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CDC offers daycare for students with_ children 
By Latha Ravisankar 
Special to La Voz 

In the vast outdoor playground 
of the De Anza Child Develop
ment Center, Andre was measur
ing sand. Peter was on the swing. 
Rosemary, Julie and Seanne rode 
On their bikes. A little farther, 
Jess and Jimmy were talking to a 
red pheasant about their Hal
loween treats. The ducks and rab
bits also listened carefully. 

Inside the center, happy two
year-olds were getting ready for 
their noon nap. 

"Our top priority is helping the 
children see themselves and build 
their experience base," said Kath
leen Burson, the Director of the 
center. 

The child Development Center 
(CDC) was started ten years ago
to serve the students of De Anza
who sought child care facilities.

"At that time admission was 
easy. Students could enroll for 
one unit and admit their children 
here," said Burson, "now, the cen
ter is so popular that we can't 
meet the demand." 

Today, a parent must be 
enrolled in a minimum of six 
units in order to apply here. The 
center usually admits children in 
the age group of two to six. Still,

the center has a waiting list of 
approximately 200 applicants. 

"The licensing is based on the 
area available. We hav� 110 chil
dren and 16 instructors," 
explained Burson. 

The child's schedule is based on 
the parent's class schedule. Even
though the center works from 7 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. different groups
of children attend at different
times of the day.

"Here, environment supports 
the program," said Burson walk-

ing along the corridors decorated 
with colorful paintings by the 
children. According to her, the 
vast playground and lush lawn 
cater to a child's curiosity. 

The children interact with birds 
and animals also. There are a 
number of rabbits, ducks and a 
pheasant at the Center. The chil
dren actively participate in feed
ing and cleaning them. 

"The tragedy about a mediocre 
childcare program is the waste of 
a child's time. They eat the soup 
and count the blocks until their 
parents come," Burson reflected 
on the quality of childcare. 

"Here, we try to respond to the 
vitality of the children by provid
ing a developmentally oriented, 
challenging atmosphere," she 
explained. 

According to Burson, the pro
gram helps to develop natural 
behavior and critical understand
ing along with language and cog
nitive skills. 

"A special feature about the 
center is the parent participation," 
said Burson, "this is a family 
based program." 

The parents are encouraged to 
participate in the daily life of the 
center. An incentive of fee reduc
tion is offered to improve this. 
Most parents spend time with the 
children watching them play and 
learn. 

"This center is the main reason 
I came back to school," said 
Diane Banta, a full time behav
ioral science student at De Anza 
and mother of three year old 
Jimmy. 

"I spend three to four hours 
every week here with the chil
dren. Moreover, with so many 
adults around the children, I don't 
worry about anything weird hap
pening," said Banta. 

Starting Point aims 
at minority transfers 
By Lawrence Salisbury 
Staff Reporter 

For some years now, a unique 
transfer project has been active at 
De Anza. Targeted at the minority 
population, this program, entitled 
simply Transferproject, has 
attempted to improve the transfer 
rate of black, Hispanic, American 
Indian and Filipino students. 

The project has enjoyed suc
cess in sending more than 40 stu
dents to California campuses, and 
private colleges in California and 
nationwide. Donna Fung, Trans
ferproject coordinator says that 
the program has been so success
ful, that "the college has decided 
to establish the Transferproject as 
an ongoing program." As such, 
the project has been renamed, "A 
Starting Point." 

The faculty was the impetus 
the program needed to get started, 
Fung says, "A transfer committee 
composed of faculty was con
cerned about the transfer rate of 
minority students. "With strong 
support from the Board of 
Trustees, the program was 
launched in the fall of 1985. 

This success has led to a stu
dent enrollment of more than 350 

students with a waiting list con
stantly growing. Students are only 
accepted as freshmen at the 

beginning of each year, so the 
waiting list will continue to grow 
until next fall. 

Fung sees this as one of the 
weaknesses of the Starting Point 
project: "We recognize that there 
are many students who, because 
of social problems, economic 
problems or difficulty with their 
workload, are returning to De 
Anza as non-freshmen. These stu
dents are receiving little help 
from the Starting Point project, 
and this is one area in which we 
must improve." 

Although it may have some 
weaknesses, Starting Point is the 
only comprehensive program of 
its type in California. Although 
other schools have programs 
which incorporate some of Start
ing Point's elements, none have a 
program· offering the variety of 
services included in Starting 
Point. 

Some of the future goals of 
Starting Point are implementation 
of a faculty mentor program 
designed to positively influence 
Starting Point students persis
tence and academic achievement 
at De Anza. Also targeted is an 
increase in the number of under-
represented minority students 
who transfer to four-year institu
tions. 

A wall in the Child Developement Center 
displays the children's artistic endeavors. 

BY SHAWN KRAL.A.A VOZ 

The center tries to encourage youngsters to 
develop their creativity. 

For every seven children in the 
center there is one instructor. The 
child adult ratio is even better 
with one adult for every three 
children. 

The center is also the lab school 
for the De Anza students major
ing in child development. They 
get an opportunity to be in a real 
childcare center and gain experi
ence. 

"This is an extremely well run 
program," said Juli Fields, a stu
dent teacher. "If I go out to the 
world, I doubt any other place 
would be like this," she contin
ued. 

Karen Yamamoto has been 
attached to the center for the last 
eight years. She sent her children 
here while studying, worked as 
student teacher here and is a part-

time instructor now. According to 
her the best aspect of this center is 
its presence on campus. 

"It is very convenient. I wish we 
could accommodate all of those 
who apply," said Yamamoto. 

The issue of comparatively 
lower pay in the child care indus
try was addressed to by Wendy 
Smith, an instructor. 

"Right now, it is not anything 
you could raise a family on," said 
Smith. "But I hope the new com
munity awareness brought to the 
issue by presidential campaigns 
will.make a difference." 

"Still, I like to work here 
because the child/instructor ratio 
is good and the pay is better than 
that in the private industry," she 
commented. 

The center is financially self 

supporting with 75 percent fund
ing from the state. Fee collect 
from the parents provide and the 
remaining 25 percent. 

"We organize a parenting class 
every quarter," said Jo Ann Wal
ton, administrative assistant at the 
center. 

The class offers an open forum 
for the parents to exchange ideas 
with the instructors and guests 
from the community. The center 
also arranges parent teacher con
ferences. 

"Like every other cente·r, we 
also face the problems of keeping 
up equipment, continuing the 
quality of teachers and meeting 
the admission demand. But, I 
would say this is a well rounded 
pre-school center," Walton con
cluded. 

Club deals with sexual issues 

By Daniel Hernandez 
Staff Reporter 

The Gay and Lesbian Student Alliance (GALA) 
offers homosexual and bisexual students a com
fortable atmosphere to socialize and discuss vari
ous topics. 

members, is a specially scheduled guest lecturer. 
The lecturers, who are scheduled once per month, 
have included gay historians, political activists, 
lawyers and AIDS awareness groups. 

For those men and women whose interests are 
concerned with fellowship, GALA provides a wide 
variety of activities which include ski trips, pot
luck dinners, trips to San Francisco and a dance 
which will be co-hosted with Santa Clara Universi
ty, Ohlone College and Stanford University. 

The alliance began in 1981 as a small student
run group which later experienced a healthy 
growth from l 0 to 50 members. 

Martin Hay, president of GALA, described the 
main goal as "providing people with support." 
Hay also added that he would like "people to feel 
comfortable and to be able to share with each other 
anger, frustration or happiness." 

A peaceful existence between gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and heterosexual men and women is also 
encouraged, therefore all students are welcome 
regardless of their sexual preferance. 

Growth and self-development are also explored 
through scheduled topics which vary from coming 
out, relating to lovers and health issues. Supple
menting these topics, which are chosen by club 

Students who are interested in the fellowship 
activities should call advisor Ed Collins at 996-
4538, or attend the club's weekly meeting on Tues
day at 7:30 p.m. in the student council chambers. 

Staff exchange program underway 
By Daniel Hernandez 
Staff Reporter 

De Anza maintains a diverse 
student body, but also encourages 
a diverse faculty and staff by par
ticipating in a program dubbed 
the Community College 
Exchange Program. 

The program is open to the fac
ulty and staff members in the 
Foothill-De Anza College district 
and is designed to give members 
a chance to participate at commu
nity colleges throughout the 
nation and Canada which also 
participate in the program. 

The program is defined by 
three different categories, the first 

of which concerns the External 
Exchange. This allows faculty 
and staff members the opportuni
ty to exchange positions with 
another participant from govern
mental, business and learning 
institutions located around the 
country and Canada. 

The second category is the 
Outgoing Participant. This allows 
faculty or staff members to tem
porarily exchange his or her posi
tion with another faculty member 
of the district, while a third cate
gory called the Incoming Partici
pant gives faculty and staff from 
outside the district an opportunity 
to participate in the Foothill-De 

anza College districts teaching 
and administrative programs. 

Potential participants must 
have a California Community 
College teaching credential in the 
area in which they instruct and 
can expect that his or her 
exchange will not exceed a year. 
Compensation is payed by the 
home district from which the 
exchange faculty or staff originat
ed. 

Faculty and staff members who 
have an interest in participating in 
the Community College 
Exchange. Programs should call 
Barbara Clapp at (408) 996-4322. 
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