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Paul raises $4.2M in one day
 While traditional media such as TV 

and newspapers have been focusing 
on big presidential candidate names 
like Obama, Clinton and Romney, 
new media of the 21st century have 
been following a dramatically differ-
ent path.

Republican candidate Ron Paul, 
a congressman from Texas, pulled 
in $4.2 million in donations within 
a 24-hour period Nov. 5. Nearly 
37,000 people donated, almost all of 
them on the Internet.

According to the Federal Elec-
tions Commission, this is the largest 
amount of money given to a Repub-
lican presidential primary candidate 
to date.

“[Monday’s] phenomenal num-
bers are just the most recent indica-
tion that our momentum is building 
across this nation,” said Lew Moore, 
Paul’s campaign manager.

Paul supporters say this may be 
the push that the long shot needs to 
get appropriate attention from the 
media. Not everyone feels that way, 
however.

The role of the Internet in Paul’s 
campaigning has played a very large 
part, as well as its contribution to the 
democratic process. The lack of at-
tention to Paul’s campaign by main-
stream media has caused grassroots 
support to create alternative means 
of spreading the word, especially by 
younger generations familiar with 
the online world.

While debates and information on 
candidates have been made short on 
TV to make way for commercials, 
the Internet lets a student research on 
his or her own time and pace.

Many students are still unsure what 
their role is in electing candidates for 
the primaries, where states choose 
one candidate from each political 
party to run in the November general 
election.

Now that California has an ear-
lier primary, Feb. 5, the state will be 
given more of a role to affect other 
states’ primary votes, but that gives 
California citizens less time to reg-

ister or realize that the primaries are 
coming soon.

The Internet not only allows un-
likely candidates such as Paul to be 
heard, but also aids people in voter 
registration. 

Students not yet registered can visit 
the Secretary of the State Web site at 
http://sos.ca.gov and sign up elec-
tronically. 

The last day to register for voting 
in the primary or to change political 
parties is Jan. 22, 2008.

Paul is the only presidential can-
didate to fervently oppose the Iraq 
War, stating it was not constitution-
ally approved by Congress.

While Paul is running as a Repub-
lican, his views on limited govern-
ment and taxation, free markets, and 
personal freedoms are libertarian-

leaning.
Paul’s support online is seen on 

Web sites such as YouTube. Accord-
ing to a Nov. 8 Los Angeles Times 
article by James Rainey, YouTube 
videos about Paul have been watched 
more than 5.9 million times, far more 
than any candidate of either party.

“I don’t understand the Internet 
well enough. I love it, and I use 
it,” said Paul during an interview at 
Georgetown University in Washing-
ton, D.C. “I know it’s important phil-
osophically ... and that the govern-
ment shouldn’t be able to touch it.”

Paul has been a firm advocate of 
limited government intervention on 
First Amendment rights, including 
self-publishing on the Internet, even 
when acting in a rebellious manner. 

Justin Page Wood
U-WIRE

DE ANZA VOICES: 
Who are you planning to vote for 

in the upcoming election?

“Obama. Because of his 
energy, because of his color. 
He cares about the middle 
class.”
Maereg Wassie
pre-med

CompIlEd by Jay dondE and daRREn RoUs/la voz

“Ron Paul, because he’s the 
only candidate who tells the 
truth.” 
Sri Prakash
economics

“Hillary. I think she is smart 
and knows how to face the 
public. She’s a wise woman.”
Pearry Mo
criminal psychology 

“I’m not voting because I 
don’t agree with any of the 
candidates. None of them are 
truthful.”
Russell Belleville
paleontology

Students around the country now 
have an alternative news source for 
coverage of the upcoming 2008 presi-
dential election, written by students 
like themselves.

Scoop08, an online student publi-
cation with nearly 500 student cor-
respondents across the country, was 
created “to show that students around 
the country can band together to re-
port-that there can be such a thing as 
a national student newspaper,” said 
co-founder Andrew Mangino, a Yale 
junior.

Mangino began the project with Al-
exander Heffner, a high school senior 
at Phillips Academy, in late December 
2006. 

The importance of this election and 
the Internet’s ability to reach a wide 
audience led him to start the project, 
he said.

The project is currently in a preview 
stage, but this Thursday stories will 
begin to be posted and live blogging 
about the CNN Democratic presiden-
tial debate in Nevada will begin.

Mangino said he and Heffner want-
ed to usher in “a new era of political 
reporting by covering angles not oth-
erwise covered.” 

On Scoop08, third-party candidates 
receive as much coverage as frontrun-
ners like Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y.

Correspondents for the site research 
the policies they cover, Mangino said. 
Off-beat issues such as candidates’ 
preferences in art, film and design, 

which are of interest to students, will 
also be covered.

Scoop08 may soon become interna-
tional, Mangino said.

“The network (of student correspon-
dents) is growing all the time, now 
nearing about 500 around the country 
and the world,” Mangino said. 

“Now in Egypt and South Korea, 
there are some American students 
studying abroad and also international 
students that want to contribute,” said 
Mangino.

Mangino said the process to become 
a writer for Scoop08 is pretty simple: 
“Simply click ‘Apply to write’ and fill 
out a quick form and what beat you 
want,” he said.

Writers’ beats, or areas of special-
ization, cover specific issues.

“Everyone is specialized to become 
an expert on a specific niche and go 
headfirst into it, but all vow to remain 
politically neutral and objective,” 
Mangino said.

As an editorial columnist for 
Scoop08, Herald Opinions Colum-
nist Sean Quigley ‘10 sends an article 
he has written on whatever topic he 
chooses every one or two weeks.

“It actually is pretty hard to get new 
ideas for every two weeks,” he said. 

“Sometimes you don’t get inspira-
tion, and you have to search for it,” 
said Quigley.

Mangino said the site will continue 
producing content until the election, 
and he and Quigley both said they ex-
pect to continue to write for it. 

Students 
on politics

Evan Pelz
U-WIRE

A Ron Paul campaign sticker on a pillar beneath Highway 280 over 
Stevens Creek Blvd.

Jay dondE/la voz
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euphrat museum works with students 
to create community art project

other alumni to participate were shirin 
mozaffari, a chicago art institute student, 
who created a self portrait and Lisa Leong, 
an art teacher, who created a painting of her 
grandparents.

the fence also features art portraits by el-
ementary school children from the euphrat’s 
arts and schools program. 

“these are our current and future students, 
artists, performers, and audiences,” said di-
ana argabrite, the director of the arts and 
schools program. 

a third grader from Lakewood school con-
tributed to the community art project. “the 
art class was awesome, when my family saw 
my artwork, they said i was a real artist. i 
feel proud.”

incorporated throughout the portraits on 
the fence are flowers made by community 

artist corine okada, who was named cuper-
tino’s artist of the year. The flowers are also 
made out of a weather-durable material, and 
are influenced by different cultures. 

the series will continue to grow as addi-
tional text, such as prose and poetry by stu-
dents, is added.

diane argabrite, who is also director of the 
Building together community arts project, 
invited current and former de anza students 
to participate in the second series of artwork, 
which will feature graffiti style writing with 
social justice phrases. some of the phrases 
used were “eracism” and “one Love.” art-
ists will be working both individually and 
collaboratively. 

student mona jalaeian, a graphic design 
major from iran, designed a piece saying 
“Together We Can,” done graffiti style with 
an influence of Farsi writing. Jalayaeian also 

did a self-portrait panel. 
The graffiti and social justice series was 

created in conjunction with the urban arts 
and Hip Hop Festival held on Thursday No-
vember 15t.  artists doing live art at the festi-
val made many of the panels to be displayed 
on the fence installation. 

Future panels will invite participation from 
de anza and across the community, as well 
as images and art informing viewers as to 
why the arts are important in every aspect of 
education and community.

the process of creating the community art 
project on the performing arts center fence 
will continue to grow throughout the year as 
more students and artists become involved.  

describing the purpose of the euphrat mu-
seum of art, argabrite said, “we really value 
involving de anza students and giving them 
art world experience.” 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“Self Portrait” (at left)  
was created by Thuy 
Nguyen

Mona Jalaeian, a De 
Anza College student 

and a graphic designer 
from Iran, created 
this artwork onto 

a large banner for 
the Urban Hip Hop 
Festival that took 

place on November 
15. The style of 

writing is influenced 
by both common 

grafitti and traditional 
Farsi writing. It says 
“Together We Can”, 

and is a part of a 
series of peices done 
to influence positive 

social change.

“Portrait of an elderly chinese man” (above) was 
made by Li Li, a De Anza College student. 

Erin Sullivan /la voz

“Portrait of a jazz 
musician” (at left) was 
created by Tae Young 
Jun, a De Anza College 
student. His artwork 
is a part of a series 
involving many artists 
who are posting their 
artwork on the fences 
on De Anza campus.

The artwork above was created (left 
to right) by Joanne Vadeboncouer, a 
former De Anza student, a 4th grade 
student from Nimitz Elementary School 
and Roderick Santos, also a former De 
Anza student. 

The artwork (at right) was created 
by Roderick Santos, a former 

Deanza student in the “Building 
Together” program, and is a 
drawing of his grandmother. 

On The Fence

julia Eckhardt /la voz

Erin Sullivan /la voz

Erin Sullivan /la voz

Erin Sullivan /la voz

Erin Sullivan /la voz





They stand together, a trio of mis-
fits, all 23 years old and appearing to 
have stepped out of a time machine 
that dialed back to 1965 London. 

Introducing The Hysterians, one of 
the few rock ‘n’ roll groups who play 
music for the sake of good music.  
Kevin Hammaker, a De Anza student,  
is the loud and boisterous drummer. 
He’s a sharp contrast next to Will 
Finn, bassist for The Hysterians, who 
is quiet and sober. Tim Shanon, guitar 
player, stands beside his band mates 
with a beer in his hand. Both Shanon 
and Finn attend San Jose State. In their 
makeshift studio where we held our in-
terview, Rolling Stones and Mick Jag-
ger hang on the walls staring at us like 
rock ‘n’ roll gods.  A copy of “Cat’s 
Cradle” which looked like an original 
edition, lies on a stack of LP’s. In the 
back corner of the room is a metallic 
glitter blue drum set, an original that 
was made in the 1960’s, which was a 
gift from a friend. Finn plays a gui-
tar that looks like Buddy Holly might 
have used its equal, and Shanon’s 
beard is shaggy without care. In their 
vintage rock and roll tight t-shirts, 
they couldn’t fit in this scene better. 

The Hysterians are what rock music 
nowadays is hurting for: young ideal-
ists who play rock ‘n’ roll for the sake 
of the music and not for the paycheck.  
The Hysterians agree, it’s more about 
keeping rock n’ roll alive and docu-
menting their music rather than trying 
to be the next commercial success. 
The music is directly attached to their 
lifestyle, like a pair of broken-in jeans 
that fit perfectly. They walk the walk, 
talk the talk, and they do it with swag-
ger rarely seen in newer rock groups. 

Not only do they play their music, 
they dress it, and consider it a way 
of life. In that sense, the music has 
become a snapshot of the moment, 
a permanent etching in stone of the 
events of these young men’s lives.

They are among a world community 
that is dedicated to keeping classic 
rock music alive. Interestingly enough, 
they even have fans in France. Finn 
said a Frenchman contacted them and 
told them that he loved their music, 
and so he flew from France on his 
honeymoon to meet them in San Jose.  
He had pressed several 45s of their 
music for them to keep and shook 
their hands.  Finn said, “He was cool.”

The Hysterians cite generation-de-
fining bands such as the The Kinks and 
The Rolling Stones as strong influenc-
es on their musical style. Still though, 

you can’t get around a strong element 
of punk rock in the musical chords. 

Verses tend to sound like the Beatles, 
but on acid, and melodies transform 
to punk rock choruses.  Hammaker, 
the drummer, said the band’s music 
is mostly primitive and stripped down 
and they choose to incorporate no syn-
thesizers or samplers. Absolutely no 
mastering of tracks is acceptable, only 
electrified guitars and amplifiers are 
their tools. In the small bedroom that 
the band was using as a studio, the mu-
sic sounded like classic garage rock.

In contrast to the band’s belief in 
keeping it simple, they have had to 
turn to technology to make their mu-
sic accessible to the wider public. 
The band members said that they 
particularly hate MySpace, but they 
choose to have one anyways be-
cause, as Finn said, MySpace is really 
the only means of getting music out 
to the public without a record deal 
or relying solely on concert sales.  

The band plays around the Bay Area 
as much as possible, and will play two 
upcoming shows on Nov. 28 and Dec. 
12 at the El Rio in San Francisco at 
8 p.m. On Dec. 28 they will be per-
forming at The Caravan in San Jose. 

To hear a few choice tracks from 
the band, visit them on MySpace at 
www.myspace.com/thehysterians.  

ARE YOU IN A BAND? 
DO YOU WANT TO BE FEATURED 
IN LA VOZ?
 
We’re looking for unkown bands or musical groups of 
ANY kind that are right here at De Anza College. If 
you or your group would like to be considered for an 
upcoming artist-of-the-week feature, please contact Julia 
Eckhardt (A&E Editor) at JuliaEckhardt@lavozdeanza.
com.  All submissions that are not online can be left at 
the La Voz on-campus office in room L-41in the mailbox 
of J.Eckhardt. 

-Submit your music in some format either by email or at 
the La Voz office in room L41.
-The majority of the group must be De Anza students
-Those who are selected will be contacted and a time 
will be arranged for an interview and photos!

S t e g o s a u r u s By Katie O’Hara

John Capuchino
LA VOZ NEWS
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The Hysterians strip down  to  basics
homegrown sounds:

phOtOS by jOhN cApuchiNO /LA VOZ

The Hysterians (from left to right: Kevin Hammaker, Will Finn, Tim Shanon), are a 60’s style rock band 
from San Jose. Hammaker is a De Anza College student. 

Tim Shanon (right) 
plays guitar during 

rehearsal for The 
Hysterians’ upcoming 

show at El Rio in 
San Francisco on 

November 28.

Will Finn (left)  plays 
bass for the band, 
The Hysterians. The 
band is based in San 
Jose.



Michael Scott, Dwight Schrute, Jim 
Halpert and Pam Beasley won’t be com-
ing to work next week, and it’s not be-
cause Dunder Mifflin is going out of 
business.

NBC’s The Office will be one of the 
first prime time network shows to feel 
the effects of last week’s Writers Guild 
of America strike, which has already 
stopped production of “The Tonight 
Show with Jay Leno,” “The Late Show 
with David Letterman,” “Late Night with 
Conan O’Brien,” “The Daily Show” and 
“The Colbert Report.” 

Recent episodes of The Office were 
filmed before the strike, and will be the 
last new episodes until the strike ends. 
Toby (Paul Lieberstein), Ryan (B.J. No-
vak) and Kelly (Mindy Kaling) all serve 
as writers on the show, and Steve Carell 
(Michael) is also a member of the WGA. 
Videos of them striking are even avail-
able on YouTube.

But why are writers striking? Simply 
put, they want what they feel is proper 
compensation for DVD sales and down-
loads of their work. 

Under the old agreement between the 
WGA and the Alliance of Motion Picture 
and Television Producers (which expired 
on Halloween), writers receive residuals 
from DVD sales at the same rate they did 
when VHS started. For downloads and 
streaming shows with advertisements, 
writers receive nothing.

That means if you watch an episode of 
“30 Rock” on www.NBC.com or down-
load an episode of “How I Met Your 
Mother” from iTunes, the writers don’t 

receive any money for their work. 
When “The Office’s” writers produced 

10 online-only webisodes for www.
NBC.com last season, NBC ran ads be-
fore most of the videos, but the writers 
did not receive any of the profits from 
those ads, either.

For now, the strike means nothing to 
the average viewer of most prime time 
shows. Other than “The Office,” which 
increased production because of the 
four hour-long episodes that started the 
season, most shows won’t have to go to 
repeats for at least three weeks. Some 
even have as many as 13 episodes left, 
according to TVguide.com’s The Ausi-
ello Report.

But fans of “Lost” and “24,” both of 
which were scheduled to return to tele-
vision screens in January, should worry, 
especially because FOX already an-
nounced they are delaying 24’s seventh 
season. Thankfully, movies won’t feel 
the strike’s effects until 2009 – most 
films slated for 2008 release are already 
in production.

Though it may seem easy to blame the 
writers for your lack of new TV offer-
ings, it’s naive to blame the writers – they 
just want to be properly compensated 
for their work. Some people may think 
of the writers as selfish, but they aren’t 
living lavish Hollywood lives. Residuals 
pay for their downtime when there is no 
work.

The real reason why your favorite show 
will have a truncated season is because of 
the executives running the corporations. 
They won’t give the writers what they 
want, so instead, they sit on their money 
and wait. 

Eventually, the executives are going 
to have to give in, but the last strike, in 
1988, lasted five months and reportedly 
cost the industry $500 million.

What are viewers supposed to do un-
til the strike is over? The answer is they 
must face reality – reality television, that 
is. FOX has already announced a re-
vamped schedule that pairs “American 
Idol” with “Hell’s Kitchen” and a new 
show involving lie detectors, “The Mo-
ment of Truth.” Eventually, the other net-
works are going to have to follow suit, as 
reality show writers aren’t covered under 
the WGA and reality television can be 
made on the cheap.

But there are other options; the Internet 
stands to gain the most from this strike 
as webisodes, a relatively new medium. 
Webisodes are produced as online-only 
content and generally run shorter than a 
normal television show, only 5 to 15 min-
utes long. One popular Web-only show is 
“Clark And Michael,” a show CBS pro-
duced that stars Michael Cera (Superbad) 
and Clark Duke (Greek). The show fol-
lows the two characters as they try to, 
ironically, write their own TV show.

Nevertheless, it shouldn’t have to come 
to this - the networks should realize the 
harm they’re doing to the industry and 
should acquiesce to the writers’ demands. 
Once the viewers realize the networks’ 
refusal to pay writers for their work is 
behind the strike, the backlash could be 
enough to shake things up. After all, who 
doesn’t want the return of Jack Bauer?

“Clark and Michael is available at 
www.clarkandmichael.com. 

PAGE 10 NOVEMBER 19, 2007Arts & Entertainment

Rudi Greenberg
u-wire

TV writers on strike
HOLLYWOOD FACES LOSING BIG MONEY 

IF EXECS DON’T PAY UP TO WRITERS

CKP
the campus kitchens project

www.campuskitchens.org

teach • reach • feed • lead

welcome to the 
newest classroom 
on campus: 

the kitchen.

Fight hunger in your 
community

 Email: info@
campuskitchens.org

DE ANZA VOICES: 
Do you prefer reality 
television over traditional 
television shows?

 “I watch PBS and 
HBO. Reality TV is 
not in my daily 
routine at all.”

Betty Hirsch
Professor of local 
California history

“Although it may 
seem like it’s Real-
ity, it’s not ...tra-
ditional is better 
because of the 
writing.”
Esmat Baber
business major

“I don’t watch TV.”

Patrick Tong 
business major

In three seasons, “Project Runway” 
has embedded itself as a pop culture 
staple. It has challenged up-and-
coming designers to create couture 
garments out of grocery store items, 
fabricate $1,000 dresses out of $50 
materials and redesign outfits from 
the clothes off their own backs. 

But as the fourth season nears, is 
there really anything left to do? We’ve 
already laughed at Santino’s Tim 
Gunn impressions, cringed at Wendy 
Pepper’s audacious comments, ad-
mired Austin Scarlett’s cornhusk 
dress and watched in awe as amazing 
creations manifest themselves just in 
the nick of time. 

Model, host, judge and executive 
producer Heidi Klum and teacher 
turned “Project Runway” mentor Tim 
Gunn claim the show has not run dry 
quite yet. 

“[The contestants] all get a little 
shock because they always think, 
‘OK, this is the fourth season already, 
so we kind of know what’s going on 
here,’” Klum said. “I love it when I 
can break the news to them that some 
things are going a little different this 
time around, you know. There are 
definitely twists.”

Of course, the crazy challenges and 
all-star guest judges will remain a 
staple for “Project Runway.” 

Gunn believes, however, that it is 

the creativity and fashion that engag-
es, or even addicts, viewers. He warns 
that “Project Runway” is “television 
crack.” 

“Because the level of execution is so 
extraordinarily high, there’s going to 
be much more talk at home, as there is 
on the show, about the content of the 
design work,” Gunn said. 

As a result, the success of season 4 
relies heavily on the talent of the de-
signers - and Gunn is confident about 
their abilities. 

“I will say with absolute impunity, 
each of the 15 designers on this sea-
son’s show, I believe from the onset 

any one of them could win the entire 
thing,” he said. 

Klum and Gunn view the previous 
winners’ successes as testament to 
the show’s clout. Klum said she came 
across the work of last season’s win-
ner, Jeffrey Sebelia, while shopping at 
The Grove. Chloe Dao, winner of sea-
son two, has had her clothing featured 
on QVC three times, selling out each 
time. Klum might even sport some of 
Dao’s work in the new season. 

It appears that “Project Runway” 
will be successful as long as the con-
testants can, to use Tim Gunn’s catch-
phrase, “make it work.” 

Cynthia Horiguchi
u-wire

New season of 
Project Runway plans to 

‘make it work’

photo courtesy of www.fidm.com



Earlier this year, David Halberstam, 
one of America’s foremost journalists 
and war historians, died because the 
driver of the car he was in evidently 
misjudged a simple left hand turn. 

Halberstam’s vehicle was broadsided 
entering a busy intersection in Menlo 
Park, resulting not only in fatal injuries 
to Halberstam himself, but also in inju-
ries to the driver of his car and two other 
drivers whose cars were struck, as well.

Unfortunately, this type of collision 
– and its tragic consequences – are all 
too common. According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, close to 42,000 people were killed 
in traffic accidents in 2006 and over 2.5 
million were injured. 

Approximately 45 percent of those 
accidents occurred at intersections, “of-
ten because of misjudged left turns,” 
according to The Economist.

There is, however, a silver lining. 

Given this data, a simple, cheap and 
effective method already exists for re-
ducing the number of annual traffic ac-
cidents in the U.S.: the construction of 
more roundabouts.

Roundabouts are those odd looking 
traffic circle thingies in which cars 
from intersecting thoroughfares enter 
into a rotary stream of traffic around a 
central “island” instead of waiting at a 
stoplight before crossing a dangerous 
open junction. 

Common throughout Europe, the 
main advantage of roundabouts is that 
there are no left turns. Rather, you sim-
ply drive up to the edge of the round-
about, yield to oncoming traffic from 
your left (traffic only goes one way, yet 
another safety enhancing feature), then 
make a right turn to join in the fun. 

A study by the Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety found that roundabouts 
reduce the overall number of traffic ac-
cidents by 39 percent, reduce the num-

ber of injurious traffic accidents by 76 
percent and reduce the number of fatal 
traffic accidents by 90 percent.

In addition, roundabouts are more 
energy efficient because they eliminate 
the need for costly traffic light systems. 
They provide faster passage through in-
tersections on average because the flow 
of traffic self-adjusts from peak hours 
to off hours, thereby reducing conges-
tion, and they’re more fuel efficient, 
too, because cars don’t have to stop, 
idle and re-accelerate at red lights. 

As college students, all of these issues 
have a significant impact on our lives. 
Young drivers are statistically far more 
likely to be involved in fatal accidents 
than older ones, we’re all worried about 
the environment, and congestion is an 
issue to anyone who’s ever tried driving 
out of De Anza College at lunchtime. 
Oh, and if you haven’t noticed, gas 
prices are above $3 again.

The decision to construct round-
abouts instead of traffic lights is often 
in the hands of local city councils, so if 
you’re looking for a way to do some-
thing positive for yourself and your 
community, write a letter to the mayor, 
attend a town meeting, and get the word 
out about the roundabout. 
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Manager Reza Kazempour.

INFO
Staff editorials reflect the opinions of the 
majority of the editorial board and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the author or 
the opinions of the La Voz staff. Opinions 
expressed by staff and contributors are the 
opinions of the individuals and not necessarily 
the opinion of La Voz Weekly.

opinion& Editorial
Three great ways to lose those blues

It seems like after midterms, it’s 
hard to find any motivation to get back 
to studying. Whether it’s exhaustion, 
boredom or simply a lack of energy, 
school becomes quite a drag. 

Suddenly, cleaning your room be-
comes an enjoyable activity and 15 
minute breaks for Facebook turn into 
hour-long IM sessions. It’s difficult to 
decide whether to even bother going 
to class because, after all, you haven’t 
read any of the assigned chapters or 
completed any of the homework.  

And you’re probably going to fall 
asleep anyway, right? So why not 
take advantage of this opportunity to 
get a good nap in your own bed? 

All of these symptoms are related 
to a De Anza College-wide epidemic 
known as the mid-quarter slump, of 
which the leading cause is lack of 
motivation. 

Now, if we were to leave it in your 
hands to find ways to cure your lack 
of motivation, we know it would 
probably never get done, because of 
… well, because of your lack of mo-
tivation. 

So, we would like to suggest a 
couple of remedies for all of you out 
there suffering from the mid-quarter 
slump. 

The trick is to engage in activities 
that revive your energy and enthusi-
asm.

Consider taking a mini vacation. 
The vacation doesn’t need to be a two 
or three day visit to an exotic resort; it 
can be something as simple as a visit 
to the beach – just pick a place that 

relaxes you and that you enjoy. 
By the time you are done with such 

a relaxing activity, you will be re-
freshed and feel like a new person.

Another way to overcome the mid-
quarter slump is to exercise. Doing 
this will help your body produce its 
natural “happy drug”: endorphins. 

Endorphins give you a sense of 
general well being, restoring your en-

ergy and inspiring you to get back to 
studying.  

If neither of these methods work, it 
might help to realize that you’re not 
alone. Many students suffer from the 
mid-quarter slump. 

Perhaps you will find comfort in 
the realization that you’re actually 
suffering from a very common mal-
ady. If others can get through it, so 
can you. 

If you still find yourself unable to 
work, we here at La Voz would like to 
say, “suck it up.” 

Don’t wait for a miracle to come 
knocking at your door and give you 
the strength to start studying. 

Just do it already and stop feeling 
sorry for yourself. Remember, at the 
end of the day, it’s just a little bit of 
homework. 
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Saving lives in a roundabout fashion

Letters
YES, WE CAN HEAR YOU

In last week’s editorial section, 
in an article entitled, “Can you 
hear me now?” the legal basis be-
hind the transfer of telephone and 
Internet records from telecommu-
nications companies to the federal 
government was questioned. And 
although it was clearly estab-
lished that such activities were 
completely within the law, the 
sentiments behind the article are 
sadly a reflection of the current 
trend towards taking our liberties 
for granted that is increasingly 
prevalent in American society. 

We as a nation seem to have 
forgotten that the “rights that men 
and women have fought for since 
the inception of our country,” as 
the article’s author so eloquently 
put it,  do not come without a 
price. 

Throughout history, many of our 
greatest presidents and patriots 
like Abraham Lincoln and Franklin 
Roosevelt have taken unpopular 
measures in order ot protect the 
country. In each case, the wisdom 
of their policies was appreciated 
only after the fact. 

So perhaps we today should be 
more patient with our own govern-
ment, because the positive effects 
of their actions probably won’t 
be seen for a while. After all, the 
thwarted terrorist attacks never 
make the papers. It’s the ones that 
you hear about. 

   James Ure 
   Cupertino, CA 

Write us
Letters to the editor, submissions 

and press releases are welcome and 
can be submitted to:

(online): lavozdeanza.com/letters/
OR
(in print): Room L 41

Letters should be 300 words or less; 
letters more than 300 words may be 
edited for length. Letter content must 
not be libelous or intended to air 
personal grievances. La Voz does 
not guarantee that submissions and 
letters to the editor will be printed, nor 
does it guarantee coverage of events 
for which it receives press releases. 
La Voz reserves the right to edit 
letters and submissions for clarity in 
accordance with Associated Press 
writing style.

Corrections
RE: “Campus Events” 
11/13, page 2
Under “DISCOUNTED AMC MOVIE 
TICKETS,” the price range should 
have read $6 - $7.50.

What I’m thankful for 
at De Anza College This week’s debate: 

Birth or death – which is more painful? *

POINT >>>
<<< COUNTERPOINT

Roundabouts are safer, 
more energy efficient 
and more fuel efficient 
than stoplights.

Birth wicked hurts
by Jay Donde

Dying definitely sucks, but being born is much worse. Think 
about it: a lot of people die in their sleep, surrounded by 
friends and family. Birth occurs when you’re fully conscious, 
yet is so traumatic no one can even remember it afterward. 
If you were to recreate the physical experience of birth on 
an adult scale, it would probably be analogous to being 
flushed down the toilet. And what’s there to greet you as 
you come out the other side? Scented candles and classical 
music? No, you get blinding lights and a guy in a white lab 
coat holding you up by the ankle and slapping your back. 
Frankly, I find the whole experience distasteful. 

Death is a real bummer
by Julia Eckhardt
Maybe old people think I don’t know anything about 
death, but as the old saying goes, old people are wrong. 
When you die, you can’t eat junk food, or smoke nice Cu-
ban stogies. There’s nothing more to look forward to be-
cause now you are deceased. At least when you’re born, 
you’re a rad baby and you have your whole life ahead 
of you, so the pain is rewarded. Unless you’re poor, and 
maybe then you’ll still be sad. Plus, once you’re old you 
start to feel really attached to people. But anyway, death is 
just death, and as sciencologists have informed us, it leads 
nowhere cool.

To the average person, 
the first thing that comes 
to mind when some-
one says “community 
college” is “kids who 
couldn’t get into a 
real school.” 

But De Anza College has proved itself to be more than 
just a run of the mill stepping-stone for transfer-minded and 
vocational students. 

This Thanksgiving, let’s take a moment to reflect on the 
things we should  most be thankful for at De Anza.

De Anza enrolls approximately 22,000 students every 
quarter from all over the Bay Area and even the world. 
There’s a reason why people pay big bucks in gas and tu-
ition fees just to go here – it’s the services, stupid. 

We have a great financial aid program that’s committed to 
providing every student with an affordable education. We 
have an expansive Health Services Department, as well as 
helpful counselors and transfer advisers. 

More importantly, however, De Anza offers its students 
access to a dedicated corps of educators and state of the art 
facilities. For instance, our planetar-
ium is one of the best in the world, 
and our environmental sciences 
program has achieved both local 
and national renown. 

So yes, De Anza may in fact be 
just another stepping-stone on the 
path to bigger and better things, but 
it’s our stepping-stone – and for that 
we’re thankful.  
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thors’ names are real, and we’re actually not so sure about that, either.
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