltfl 

During du§ flme :aunriy' e5tabllshed . · :· paintingS and Illustrations ~ll . .o~er the ·j 
herself as a free-lance commerclat ar- . · house. . ·. ~, .. ;.. ! · .. · . ;'I':/ ). ', . 

· •tlst with an International rep'utatloit. ,, · • They are growing up ...ylth ~.rl. justlblk 
SJte took advantage of every. oppo'rtunl· .. way she,. did, and they are , JearQJ~JB~ 

· ty and worked night and day to do lt. By . · she did, that life cap be unpredt~tabl~.~ 
: the ~tltne the Carters .moved back to . and exciting. For lnstanc~. one: d811~ ;: 
·Palo Alto last September, BunnY, could ' week, s~e forgo~ . to•-:send ~,er: sO' otcfJ 
:choose _assignments Instead of taking sc~ool. , .Well, lts ·hfs f1rst ;yeai\.. an4.; 
· everythmg that came along, approprl- we re not col}'lpletely used. to It, and . t . 

. ; ate or riot. ' . just forgot... . •,, ' . . ' . . ;. 


