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La Voz ■ May 9,1991 

I Voice of La Voz 

DASB lends a 
hand during the 
budget crisis 

De Anza 's Associated Student Body government 
(DASB) already funds many of the campus' services 
with $156,020 (20.5 percent of their budget). But 
due to the recent Foothill-De Anza College District 
budget crisis DASB has been asked to give more 
money to help De Anza make ends meet. 

DASB has responded by allocating emergency 
funds to the campus services that need it the most to 
make it through the spring quarter. 

The student government gave the Leaming Center 
$3,816 in order to keep the center open Saturdays for 
the remainder of the quarter. DASB is also volun
teering manpower as well as money by shelving 
books for the library. 

Another service that was in need of financial assis
tance was the recycling program. DASB gave them 
$1,500 because if the program were to stop now it 
would be very difficult to get it started again. 

When news of the crisis hit a few weeks ago, 
DASB was willing to help explain what had hap
pened to the District by holding a forum open to all 
students. Student Body President James Franzen and 
Vice President of Finance Tao King helped De 
Anza 's President A. Robert De Hart show a room 
full of angry students what exactly happened to the 
districts funds. 

In a time of many problems DASB has been offer
ing a way to fill the gaps left by the district's failures, 
but at the same time they are showing the rest of De 
Anza that any problem can be licked if we stop and 
think about what is going on around us. 

Remember that these are students just like the rest 
of us. Instead of looking for something or someone 
to get mad at they are helping the students and staff 
cope with a situation that faces us all. 

It is easy to look for faults within the system, but 
to try and make the system better is what all of us 
should try to do when a problem arises. DASB is 
showing the rest of us that pointing fingers and look
ing for a scapegoat will not solve the districts prob
lems, it will only make the problems harder to solve. 

And finally ... 
Regarding the "Brady Bill" ... When guns are 

outlawed, only outlaws will have guns. 
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I 

Editorial /3 

As I see it 

"October Surprise" theory has merit 

Orlando Santos 

Editorial Editor 

Was a deal struck between 
the Reagan/Bush campaign and 
I ran to de lay the release of 
hostages until after the 1980 
presidential election? Former 
National Security Advisor of 
the Carter Administration, 
Gary Sick, believes there was. 
Sick is currently a professor of 
Middle East polit ics at 
Columbia University, and is the 
author of "All Fall Down," a 
book that recounts the I 980 
hostage crises. 

In an editorial he wrote that 
appeared in the San Jose Mer
cury News Perspective Section 
on May 5, 1991, he says that 
after dismissing rumors about a 
secret deal between the Reagan 
campaign and Iran, he now 
believes that a deal was struck 
that delayed the release of 
hostages. After considering the 
evidence that Sick gives to sup
port this theory, and looking 
back at the circumstances that 
surrounded the 1980 presiden
tial election, I am also con
vinced that a deal was struck to 
prevent the release of hostages 
until after the election. 

Lets go back to the 1980 
presidential race between 
Ronald Reagan and Jimmy 
Carter for a moment. The two 
were locked in a close battle 
for the presidency. After taking 
a I 5 point lead over Carter, 
Reagan began to sink in the 
polls until the two were virtual
ly even. At the same time, there 
was a rumor floating around 
that the 52 American hostages 
held in Tehran were about to be 
released; "An October Sur
prise." Had this occurred Carter 
would have reclaimed the 
White House for another four 
years. The Americans hostages 

however, were not released 
until after Reagan had won the 
election. The timing of the 
hostage release couldn't have 
come at a better time for the 
"Ole Gipper." Just five minutes 
after Ronald Reagan was sworn 
in as President, American 
hostages were flying home. 

This alone, can be dismissed 
as mere coincidence. But, com
bined with the number of wit
nesses named by Sick that give 
credence to the "October Sur
prise" theory it is hard not to 
believe that a secret deal was 

involved in this scandal. Sick 
say_s that at least five of the' 
sources who claimed to have 
attended the meetings in Paris 
insisted that Bush attended at 
least one of the meetings. 
Although Sick says that his 
mind isn't made up on this mat
ter, I find it interesting that for 
10 years Bush has not been 
able to prove through his 
records that he couldn't have 
attended the meetings. This of 
course, does not prove that 
Bush attended any meetings, 
but I would think if I were 

If Americans realize that the "Octo
ber Surprise" story is fact, and not 
fiction, their trust towards this 
nations leaders may never be 
restored 

arranged by the Reagan/Bush 
campaign. 

"Several sources said they 
were participants, personally 
involved in or present at the 
events they described. Their 
accounts were not identical, but 
on the central facts they 'were 
remarkably consistent, surpris
ingly so in view of the range of 
nationalities, backgrounds and 
perspectives of the sources," 
said Sick. 

One of the sources inter
v iewed by Sick is Jamshid 
Hashemi who claims that he 
met with Reagan's campaign 
manager, William Casey, in late 
February or early March 1980 
in Washington to discuss delay
ing the release of American 
hostages until after the elec
tions. Sick also names Mehdi 
Karrubi who is currently the 
speaker of the Iranian Parlia
ment, who claims that he met 
with Casey and a U.S. intelli
gence officer in a Madrid Hotel 
in late July 1980. 

President George Bush may 
have also been directly 

being accused of a crime that 
amounts to treason, I would do 
everything I could to prove my 
innocence. 

Given the fact that this 
"rumor" has lasted for more 
than ten years, and the number 
of sources Sick names that give 
confirmation to the "October 
Surprise" story, I am led to 
believe that this is more than 
just another paranoid conspira
cy theory. 

The implications of this 
story being proven true are 
enormous. The fact that the 
past two Presidents of the Unit
ed States may have been 
involved in keeping American 
hostages in captivity, if proven 
true, is tantamount to the worst 
case of treason this country has 
ever seen. This would make the 
Watergate Scandal look like 
petty theft. 

If the Americans realize that 
the "October Surprise" story is 
fact, and not fiction their trust 
towards this nations leader may 
never be restored. 

Nancy Reagan gets what she deserves 
By Scott McCandless 
Staff Reporter 

"Outrageous!" "A travesty!" 
Someone's reaction to the 
plight of the displaced and 
dying Kurds? Perhaps this is 
Bush (the Education President) 
offering his opinion on the 
sorry state of America's learn
ing institutions. No, what elicits 
these cries of wounded, righ
teous anger is Kitty Kelly's lat
est tome Nancy Reagan: The 
Unauthorized Biography. The 
cry-ees are current friends and 
fonner flunkies of Ronald Rea
gan and his administration. 

It has been said that the 
only reason they are being 
attacked in this way is because 
there are no criticisms of sub
stance to hang on the Reagans. 
This sentiment strikes me as 
somewhat disingenuous, since 
it seeks to defend the most 
openly cynical and shallow 
First Couple ever to call the 
White House home. 

This is the president who 
tried to give multi-billion dollar 
Defense contracts to fat-cat 
weapons makers because they 
were his friends, while attempt
ing to cut funds for school
lunch programs by claiming 
that ketchup was a vegetable. 

This is the First Lady who 
was best known for the impor
tance she placed on taxpayer
supported Presidential place
settings, until her image wran
glers decided that she needed a 
public-perception makeover. 
This brought the country the 
slogan as solution "Just Say 
No" campaign. So now we find 
that the woman who treated 

strictly to facts. Would that 
Ronald Reagan had had a kiss
ing-cousin relationship to facts. 
Would that he had been at least 
on a first-name basis with 
them. In answer to questions, 
under oath, about his involve
ment in the Iran-Contra affair 
he answered "I don't recall" 
about a z illion times. Well, 
maybe not quite that many 

I say that the Reagans are like the 
pot calling the kettle back. They've 
thrown stones while living in a 
glass house. 

drugs as a semantics problem 
once may have used marijuana 
at a party. Did anyone really 
think she cared about the chil
dren she purported to help? 
Any reluctance to criticize her 
can be cast aside as we learn 
that money Mrs. Reagan osten
sibly raised for charity is still in 
the bank awaiting an opportuni
ty to appropriate it for personal 
use. 

Many former members of 
the Reagan administration have 
bravely come foreword to state 
that the book did not stick 

times, but you' II forgive me for 
being fuzzy on that point . 
You've already forgiven him. 

I say that the Reagan's are 
like the pot calling the kettle 
black. They've thrown stones 
while living in a glass house. 
They're now reaping what 
they've sown.(Insert your 
favorite cliche here). This book 
represents the same pettiness 
that they've shown to anyone 
with whom they disagree. I 
happily say that they deserve 
everything they get. 
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